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SUMMARY

The idea of adopting a distinctive uniform for the Air Force
was a matter of concern for many years. General Lauris Norstad
‘felt that an attractive uniform would stimulate morale and be an
aid in personnel recruiting. Mr. Stuart Symington, Secretary of
the Air Force stated:

Airmen are neither soldiers, sailors nor marines, and
it is inappropriate that they should be required to wear the uni-
form of one of the other services. Airmen need and are entitled
to that feeling of pride of organization which is engendered by
the wearing of a distinctive uniform, whether it be Army, Navy or
high school band, "

The first steps toward adopting a new uniform were taken by the

AMC in 1945, Michaels, Stern and Company designed and presented a

"

 uniform for Air Fofce approval, However, the program was dropped

¥

before any uniform procurement was initiated.

-~

/ In Jamuary 1946 General William E, Hall submitted a study of the

!

Kproposed distinctive uniform to the chief of staff of the Air Force..

/The study indicated that theboriginal concept of a uniform was to

!

i
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I
%
k
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dress military personnel in clothes individual to an organization.

S

The study also mentioned that a uniform should be so designed that

it could be worn with pride. In the past, enlisted men had com-

B U

plained of the appearance of their uniform. In view of this complaint, e

< 4 : :
General H. Griswold proposed that consideration be given to soliciting
the opinion of enlisted men. However, General Griswold cautioned

that enlisted men's and officers' uniforms should not be identical.,

% See document file.



19

12

The basic uniform requirements were to be submitted to men's
tailoring specialists, and the best availaple clothing designers
in the country consulted. Accordingly,‘sé§g;>of the most out-
standing clothing designers were invited to attend a uniform
conference on 29 September 1947 at the National Pg{ggggﬂ@gi}éing.

At the request of Mr. Stuart Symington, Secretary of the Air Force,

several designers presented models on 3 November 1947.

Anong the features of the uniforms presented were double-
breasted coats and pants without rear pockets. In the matter of
color, agreement was reached that a blue shade, uxbridge 1683,
should be adopted for the new uniform. All present also aéfeed on
buttons of oxidized silver incorporating the Air Force seal. Mr,

. Prespowich, representing American Woolen Mills, suggested that
gabardine should not be considered inasmuch as it was in short supply.

During the second uniform presentation, General Hoyt Vandenberg,
Chief of Staff of the Air Force, mentioned that the overcoat did not
match the blouse and trousers. He was advised th;i it was impossible
to dye the material of the overcoat the same as the worsted materiail;.

/used in the blouse and trousers. There was a choice of a green or °
bred shade of blue. The green shaded material was chosen because
it was more pleasing to the eye.

When it became certain that the Air Force plamned to adopt a
new uniform, Mr. Symington gave considerable thought to the fact
that the Quartermaster had ordered a large anount of olive drab
;material for future use, and some action should be taken to dye the

l;finished wool Air Force Blue instead of Shade OD 33. Of the
h,OO0,00Buyards of olive drab material on order, the Air Force

o~

-l
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share was approximately 36 per cent of 1,450,000 yards. The
Quartermaster General informed the’Air Force that no action had
been taken to cancel or change any outstandihg*contracts.

A conference was held in the office of Mr, Symington in
October l9h7. Mr. Symington impressed the officers of the Quartef-
_master Corps with the fact that the Air Force was their customer
in the matter of uniform procurement. Some officers received. the
impression that the Secretary of Air Force was not compleéely
satisfied with the efforts of the Qﬁartermaster Co:ps to procure
a new uniform for the Air Force,

Mr., Symington, in a memorandum to Mr. Kenneth Royall, Secre- .
tary of the Army, requested that the Quartermaster make the
maximum amount of 18 ounce serge available in the new blue shade.
The memorandum also statedﬁ@he Secretary of Air Force would
appreciate an early indication that the Quartermaster had taken
action to modify the contracts. MNr. Symington felt the cost of
modifying the contracts would cost less than 25 cents per yard and
that Fiscal Year 1948 funds might be used to accomplish the
operation. Colonel Baker of the Quartermaster requested authority .
from the Bureau of Budget to change the undyed 18 ounce serge
material to blue. The Bureau of Budget informed Colonel Baker
that no fast action could be expected. While the Bureau of Budget
considered the proposal, $17,000,000 worth of unwanted olive drab
material was produced. Mr. Symington advised the President that

[each day of delay caused 100,000 yards of unneeded olive drab

H

material to be made.
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The Quartermaster was in an awkward positibn. It certainly

P

could not stop buying olive drab material for'thékAif'Force because

such a step would create an unsafe minimum inventory in case of

" emergency. Lven normal supply operation would be open to criticism

for maintaining too short a lead time for uniform procurement. The
Quartermaster did not have the authority to use funds to buy the
blue material. Congressman Scrivner from Kansas constantly reminded
the Quartermaster that it had better not.buy aﬁy blue cloth without
Congressional approval. |

In order to have funds to proceed with the uniform program,

President Truman in 1948 transmitted to Congress Supplemental

‘Estimates of Appropriations for Fiscal Year 1948, The purpose of

submitting the estimate to Congress at this time was to get the
uniform program under way prior to the beginning of Fiscal Year 19L9.

On 25 February 19L8 hearings were held by the Congressional |
Subcormittee on Supplemental Appropriations. At the hearings,
Congressmen raised three main objections to appropriating money
for a new Air Force uniform:

(1) The services should have a single uniform in order

to unify the military establishments.
(2) There would be additional costs in changing to a
" new uniform.
(3) That the present uniform worn by the Air Force would

be wasted.
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Mr. Zuckert, Under Secretary of the Air Force, answered the

first Congressional objection.
We feel separate uniforms were in no way contrary to

the purposes of unification of the military services. The

wearing of a different uniform will not prevent military

personnel from thinking in terms of the over all military
establishment,

General Edwin Rawlings answered the second and third C?ngres—
sional objections when he stated that the cost of the uniform
change would be $8 per man or a total of $2,500,000 for the entire
Air Forces. General Rawlings further stated that no uniforms
would be thrown away. The current uniforms would be used until
worn out, and the Air Force would continue to wear the Army-type
uniform until the new uniforms were available. The uniforms that
were not used by the Air Force would be used by the Army. General
Middleswart of the Office of Quartermaster General confirmed
General Rawlings' statement.

Following the testimony, the supplemental appropriation bill,

of which the uniform funds were a part, came to a vote. Mr.:

Scrivner asked that the part of the bill which requested money

'for the new uniform be stricken out.

Mr. Engle, Congressman from Michigan, demanded a vote on
Mr. Scrivner's amendment to cut uniform appropriations. The
majority voted for deleting funds for the Air Force. This vote

stopped Quartermaster plans to immediately obligate funds for a

e,

new uniform.
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Wool Industry

\

During the period from 1946 to 1949 there was a tigﬁ@

situation in the woolen industry, and the wool trade magaéine,

The American Wool and Cotton Reparter, printed a misleadiné‘article_ ,

concerning the purchase of materials by the &ir Force. The article
stated the Air Force had on order 4,125,000 yards of matérial and
expected to order an additional 1,041,000 yards.

The Quartemaster requested the Air Force Public Informatiom,

Y
'

v

A

Office to advise The American Wool and Cotton Reporter of the true '

situation. The Quartermaster was concerned lest the textile market

think that there would be additional procurement; which might

possibly result in increased prices.

Another problem the 431 Force encountered because of the

tight situation in the woolen industry was the ease with which

. \

N

\\

some "woolen jobbers" might dispose of off-shade material to officers’

tailors. Word reached the Air Force Headquarters that one "jobber®

had offered rejected shade~§§\Taterial, as standard Air Force Blue

serge.

be awaited to publish a booklet of approved samples, since Congres-

It was felt, however, that a more appropriate time should

sional approval to purchase blue material was still lacking.

2nd Round in Congress

Mr. Symington, in a memorandum to the Secretary of Defense,

suggested that if the Secretary of Defense and the President

desired a single uniform for all services a board should be

appointed that would determine such a uniform.

~ -6~



While Mr, Symington was attempting to learn the opinions of
the Secretary of Defense and the President ;__r;_g:_egard to uniforms,
an effort was madé to find the attitude of the Congress i‘r_ljefgf_ard’ :
to uniform appropriations. Mr., Scrivner, who opposed the oréigingl -
appropriation, warned that there was not 1ikeljr to be any change
.22 ~ in Congressional attitude. |

The Air Force believe*g\:cilge reason for the failure of uniform
appropriations in early 1948 w‘isi'__@e_g_,_,desiré of Congressmen and
others to have a single uniform for all military services. There-
fore, Mr. Symington advised Mr. FredMM.'Vinson of the House Armed -
Services Committee that there was littlemym]“./ikelihood that a single
uniform would be adopted by the services, He said that each service

was different and should have a distinctive uniform to keep up its

23, 24 espirit de corps. !'
‘ , 4
|

i Regarding the Congressional objection to the manner in which
/

b
%

the olive drab unifomms would be disposed of, General Edwin Rawlings

\i contacted Mr. Robert L. F. Sikes, a member of the Subcommittee of
.?

k

{ the Armed Services House Appropriations Committee. General
Rawlings reemphasized that none of the olive drab uniforms would
be wasted. When Mr. Sikes requested a written statement, General
Rawlings complied stating:

The Air Force will integrate the new blue uniform
into our program on a gradual basis so that by approximately
September, Calendar year 1950, each airman will have in his
possession one complete new uniform., Initially the new
uniform will only be worn for off duty wear /and/ special
functions with the OD still to be utilized for work fommation
« » o as the program develops, the old uniforms that are worn

o =T
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out will be replaced with blue instead of OD . . . The

Department of Army will cooperate with the Air Force by

utilizing Air Force excess OD stocks.

Between the first and second time the uniform bill went to
Congress, the Air Force found that the cost required to issuéyé ,
complete uniform had risen sharply. The unit price per man was
now $1hli.b2, whereas it had been estimated at $109.70 a year before.
Too, credits lost from the undyed serge material in 1947 considerably
increased the cost., It was also fouhd thaﬁ the cost of the proposed
uniform would be $89,000,000 while the budget and credits on |

textiles from the Army gave credits of only around $83,000,000.

! The difference would be absorbed in the Army and USAF program for

| Fiscal Year 1950,

The Quartermasfer General and his staff promised to follow
the new uniform program energetically. In 1949 a staff study was
made for the Air Force uniform program by the Quartermaster General.
Unfortunately, the Quartermaster had not within recent years had
any experience in changing the uniform of a large group of military
personnel,

Although the Quartermaster Corps had had considerable ex-

perience in equipping large groups of military personnel with one

‘or more new items, many problems presented themselves. It was

found that supply, even when liberally provided, does not always
meet the demand. There were also problems of extended pipe lines
and distribution difficulties which were not helped by a general

lack of supply discipline.



In the matter of how the supply was to be handled, the Air
Force and the Army agreed that the Quartermastér Corps was to be
primarily a purchase and storage agency for the USAF. The Quarter-
master was to assist Qzégg;ily in initiating the program. |
Mr, Symington requested in January 1949 that the Quartermaster
31 begin procurement operations immediately. At the same time, the
AMC was advised of its new responsibilities. It would have control
of all individual clothing and equipége funds and control the
distribution, storage, and issue of new uniforms at depbt and base
levels for supplies. The AMC was further charged with furnishing
general supply requirements; shipping schedules, and returning all
28; 33 ' unused Army type items of clothing and equipage to the Quartermaster.
| Concerning the return of the olive drab uniforms to the Army,
final agreement was not reached until early 1951. The agreement
stated that all excess Army-type clothing in Air Force possession
would be transferred to the Department of the Army., This left the
Air Force with only enough olive drab to supply Army troops attached
to the Air Force. Headquarters, USAF and the Quartermaster General
decided that all subsequent transfers between the Departments of
the Air Force and Army would be on a local reimbursement basis.
Stock transfers in the continental United States would be on the
h1 basis of purchase requests. In an effort to achieve a more co-
ordinated uniform program, in June 1950 the AMC undertook
responsibility for the development of all uniform clothing and
completion of specifications and patterns. However, the Quarter-

master Corps performed all actual procurement, and any problems

o~
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that might arise between development and procurement would be
carried on directly between the AMC and the Qﬁértermaster Corps.,
In the matter of design, one of the most important projects
was the combat unifom, which was made of a cotton sateen matérialﬁ
g The uniform itself consisted of an inner shirt, an outer jacket
apd trousers. The color was the new sage gréen'which lookgd grey
'fib the average man, This uniform was approved 11 4pril 1951 by
the Chief of Staff in accordance with changes recommended by the
Far Bast Air Force, Whenthe blue uniform was issued totthe Air
Force, a system of monetary clothing allowances was set up., This
. T~
system gave airmen necessary funds to procure uniform clothing
through clothing sales stores estéblished by the &ir Force.

(j\ﬁ f With the cash derived from sales to the airmen, Supply Division,
A i ,‘éb .
x i&; AMC, would (1) procure textiles; (2) provide for fabrication; (3)

\ pay first destination transportation éxpenses; and (L) replenish
the stock of clothing in depots and clothing stores for subsequent
resale to aimmen as needed.

In the establishment of the clothing fund there were many

' problems to be solved. The first was deciding which items to
incorporate under the stock fund, as there were many items common
to individual and organizational equipment., Decisions on these
items were subsequently reached at the AMC and Headquarters, USAF.

Next, the problem arose as to the amounts of each item the

Air Force had in its possession., There were on order undelivered

textiles purchased with funds from the previous year. Many of

-10-



these textiles were in transit from the prime manufacturer to

the Quartermaster's warehouse, and from Quafﬁéfmaster and fabri-
cator to Air Force bases with and without clothing stores. This _
condition presented a difficult task in preparing an inventd}y of
all items,

The main problem which faced the AMC Comptroller was the’
development of an effective, over-all accounting procedure for
the stock fund. Strict control hadlto be kept over the following:

(1) Purchasing within the limit of the allotment from |
Headquarters, USAF, |

(2) Control of the monetary value of textiles utilized
in the fabrication of the uniform items and in accord
with pricing for the garments.

(3) Payment of obligations against the stock fund from a
centrally located point in order to take advantage of
purchase discounts.

(L) Provision of an accounting entry to indicate variance
between the purchase price and the authorized selling
price of inventory carrying value.

(5) Provision of an adequate system for recording the
various types of sales to alrmen.

(6) Provision of a standard form for reporting the over-all
operation of procurement, finance, stares, and warehouse.

To meet these needs an accounting system was devised in gpproxi-

mately 30 days by the AMC and presented to the Deputy Chief of Staff,

-11-



Comptroller, USAF, for review and acceptance. However, the
Comptroller did not accept the proposed proceaube, as hevfelt
it was inadequate for the accounting problems involved.

Mr, Henry Basset and Lt. Col. Thomas Syrne were assigned“by ,
Headquarters, USAF to develop a comprehensive accounting system.
The system ﬁas then utilized for a period of three months, during
which time it was amended by some 30 book messages plus an‘equél
number of correspondence changes to ﬁhe manﬁal.

A new manual was created and put into operation 1 September
1950, After one month's oéeration this manual was found to bé
inadequate, primarily due to the buildup of the Air Force andﬁ
problems that were encountered in the first month's operation.?
However, the AMC conducted operations under this manual, amending
it as the need arose until a new manual could be developed. At a
world-wide conference held in January 1951, of all clothing sales
store operators, suggestions were made for the revision of the
manual. As a result, the new manual was placed in operation
1 April 1951. A revised marmual was placed in operation on 1 July
195¢, the beginning of Fiscal Year 1952, This manual has been
judged adequate to operate the clothing stores on a business-like
basis, and to maintain the financial integrity of the store fund,
The manual was also considered adequate to cover all procurement
transactions. However, minor changes of an internal nature have
been constantly made to improve the efficiency of the accounting
in the clothing sales stores and in the general office of the Stock
Clothing Fund at Headquarters, AMC.

T -12-
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The monetary clothing allowance system is more efficient '
than the old system for several reasons. Fifgf,'it permits pro-
curement of items based on sales tariffs rather than on tariffs
designed by Quartermaster Corps or college groups, which aré'
predicated upon a fixed number of people and the sizes they represent.
Procurement is now being performed in the samé way as doe§ any
retéil clothing outlet in commercial practice, Secondly, inasmuch
as the capital of the stock fund is fixed,‘this operation is not
subject to Congressional appropriations, This means purchases
are based on need and are made 12 months a year, and cannot be
delayed by failure of Congress to pass an appropriation measure
on time. Third, the stock fund can buy when prices are lowest
rather than at the end of the fiscal year.

Fourth, a uniform was

provided for all Air Fggpe persqﬂgglAstandard as to quality, shade,

and fit, which heretofore was not possible or probable under the
inkind issue basis.

Incentive was provided for the enlisted man to take proper
care of his clothing, inasmuch as proper care saved the airman
money from his cash allowance, which in turn'was the same as a

W, e

LN A
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bonus.
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THE ARMY AIF \ . '
INGTON, D, C. . - '

ZARIEN

WAR DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

30 January 1946
\EMORANDUM FOR GENERAL CHAUNCEY '

SUBJECT: Air Force Uniform

1. The attached R & Rs and study were prepared in this
office with a view towards designing a distinctive uniform . -

" for the autonomous Air Force. The ideas suggested are

principally from the Personnel standpoint as regards mora.'l.e’," ‘

etc, of individuals in the Air Force. It was contemplated
that the study would be approved by you and turned over to
AC/AS-k4 to apply their professional knowledge to our ideas.
The R & R to AC/AS-k directs that office to make up sample
uniforms along the lines suggested for further consideration

by the Air Staff,

e

2. It is not considered desirable for the Air Force
to get too deeply involved in any overall Army uniform now.
It is strongly recommended that the Air Force express them~
selves as desiring a distinctive uniform for all members
of the Air Force, including ASWAAFS. This point is con-
sidered essential for morale within the membership of the

Air Force.

’ 3, The attached sketches were made up from the ldeas

" suggested in our study. It is realized that there will be
considerable controversy over many of the features and t00,
that professional knowledge applied to the actual formation
of the uniforms will necessitate certain changes. The
sketches are primarily for the purpose of giving life to the
word pictures. Tt is belleved that any controversy on
minor points should be aveided until the sample uniforms

are submitted to the Alr Staff.

WILLTAM E. HALL
Brigadier General, USA
Deputy AC/AS-1

N
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ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

SUBfFCT: Proposed Air Force Uniform

TO: ' Asst Chief of Alr Staff - 3

FROM:  Asst Chief of Alr Staff - 3

- . T o 5 -
Major _L_strygnr (vml

) l. This office has reviewed the attached copy of staff study on Proposed
Force Uniform and considers it most desirable to estadlish an attract;vo,Air;x/
uniform, regardless of the eutonomous status of the Air Force, becaguse of the
functional requirements of Air Force uniforms, . e

2. Air Force uniforms tied to Army standard requirements have never be
P functionally sound, It is believed feasible to design a uniform which is
‘ functional and attractive as well, ‘

L 3. In addition to the principles put forth in the attached staff study,. tl
P following Principles are recommended; "The Air Force uniform should be practical
ﬁ? and comfortable for all flying, including wearing under flying clothing of all
types, yet should bresent a neat appearance when returning to post duty, or whe

golng off the post, so as to obviate the necessity for carrying other,unitqrmp
flights " - ‘ X AR e

.4 This office does not entirely agree with ‘the principles of the' attac :
" staff study with regards to colore, It ie believed that camouflage is of only’::
minor importance to the Air Force uniform, The principles of heat absorption and.

. heat reflection will be violated if the same color 1s used for the winter and e i
¢+ summer uniform. The winter uniform should be dark and the summer unifora ghould be °

~ light, It 1is believed that there is no objection to two colors, or even two . styles,:
\\-aince we would be reducing considerably from the present maltiple styles and colors
J\ 7 It is also recommended that consideration be given to a uniform color of blue-gray
/‘f similar to the R.A.F. or the Luftwaffe, which appears to ideally combine attractive-

(I

ness and Practicability,

’

5. This office does not concur in Paragraph 8 a. of the attached study
that no distinction should bde made between summer and winter uniforms except- i
difference of fabric welght. It is believed that a summ
8o that it may be washable in hot damp weather.

L : i e
6. This office non-concura with Peragraph 11 a. (2) in that insignia of 'salc;
" ehould be placed on shoulder loops of the duty jacket or on the shirt when woxrn ‘withow
the jacket., fThe insignia proposed for summer uniforms and duty uniforms follows ‘the
R.A.F. type which appears sloppy and unmilitary. Washable detachable loop insignia. -
cannot be slipred over starched or unstarched shoulder loops without causing them: to

of the shirt, and insignie of rank on the sleeve of the duty jacket

7. With reference to Paragraph 12, Qther Necessitiews, it ilfrocénp ide
the shirt worn with dress or duty uniform be of a different but ha:monihing, 0,

or that the shirt be several shades lighter than the uniform, the tie‘to

L PAGEL-2.
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Proposed Air Force Uniform.

Chief of Adr Staff-1 DATE 1 MAY )94
S COMMENT No' 2
Qh4of of Air Staff-3 ‘ CONTINUED

d/or harmonizing color with the uniform. The same applies to the color of the socks.

o With reference to Paragraph 12 f., Overcoat, the present dress trench coat
18 being considered as a pattern for the overcoat is not warm enough for some
areas even with a liner installed and consideration of this fact should be given in
dasigning an all-purpose overcoat.

It is recommended that another approach to the problem be considered - that is,
hovaubmiasion of basic requirements to uniform and men's tailoring specialista along
th the request that they make complete studies considering all factors of practica-
ility and appearance.

3' Consideration should be given to the probability of militmry personnel

g ng civilian ‘clothing during off-duty hours as a factor in reducing the number of
idifternnt types of uniforms proposed in the study, particularly the "dresshmtype, Every
‘effort should be made to combine the dress and duty uniforms for if this is not done
there will inevitably be a mixture of the two types, both on and off the post.

12, It is believed that if officers continue to purchase uniforms on the market the
result will be a variety of non-regulation colors. It is believed that cloth manufacture
-should be more strictly controlled or that approved cloth be issued to tailors by the
‘Quartermaster.

+ It is recommended that we not allow the present wave of "gripes" by enlisted
to color our Judgment to the extent that officers' and enlisted mens' uniforms become
bsolutely identical. Color and cut should be controlled, but officers should continue
0 buy uniforms of the best tailoring and material that they can afford. Good enliated -
respect officers of superior appearance, and esprit de corps is fostered when officers
e care and pride in their uniforms. It must not be forgotten that enlisted men, for
lous reasons, want to be able to identify their officers and at a distance.

FRANCIS H. GRISWOLD
Brigadier General, U.S.A. »
Deputy Asst. chiof of Air“Stattw

3*2‘ T . ‘ ‘ . PAGE 3 " 33308, A7 (RRY 20 WY
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.. 'DISCUSSION

WASHINGTON

SUBJECT: Proposed Distinctive Mr Far ce Uniform

1, To prescribe policies applicable to the fashioning of &

" aistinctive uniform for the Air Forces.

. ASSUMPTION

2. That the Air Force will be established as a coordinate
member of a single Department of Armed Forces, and, a8 such, will
have its own distinctive uniform.

i

3 Detailed inquiry into the problem of creating an attractive

 caveer for enlisted men in the Postwar Air Force has made it appe~

.. rent that a matter of importance is the provision for a uniform 80
designed and tailored that it will be worn not only properly and

proudly but voluntarily. It must not be one that a man will wear
only under compul.sion. The present uniform, although made of ex=

| ‘7'-~eellent material, is nob tailored or designed so that it is always

amart in appearances. and enlisted men are prone to complain that
it is of poorer appearance than the officer's uniform.

4e In considering a uniform for members of & military establish- -

ment, it appears highly desirable for a1l members, both officer and
enlisted personnel, to wear the ~same uniform with differences in
status indicated only through distinctive insignia. It 1is fimly
pelieved that one of the morale problems which has alweys faced

" our armed forces has been the fact that officers were permitted to

wear & uniform 80 entirely different from that of the enlisted men
that a severe class line was drawn. As modern developments of war- .
fare have integrated the enlisted men and officers more and more,
that class line nas proved to be a much greater problem. To aggra~
vate the situation further, exigencies of war and undesirable
practices have permitted officers to deviate from a prescribed uni-
form tO the point where officers have been desipgning their omn
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Memo for the Chief of Air staff, Subj: Proposed Distinctive'Air
Force Uniform ’ .

uniforms and the name wuniform® has lost much of its meaning.

|

1 ‘

5 5. It is believed that the above stated problems can be ovex

\ come by restoring the tuniform® to its original concept--that is

\ to dress military personnel in clothes that are distinctive to

{ their organization--to the end that each man within a force is

! recognizable by his dress and that that dress is truly uniform

{ throughout the establishment, The position or rank of each in-
dividual can be recognized by prescribed accessories to the dis-
tinctive dress of his organization.

! 6. Recognizing the fact that, under present laws, an office
{ 1s required to purchase his own uniform while an enlisted man is'
‘ jssued all articles of duty clothing, a uniform common to all mem-:
bers of an organization must be so designed that civilian tailors:
will be able to duplicate the color, material, and style specifica-
o tions. An alternate to this requirement would be to change exist=
‘ ing laws to provide jssue of uniforms to officers as well as en-
listed men, This, however, is believed unnecessary if proper
choice of color, style and material is made.

7. Color--There are several requirements which mast be
considered in making a cholce of color for a uniforme

a. Primarily the color must be practicals It should be"
one that does not show dirt easily and one which is possible of i :
manufacture without a complicated dyeing procedure. C

b, The color must be of a type that is easy to dupliﬁaéo
| in order that the uniform of all personnel will be exactly the same’

v shade. »
o. Tt must be a fast color that will not fads or deteri-

orate to any noticeable degree due to repeated cleaning and wear -
or due to age or climatic conditionse o

4. Tt must be & color that is pleasing o the eye and
does not cause a person who must wear it often to tire of i@l'

% e. The chosen color must meet military requirements.for
E camouflage to a degree consistent with practicality and good tas
| It is also desirable that the color be different from preseantly

accepted uniforms of other armed forces. e

i e £, Considering the above stated requirements, there are
‘ » ' several ecolors that are recommended to be tested, They are, ,
: order of desirable priority: s

L
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‘Memo for the Chief of Air Staff, Subj: Proposed Distinctive Air
Force Uniform

(1) #Dark Gray (Gun-metal) (Approximately No. 112
in Webster's Color Chart)

(2) *tedium Brunswick Green (Approximately No. 65 -
in Webster's Color Chart)

(3) #Cocoa (Approximately No. 121 in Webster's
Color Chart)

(4) #Sapphire Blue (Approximately No. 86 in Webstert's
Color Chart)

*NOTE: Names of colors taken from Webster's Color Chart.
These are approximate colors,

“tvY. - 84 Types--The next problem that poses itself regarding’
uniforms is the determination of types of uniforms required. At
the present time, war exigencies and a loose interpretation of
uniform regulations have resulted in a multitude of uniform
styles and types. It is believed that, in the interests of economy
and to keep the idea of uniformity apparent, it is advisable to

"limit the number of types of uniform authorized to a bare minimum,
consistent with practicality. This paper, therefore, will deal

; only with so-called "work" and "dress" uniforms. The question of

; formal wear is considered outside the scope of this study. .

Z : a. No distinction is to be made between a summer and a
e winter uniform. Different weight fabrics should definitely be
‘ provided for but the design and color of all uniforms will be such

- that light and heavy weight clothing will be the same in appearance.
In each case the trousers and blouse or jacket will be of the same
material and color. It will thus be possible to permit the wearing
: of either the so-called "summer™ or Mwinter® uniform at the option
i of the individual,

~ b. "Dress" Uniform for ordinary wear--This uniform should
' 'be of smart appearance, suitable for wear on all ordinary occasions.
‘ It should be styled comfortably to permit the wearer complete free-
dom, yet be simple and durable.

‘ ‘ c. "Duty Uniform—This uniform should be of a type suit-
i " able for working in offices or performing duties on the post. It
should be of the same material as the Mdress" uniform yet have as
its chief objective the assurance of comfort for the wearer while

at the same time maintaining a neat appearance.

d. "Fatigue® Uniform—-The fatigue uniform will be that
adopted as standard for the Armed Forces, both as to color and

3
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‘individuals to the extent consistent with other requirements. ' There

Memo for the Chief of Air Staff, Subj: Proposed Distinctive Air
Force Uniform

material and will not be considered further here. Mechanics uniforms
will conform, if possible, to articles used in the other Armed Force

9. Style—The next problem presenting itself is that of stylaa»
for the various uniforms., The styles must be limited by smart
appearance, practicality, simplicity and good taste. '

a. M"Dress" Uniform——This uniform should consist of a
blouse and trousers in a neat, comfortable, practical style. The
blouse should be of a type most sultable to the greatest number of

seems to be considerable difference of opinion as to whether this
should be double breasted or single breasted style.

(1) Double breasted proponents clalm the follow1ng
advantages:

(a) The wearer will have a greater tendency to .
keep the blouse buttoned because of the
uncomfortable hang of a double breasted
coat when open,

(b) Properly tailored, a double breasted coat
glves the wearer smoother lines and permit
greater opportunity to effect the illusion '
of slimmer hips and broader shoulders.

(¢) A protruding stomach is more readily hidden.
() Defenders of the single breasted blouse claim:
(a) There is greater economy of material.

(b) The illusion of greater height and smooth =" :.
conformation is obtained as easily if not . -
easier with proper tailoring. '

(3) 1In any event, certain principles will apply to .
either, Unifoxms of both styles should be made,g
up for ultimate decision, ‘
(a) The coat would be well fitted with no flar-

ing skirt.

(b) The only outside pockets would be hidden - -
side pockets with only a flap showing - the o
pockets to be bellows type, expanding to
the inside. There should be two inner

L
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Miemo for the Chief of Air Staff, Subj: Proposed Distinctive Air
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breast pockets for utility use.

(¢) TFor neater all around appearance and great-
er utility, the use of double side vents is
recommended in preference to a single vent
in the center of the rear of the coat, -

(d) The blouse should have free action shoulders
and a back without pleats or belt, It should

‘ hang neatly and gracefully without appearing

“ sloppy. No shoulder straps or epaulsttes

; would be used. E

(e) The trousers should be of a neat, military
cut with a mediun high waist,; in order
that they may be worn with the Jacket of

L the duty uniform, The waist should be
‘ : tailored for wear with suspenders or belt,
. There should be no pleats or cuffs.

(£) A full lining is recommended for the blouse.

(g) The use of stitching across each breast
about eipght (8) inches down from the shoulder
line to be used as a base line for ribbons
and wings is recommended.

b. ®Duty" Uniform--~This uniform should be of a style
particularly designed for comfort.

(1) The blouse should be a single breasted battle
Jacket type, preferably of the style which is
slightly full at the walst giving a blouse
effect so that the wearer, when sitting down,
will not have a gap between the trousers and
the jacket., It is recommended that a style
similar to the present quartermaster jacket, field,
wool, OD be adopted except for the waist band
which should provide for some internal adjustment

, such as an elastic band across the rear in order

I to give the blouse effect.

(2) The cuffs of the jacket should be of the ad-
i ' justable type with concealed button,

(3) The jacket should have a zipper front with a
fly covering the zipper.

. 5
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entiation between individuals.

Memo for the Chief of Air Staff, Subj: FProposed Distinctive m

Force Uniform LR

(4) Shoulder loops will be provided on the jacket’
in such a form that the rank insignia may be
presented in as neat and practical manner as

possible, B
(5) The pockets! should be hidden with only the flap.
visible. : ‘

(6) The trousers should be exactly the same ‘as. thos
worn with the ®dress# uniform in order that they
may be interchangeable. It is repeated that the
trousers should be medium high waisted to better
guard against a gap between the trousers and .
jacket when in a sitting position. BRI

(7) A full lining for the jacket is focomxpsnd._od.ﬁ

10, Material--The materials for the uniform must be determin
through individual study by an agency thoroughly familiar with the .
professional aspects of the problem, However, general stipulations
can be made, The material should be: o

a. Hard enough to hold a good press. .

b, Durable enough to wear‘mll‘j,unde.r‘adverso_‘ conditipns;.‘

*,

. Able to take and hold a fast color,
4. Adaptable to good tailoring in dif

e. Easily procured in large q\zggt;i.tifé‘é;
' There must be at least two weights of materials, since wint
summer uniforms will be identical except for weight. S

11, Insip Completion of the uniform demands a considera~.
tion of insignia and other accessories, It is recommended strong- '
that insignia and accessories of all types be limited to an. ‘' "
absolute minimum, It appears desirable that all personnel be =
jdentified with their major organization by their uniform, Rank - -
designation, badge of seronautical rating and awards ribbons will .
be the ocnly authorized additions to the uniform. To keep the .
esprit de corps of the Ar Force at top level, it is desirable
that all personnel be permitted to wear the same uniform with .
only the necessary military command requirements causing differ=
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_Memo for the Chief of Air Staff, Subj: Proposed Distinctive Air
.. Force Uniform '

a, Officers: ‘ ' »

(1) Officers dress uniform will carry insignia of
rank on each sleeve., This insignia should be
in the form of distinctive stripes the same
as now used by the Navy for its six grades of
1ine officers and five grades of flag officers.
The only departure from the Navy system will
be in the color of these insignia stripes which
should be uniformly black or black edged with
some harmonizing color for ease in recognition.
In the case of professional officers such as
Chaplains, Medical Officers, and Air Judge
Advocate Officers, there will be a small
device centered on the outside of each sleeve
a short distance above the top rank stripe
which will identify the wearer's major duty
within the Air Force.

(2) Officers duty uniform will carry insignia of
rank (and duty designation where applicable)
on each shoulder using the same system of
stripes as employed for the dress uniform,
except in appropriately reduced size. Shoulder
loops provided on the duty jacket will be
utilized for this purpose.

(a) When the shirt is worn without blouse or
jacket, insignia of rank will be placed on
shoulder loops of the shirt in a manner
similar to the duty Jacket.

b. Warrant officers will wear insignia on both dress and °
b © duty uniforms in the same manner as prescribed for officers., The
grades of warrant officers will be recognized by very narrow stripes,
i approximately one third the width of the officers stripes, excepl

i in the case of the highest grade warrant officer who will wear

one broad stripe similar to the officer stripes but with trans—
verse markings for identification. The lowest grade warrant

of ficer will wear one stripe with one stripe added for each
progressive grade until the top grade is reached, The stripes

will be of the same material and color as the officers stripes.

T TR G

¢c. Enlisted personnel - dress and duty uniform--Insignia
of enlisted grade will be worn on both sleeves, ‘“he present

7
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Memo for the Chief of Alr Staff, Subj: Proposed Distinctive Air

Force Uniform .

system of chevrons will be used through the adopted grades.

: (1) Chevrons denoting grade will be broader than at
T present. The chevron, when in position, should
L cover half the circumference of the sleeve and
f will be worn on the upper &I

‘ (2) When the shirt is worn without blouse or Jacket
{ insignia of rank will be placed on the sleeves
of the shirt in the same manner &s the blouse

or jacket.

| , (3) 1Insignia [ﬁateriquhwill be of the same materi
and color as officers insignia. s

b d. Service bars and all other distinctive insignia
_currently authorized for wear on the sleeve - except insignia of
1 rank - should in the case of both officers and enlisted men be
‘ dispensed with and the act or service for which authorized be
indicated by some ribbon or addition thereto. For instance, show
enlisted man's service by some device on the ribbon of the good

conduct medal.

: e, Aviation badges, awards, etc. will be worn as
‘ prescribed in current regulations.

.f; 12. Other Necessities-—Certain other necessitles for a
’ uniform must be considered along with the basic uniform.

b _ a, Headgear:

& (1) It is recommended that the basic headgear be a

- ‘ cap similar in style to the present garrison
cap, The cap should be of the same nmaterial

and color as the basic uniform, with the

present rank insignia (for officers) and

officer, enlisted men's braid as are presently

used,

3 (2) An alternate cap similar to- the present

o ‘ service cap—made of a suitable material in

¢ s color the same as the basic uniform should
E pe devised. A suitable cap device should be’
: adopted. iegulations should be definite as
to the wearing of this cap to discourage any
attempt to destroy the neat and military
appearance of the uniform by deforming the

: headgear.
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" “Memo for the Chief of Air Staff, Subj: FProposed Distinctive Air
. . Force Uniform :

. b, Shoes—Shoes should be of & standard civilian style

in a color suitable for the color uniform chosen. (In the case of -
the recommended dark grey uniform, black shoes should be worn,)
The shoes should be plain toed, with both high and low cut styles
to be issued enlisted personnel.

¢. Shirts--The only shirt authorized for w%ar with either
the "dress® or "duty® uniform should be one the same color as the
uniform and made on the same.pattern as the presently authorized
shirt. Material would be wool or cotton at the wearerts choice.

: , d., Ties--~The regulation tie is recommended to be one
which will metch the shirt and uniform in adopted color. Any
material meeting standards of practicality is acceptable,

. e. Socks—Socks authorized for wear with the uniform
should match 3t in color. Any desired material could be used,

R £ Overcoat—The authorized overcoat would be patterned

ﬁafterﬁthe'present commonly used dress trench coat. Coat would be

. provided with a removable liner with sleeves. The color would

" match that accepted for the basic wiiform and any appropriate

- ‘'materials preferably one that could be showerproofed, could be
used., Ingignia of of ficers rank would be worn on the shoulder,
‘utilizing shoulder loops, and in the case of enlisted men, on the
sleeve in the same manner as. prescribed for the uniform,

: g. Buttons--Butions on the duty uniform will be concealed,
therefore may be plain. Buttons on the overcoat should be plain
‘and of a matching color. Exposed buttons on the dress uniform
should be of a matching color and of plastic or other material which
would permit the cap device mentioned in paragraph 12 a (2) above
to be incorporated.

' RECOMENDATION

1.‘ It is recommended that the uniform suggestions outlined
above be accepted for planning purposes.

Ty

WILLIAM E. HALL
Brigadier General, USA
Deputy AC/AS-1
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ROUTING "AND RECORD SHEET

SUBJECT:

proposed Distinctive Alr Force Und form

TO: AC/AS-‘& ‘ ‘ . ' . . DATE <

FROM: Chief. of Adr Staff

I-u'r

. : ~ ‘COMME;ZNT'l 0.
_ Col Wrigglesworth/lh,

1, Attached is a copy of a study on a proposed distinctive Air rorce‘ﬂnit&-q
prepared by AC/AS-1. The policies leid down in this study are approved for p 7

purposes. , ] ’

2, It is desired that you arrange for the procurement and testing of varion
materials, in the suggested colors, meeting the required specifications and/or ‘such’
additional specifications as you may deem necessary., It is further desired that
sample uniforms be made in the styles recommended, from such material as proves to
be most acceptable and that these uniforms be submitted to the Air Staff for

consideration.

3, It is requested that this project be given as high a priqrity”_gp pra.ot
consistent with your other commitments, - L T N O

et

Tab A - Memo for C/AS, subj; Proposed .
Distinctive Air Force Uniform
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10+ Asst: Chief of Atr Stafr-l

ROUTING AND’

SUBJECT:
l Proposed Alr Force Uniform.

K iIt is recommended that . conaideration be given to soliciting the opinion
from‘a ‘eross-section of enlisted personnel concerning style, material, color, and
other Iactors for all uniforms.

flO. It is recommended that another approach to the problem be considered - that ia,
aubmisaion of basic requiromenta to uniform and men's taliloring apecialiata along - :

'wﬂhring civilian ‘clothing during off-duty hours as a factor in reducing the number- of
different types of uniforms proposed in the study, particularly the "dress"type, Every

"effort should be made to combine the dress and duty uniforms for if this is not ‘don ;
thore will inevitably be a mixture of the two types, both on and off the post.

‘{1'512. It is believed that if officers continue to purchase -uniforms on the market the
result.will be a variety of non-regulation colors. It 1s believed that cloth mangfactuxe

N

: ,agﬂﬁl',be .more strictly controlled or that approved cloth be issued to tailors by{ h
b m ‘.

13. It is recommended that we not allow the present wave of "gripes" by enlisted
fi-men to color our judgment to the extent that officers' and enlisted mens!' uniforms become
ﬁabsolutely identical. Color and cut should be controlled, but officers should continue
%o, buy uniforms of the best tailoring and material that they can afford. Good enlisted -
in reapect officers of superior appearance, and esprit de corps is fostered when officer
It must not be forgotten that enlisted mon,,for~‘
ious reasons, wnnt to be able to identify their officers and at a distance.: ‘

o

FRANCIS H. GRISWOLD
) Brigadier General, U.8.A. . .5 yiw
e Deputy.Anlt._Uhiof of Air, Stlf E

i

' J\rey

S
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ROUTING AND RECORD' &

SUBJECT:

Proposed iir lorce Uniform.

‘T ‘ TO: AC/AS-1

FROM: AC/AS-5, Special Planning Division [ ASe/7T34S
1. Before selecting a specific uniform this' office believes tha ﬁin( hghid
submit the job of design and color to professionals in the uniform field.: " Thi
; uniform will probably receive considerable publicity. If it is attractiv65&it\viii
4l ' stimulate recruiting, morsle, and in general a favorable public conscicusness of -
I the Air Forces. Therefore, let us reduce the possibilities of mistake' 'ty hiring:
the best talent available to assist us in this important matter, ST

2. Re Par. 2b of covering R&R accompanying study: This office does
that the uniform should be conservative. It is suggested- that the word:n :
be replaced with the phrase "in good taste". A noticeable bit of color tastefully
applied has always been attractive in a military outfit, In general, people’like

colorful uniforms unless they are carried to the extremes of - theater do
musical-comedy generals, " ‘ ‘ Lo

v

3. Re Par. 2d of covering R&R accompanying study: While it is agreed _
types of uniforms should be held to & minimum, it is suggested that a tropical
form consisting of shorts and short-sleeved open-neck shirt be added to the’a
The British custom of wearing long socks with the shorts does not seem: to be'wd e@
in connection with this uniform, detracting as it does from the otherwise complete!
comfort of the ensemble. \here protection against mosquitos or grass . is required;
this suggested uniform must, of course, give way to a proper outfit.. . Howeve;

_Will have a large number of stations where shorts can be worn with safety
comfort. - ' R

AN

4. Our more particular comments on proposed Memorandtimyfor‘.Chie'
are listed below by paragraph. ) ERt

Y

Re Par. 7. After establishing our general color requirements, as has-bee
done, let us not specify the color itself but hire the best talent and give it.fre
rein in the color field. Let us require many samples made up ofimAﬁr;CUIOrsiﬂlThéh
to assist us in our choice, let us have live models right here in‘the ‘Pentagoen,

ke Par. 8. It is believed that all uniforms should be considered st thi
time including, along with duty and dress uniforms, formal and fatigue uniforms.

Re Par. 8a. Suggest weighty consideration be given to shorts and shirts
with open necks and short sleeves for summer ang tropical wear. The lack of suc
a uniform has long plagued the Army. Its desirability is admitted on every hand,

yet little if anything appears to have been done about it.

e Par. 8d. If there is to be a standard fatigue uniform for allfihé
armed forces, our reference to this uniform in paragraph 8 is withdrawn. i ¥




SUBJECT:

Proposcd Air Forco Uniform (Cont'd)

TO:

S

. present, be smaller. A recent conference of representative non—co

‘desired to point out again the advantages of not specifying color at this'time;

AC/A5-1.

AC/AS-5, Special Planning Division

Re Par. 9.

Suggest that the word "gimplicity" ve strick

example, the present summer uniform blouse.

Re Par. 10. Here again we recommend consideration of shorts
should be washable. *

Re Par. 1la (1). Opinion on the use of the Navy ‘system of"sleeve insign
is divided. - Nevertheless, whatever system of insignia is finally selectedL

permitting commercial companies to present us with uniforms in a wide variety' £
colors, including the colors of strlpes if they are to be used. . - o

. Re Par. 1llc (1) Suggest that chevrons, instead of being rqader than#

made this recommendatlon.

Re Par. 12a (2). Beartily concur in the necessity for -discouraging any
attempt to destroy the neat and military appearance of the uniform by deforming -
the headgear. Witness the absolutely inacceptable top pieces now worn by many.
of our officers. Ve should look upon our headgear not as aomething to fly 1n, but
as something to wear on the station and in town.

Re Par. 12c. Suggest that the shirt be of the same color but a lighter
shade than the uniform proper. In connection with the proposed uniform of shorts
and short-sleeved shirt, something similar to the Lnglish bush jacket mqy evolve
as desirable.

Re Par. lad. The tie should be of a contrasting color with that'of

maxd. mum contrast is afforded.

Re. Par. 12g. Suggest that buttons be left to the uniform designor

Major General, USA

Incl
1one  AG/AS-5

n/c A
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The meeting was opened at 1030 hours by Major General Whitten's opening
address in whioh he outlined the various aspeots of the new uniform on whbhh
deoisions were to be reached. General Whitten presented a brief preview of
the various uniforms whioh were to be displayed and outlined the points of
each wnifarm on which decisions were desired, " ‘

le Overooat, Service (0fficers and Enlisted Men)

&«  Four sampls servioe overcoats with oxidized #ilver buttons were "
shown and one sample service overcoat with gold buttons and officerts braid.
8ewn on sleeve three inches from the end of the sloeve was shown, A1l the
overcoats were made of uxbridge material. The anly difference in the over-
coats was in the relative softness and finish of the five models. It was
pointed out by the quartermaster representatives that the harder finigh g -
materiel had the longer would be the 1ife of the garment, .

General Vandenberg raised the point that the overoocat did not
exactly matoh the blouse and trousers of the uniforme. Advice from the man-
ufactuers was forthooming to the effect that 1t was not possible to dye the
uxbridge material of the overcoat with the worsted material of the wniform -
and that in the pProoess they #ad & choige of & green or red shade of blue,
The overcoats in this display were on the greenish blend and therefore, S
looked better thap) did the redish blende In other words, it created a pleas-
ing oontrast. It was brought out that the lining of these coats was :
whereas the lining of the present coat is cotton,

Disoussion as to relative costs of the various garments rcvu.lo
the following facts: - ‘ : Vo

Approximate Cost of Individual Overcoat Approximate Cost of Entirg

lodel A. $35.54 12.1 mi1lion dollar
Model Be *38.00 12.9 . !

el C, $38.00 12,9 =
M¥odel De #38000 12.9 ‘ " '
Yodel E. $41.88 45 "

.

977 bl appes

Decision was reached %favcn' of the garme




II. Cap, Insignie (off10ere)
ornemzntation.

, ds Ome uniform with coat, complete with all Air
in’ silver was showm.

"* b ' One uniform with coat, oomplete with a1l Alr Foroce soccesscrie

1nigold was showne - :

‘0s Decision was made in favor of silver o tation,

o Deoision was made to have present ornament, in silver, retained
eap ‘ornament for officerfts. oap. v

. Chevrons (Enlisted Men)

a. Patterns of ohevrons were solected by the majority of personnel
polled at Bolling Field. The enlisted oap ornament of oxidiged silver within
&' oirele was shown on a blue bape 150 enlisted men of the first three grades
were polled at Bolling Fleld end the chevrons and ecap o
reference of 55% of those polled.

o<
" be . The members of this MMMW od with the resu
poll as taken at Bolling Fleld.
Vg e

tents
. # N —~A i
IVe Presentation of a plan for authoriging %he opti /pjmhaae and ./ -J/ ;
~wear of the new uniform by both officers and enlisted men througf™ Acns

ocommereial, as well as Post Exchange sources. 'b/lﬁflg,\s

3 ' —
.- s Decision was made to the effect that new uniform may be worn .
option of the individual in the following instances: !

. "1e Yhen off duty.
2¢ Om duty, when serving with troops not under armse

‘ be It will be late in the fall of 1949 before each enlisted man

will have an issue of one oomplete uniforme. In generasl it seems to be agreed

to 1ssue the new uniform to the enlisted men by geographiocal areas. It was

further sgreed that officers might start to wear the new uniform in the fall

of 1948, It is estimated that it will take 385 days before it will be poa-

sible to procure the necessary material, run tests, and get into full pro=

. duotione It will be approximately 13 months before it will be possible to

o.got all officers one uniform, and 4t will be 10 months before a sufficient

-supply of material will be available. The cost of a two piece uniform will Lo
‘run approximately $53.,00 ;

Question arose as to who would underwrite the cost of the new
uniform to be stocked in Post Exehanges. It was stated that the mamfasturess
-would wnderwrite the cost but the Post Exochanges would have to underwrite ‘tha RISK, |




be on was reached that 28 -
presently worn, will be ede would be late in the fall before . the

g I A

Question wua brought up as to whethear or Wik ;ﬁéwf‘ B
be granted exclusive rights on supplylng the new
Advioce was given that federal statutea require that a'q

ited numbers of Q. M. Sales Stores avallable.
rights of supply to the officers oould be given to the Post

in general Q. M. would equip the troops first and the offioers nexty’

Discussion arose as to the poor tailoring of the present enlisted man's -
uniform as against the tailor-made wniforms of the officers and it was pointed
out that in the past only low grade mamfaocturers ocould be interested in bid-
ing on the business of supplying army uniforms. At present Qe M. is trying
to interest such manufscturers as Eart Schaeffner and Marks ete in bidding
onthis business, It is doubtfull if these higher type manufacturers ocan
be interested in bidding on this business due to the approsching Baster Seas
and the hugh backlog of oivilian demand for their services. . -

Ve Summer Uniform, Cotton Khaki

ee One enlisted man modeled the complete ootton khakl uniform
with silver Ue Se insignia on collar and the approved cap ornament for en-
1isted men; with blue neoktie; khaki oap oover with oxidigzed silver buttons:-. _
and russet visor; russet shoes; tan socks; end belt, shade 33, with oxidiged . " .0
silver buckle. Geumeral disfevor was expressed for this uniforme . 74

Xhaki enlisted men's uniform with accessories could be issueds :

6e In oonnection with this wniform the question of issuing & bush
jecket as a replacemsnt for the present khaki shirt ceme upe One model of ,
this jacket was shown and General Vandemberg asked to have tosts made at Eglin: . .
Field to develop a suiteble top outter garment. for lmr‘iu'uowjbo,thb‘trwp_i'

do Presentation of Suntan tropioal worsted unifmfor optional
wear and purochase by officers and enlisted men.

(1) One uniform ofat of Army design with gold buttons and
accessories; khaki poplin shirt; tropiecal worsted oap
oover with gold buttons; russet shoems russet ocap visar;
gold oap ormament; tan socks; web beltk khaki color with -
satin finish nicket silver belt buckle and blue:necktie
was showne ‘ : I S Y

ﬁ) One uniform, coat of Air Force design with silver buttons

and sccessories; blue poplin shirt; troplogd worsted oap

osover with oxidized silver buttons hoes; wasest

cap visor ;3 silver ocap ornament; ocks; web belt,

¥haki color with satin finish niokel silver belt buokle

'* and blue necktie. : 3
4

Je




6. General Edwnrda broughtvjuzlﬁﬁm ey
, worsted unifornm to all the troops, but ?mn .431-&.
of this material manufectured to make such an ifgue

VI. Discussion on the Interim Uniform.

@s Discussion was mainly ooncerned with changing ' the ‘asi

of the present army uniform to serveres the interim uniforme.. Ous’

P wes displayed with gold buttons and one with silver buttons, bothio
force design. ' ' ' ' '

v

N be Decision was made to continue to use the presont army :
with the addition ?fhﬁdd alr force design buttons,as the interim unmiform '

ﬂ" h L ik, Linse X f1e ~—— . T PTION

VII. Proposed draft of instructions to %il c ds on plans.fo
new unlform, s

: 8¢ It was apgreed to issue an Air Foroe Letter to all 'obuinﬁﬁnds'-.’ oo‘n-,,
" . .tsining instruotions concerning the new uniform "

.. to issue this letter would be two weeks. :

g

VIII. Status of Uniform Regulations

a. A wniform regulation is to follow the issuance of the Air Force

letter which will instruct USAF persomnel as to the mtix policy and length
- of time that certain items of the Army wmiform can be worn by Air Force ° »
+-  personnele This, of course, will all have to be coordinated with the pro- N
. ourement of the new UsS.AsFe uniform items. 2

6\ be Generel Edwards raised the point that the graduating classes
] ' of Mewwe1 Fleld, snd West Point should be among the first to be equipped
with the new wniform. . S .
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‘MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE:
SUBJECT: Air Foros Uniform Programs

1. This study on the various msans, methoda and costs of providing
the Alr Force with a new distinctive uniform was undertaken in ascordance
with verbal instructions given at the Budget Advisory Committee presenta-
tion of a proposed austerity budget for Fiscal Year 1950 in the Offioe ot
the Chief of Staff on 27 September 1948. .

2. In the consideration of the new Air Force uniformm budget for
Fiscal Year 1950, it is desirable to begin by reviewing the original
uniform program presented to Conzrems in Piscal Year 1948 to obtain a
supplementd appropriation and compare that with the present propoaod'
prograns.

3. FLSCAL YEAR 1948 PROGRAY

a. This program required an initial outlay of appmi.mntoly
$54,000,000 based on a strength of 341,000 enlisted men, to provide the
desired uniform items for initial ifssus, full stock levels and turn-over
requirements (Tab A)., With the exception of the cap frame, cap cover.
and shoes, low—qtr, black, a full Table of Allowance issus would be made
to each aimman. The cost of the uniform to be issued to each airman :
was estimated to be $109.70. E

b. In the Fiscal Year 1948, thes Air Force did not have an
autonomous budget; therefore, the stock level computations for Amy depot
stocks and Air Foroes station stock levels were not shown separately. The
sane applies to the turn-over factors. For the Fiscal Year 1950, these ..
computations were made separately as Air Force and Army requirements and
so reflected in the respective budgets.

¢e The oredits itemized in the 1948 program, amounting to
$27,753,500 (Tab A), represented a favorable situation existing in the
Quartemaster General's supply position., At that time, undelivered serpe
yardage could have been converted to the extent of $16,912,500 in .
aredits, For the present program, the supply position of the Quarter-
Master General is materially changed with the result that no gredits
will be granted by the Quartermaster General at this time. This has.
been brought about, according to the views of the thrbemaster General,




bocaunse the OD olotiun ‘ﬁl 14
complotely utilireg bogom o
returned te th

k.

(1) The amount of advance funds

program oreates a falge impression that it 1s an::gditi.om
cost to the taxpayer. 2

5. MININUM ISSUE_procray

8, Thiz 15 a program whereby a minimum of items of the blus |
uniform will be igauad initially to airmen on or about 1 July 1950, The
balange of the items not initially igsued will be procured and available
for iseue during the subgequent Fisoal Years 1951 and 1952, -

b.  Based upon a strength of 441,215 am of 30 June “1950, thig
program requires an initial advance allotment of funds in the amount of
approximately $23,000,000, of which $18,200,000 will be reflected in the
Air Force budget and, approximately $4,800,000 for depot lsvel and intran:
stooks will be reflected in the Army budget (Tab Cl), From these initia:
minimum fundsg advanced, the Shade 84 program in :
year to a complete Table of Allowance issue during the Fiscal Yoear 1953
together with full station, depot and pipeline
Concurrently with this increase in the Shade 84 program, the Shade 33
program decreases until final expiraticn in the Piscal Year 1952, It wil
be noted that no out-nf-pookat cost will acorue to the taxpayer in this
program inasmuch as the $23,000, 000 representing the cost of initial issy

requiremsnts for the Shade 84 uniferm items will be recovered in the Fisc
Years 1951 through 1954 (Tab C5),

6. In the Fiscal Year 1950 budget, provisions will be made
for funds to enable the issua of the following uniform items on or about
1 July 1950 to all airmens : P

- 1 Belt, wob, waist, hlue
1 Cover, cap, service, wool, #84 A
1 Jacket, wool, service #8/ . Lo
2 Neokties, tropical worsted, wool, service #83
2 Shirts, poplin #gy
3 pr Socks, cotton, black
1 pr Trousers, wool, service #84,

d. During the first year, the followl
oomplste the full uniform program would not be

1 Balt, web, vaist, blue

1 Cover, cap, service, wool, #84
2 Shirts, poplin #8/

2 pr Trousers, wool, service #84
1 Coat, wool, mervice #3y

‘

~5m




1 Frame, 0&p, aorv‘riue','b |
1 pr Shoes, low quarter, blso
1 Overcoat, service #84 : Vit

o. Tncluded in the budget esbtimate for the Fivcal
will bs funds in the amount of $46,359,000 in the Air Forcr budget: sndl
$13,822,000 in the Army budgeb ffab C2). In addition there will be &
vement for $21,293,000 in the Alr Force budget for Shace 33 dtems’
for tum-over and replacemant (Tab c3). IR S

£, Instead of sncluding tha OD overcoat in the ALr Force 0D

roouremant. could be made of “he Shede .

progran for the Piscal Year 1951, P
g4, coat. This would reduce the Air Force 0D budget to §9,770,007 from
the Shade B4 program $11,523,000« This

$21,293,000, bub would inorease

would result probably in the necossity of some men ha to0 weara

Shade 84 coat with a Shade 33 unifom. However, this situation will result
at whatever tims the Shade 84 overcoat 183 41ntroduced on & roplacemunt
basis such as provided in this programe ' T Tt

. During January 1951, the

be available for lssuet , v
s i

1 Coat, wool, service #84

1 Frame, cap, service, black :
1'pr Shoes, low quarter, black

following additional artioles will:

'h. The aimmen will continue to be short
following Shade 64 itemst .

1 Belt, web, walst, blue

1 Cover, cap, service, wool #84
> Snirts, poplin #84

2 pr Trousers, wool, service #
1 Overcoat, service f#es .

ood that during the Fiscal Year 1951,

4he Air Force will continue to use jtems of the OD uniform as well as
1tems of the blue uniform. During this period, new inductees will be
given a partial d the blue uniform. This i8 -

necessary in order that all Air Force troops can be turned out in the. .-
same type uniform. Not until Fiscal Year 1952 will full Table of Allow-
ances for a blue uniform be 1gsued to new inductees and be available for
all personnal. : R

3. Commencing in the Fiacal Year 1952, replacements, a3 woll
as initisl issues, for either OD or blus items, w1l be made in Shade 84
However, it ia probable thab most airmen will have thelr full allowance

in the Fiscal Year 1953,

i. It shovld be underst

N



1. ~In April 1952, 1t will ba possible bo
allowance of the blue uniform consisting of:

2 Belts, web, walst, blue :

2 Covers, cap, service, wool #8 T
1 Jacket, wool, service, blue ST

2 Neckties, tropical worsted, wool, service £83 -
4 Shirts, poplin #84 =
3 pr Socke, cotton, black

3 pr Trousers, wool, service #gy
1 Coat, wool, servisce #84

1 Frame, oap, service, black

1 pr Shoeas, low quarter, black

1 Overcoat, service #84

m. The items in addition to the original isgue will be‘, iss
as replacement items in order to fully utilize articles of 0D olothing
effeot a savings through reduced maintenance on the Shade 84 program,

n. For the Fiscal Year 1950, the amounts in the columns
"PCLS Stook Lavels”, "Dapot Levals" and "Stock-in-Transit® are requiren
necessary to establish the 60 day post » camp and gtation operating leve
within the Air Foroe and the 75 day depot operating level for the Army
In the Piscal Years 1951 and 1952, the amounts indicated in these colum
represent requirement increments neaessary to establish the proper atoo

levels and do not represent the 4 entory of stocks on hand at stations
and depotes.

P. Under this program, even the initial issue will not inol
all items of the approved Air Forgs uniform, For example, no initial
proourement, will be made in Fiscal Year 1950 of the black cap frames,
black shoes, or the overcoat. Thus, enlisted borsonnel, when wearing th
Air Foroe uniform will be wearing tan shoes and a ¢ap with a tan visor.
This condition will continue until the Quartemaster General can alter
existing oontracts or make new contreste -o purchase black shoss and ¢
frames out of regularly appropriated funds. The 0D overcoat will b
the only overcoat available until Fiscal Year 1952, S

9. It s probable that older men'in the Air Poroe will not
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ENLISTED PERSONNEL —

- USAF Enlisted’ Insignia
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Paragraph

ohcg Enlistedi men will continue to wear insignia items currently issued until new

: ;iinsignia authorized below are ‘available at a particular Air Force base or installation in quantities
" ‘sufficient:for a complete 1ssue to all enlisted men at that activitr, Issue of the new insignia will
then be made,

: 2 Items Authorized, Ne\ﬁitems of insignia authorized for enlisted men are as follows~

:.‘ia. Buttons - Gold color metal, circular and slightly ccnvex, with raised rim, the Great
:;Seal of the Department of the Air Force In clear rellef against a horizontauy lined background
.45 ligne (1-1/8"') for overcoat, 36 hgne (9/10") and 25 ligne (5/8'') for coat and cap. (See

E ﬁgure 1.) '

Y
kY

e 'b. Cap Insignia - The Coat of Arms of the United States, in gold color metal, slightly
‘,jconvex enclosed within a 1-3/4" diameter clrcle (See figure 2.)

¢, Chevrons - Four inches (4”') in width, in 511ver gray on a dark blue, embroidered
~background forming an edginy around and between each chevron ¢s follows:

(1) Master Sergcant and First bergeant - Three chev.ons, inverted, centered on a
pierced star, and three wing-type. .arcs inverted be neath star,

4 -'(2) Technical Sergeant - Three chevrons inverted, centered on a pierced star, and
two wing-type arcs inverted beneath star

. (3) Staff Sergean - Three chevrons, mverted centcred on a pierced star, and one

. wmg type arc inverted beneath star \,;‘
4) Serge - Three chevrons inverted, centered on a pierced star.

(5) Corporal - Two chevrons, inverted, centered‘agn a pierced star,
kS

v(6) Private First Class - One chevron, inverted, ecntered on a pierccd star,

hevrons “will. be worn on the coat, jacket, shirt when worn thhout coat, and on w rk clothing,
»Thev will’be worn’on the outer half of both sleeves, midway betweern, elbow and top of the sleeve,

"(S'e ﬁgures 3 ‘and 3A.) 3‘1

%

-d. Insignia Collar, and Lapel:

(1) Insignia worn on collar and lapel of service coat :and )acket will be gold color
metal and will consist of: &:}

(a) Letters, ‘“U.s.,” enclosed within a one-inch (1."') circle (See figure 4A.) -

(b) Air Force wing and propeller enclosed within a one- 1nch (1 "} diameter
circle, - (See figure 4B.)

00K Y FLD: ALA. 8-80-48 435




(2) When shirt is worn without service coat, metal insignia will be worn on collar

as follows:

(a) Right side, one inch (1"') from end, the “y.8.,” as preser bed in (1)(a)

‘above,

(See figure 5.)

(b) Left side, one inch (1"') from end, the Air Force wing anc propeller, as
prescribed in (1)(b) above. (See figure 5.)

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE:

OFFICIAL:

L. L. JUDGE

"Colonel, USAF

Air Adjutant Gen2ral

3 Attachments:
1, Figures 1-3
2. Figure 3A
3. Figures 4~ 5

DISTRIBUTION:
D;G

HOYT S. VANDENBERG

Chief of Staff, United Staf2s nir Force

9-974, AF
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON, 1 SEPTEMBER 1948

MILITARY: PERSONNEL"
USFAF Uniforms for Male Personnel

o ol Moty Y ﬁ O 5T A I33ad D S5 B e 5 13l 1D
bive—nrxtff—léMa' -1950.unless.sooner-resctnded~or-superseded.)’

Paragraph
General . \. . .. . ... . ., .
Prescribed It\erns of the Uniform . .-, . ... ... ............. 2
The Prescribed Uniform. . ... ... ......... e e e e e e e e e 3
Procurement \. . ............. e e e e e e e e e e e e 4
Wearing of the Yniform . . ., .., .. .. ... ... ... ... ... .. 5
Uniform Items

qt Authorized for Wear after 1 July 1951. . ... . ... -6

\A ) .
1. General, The following major items of uniform are prescribed for wear by officers and

‘isted men of the Air Force. So much of AR 600-35, 31 March 1944, including Changes 3 and

AR 600-40, 31 M:arch 1944, 3s amended, and Table of Allowances 21, 7 August 1947, as amend-
that are not in conflict with ‘this directive will apply. Items that are now authorized for wear,
will no longer be authorized after 1 July 1851, are indicated in paragraph 6 for the information
t guidance of officers who are copsidering the purchase of additional uniforms. The items listed
parag raph 6 may be worn, except formation, until 1 July 1951, Commanders may require of-
'rs t possess items of the uniform marked ‘‘required’’ in paragraph 2. Commanders will not
uire officers or cnlisted men to possess articles of uniform marked ‘‘optional’’ in paragraph 2.
icles of clothing .nd insignia purchased from Exchanges or commercial concerns will conform
approved specifications, Officers or ei\listed men desiring to have uniforms individually tailored
uld insure that the tailor uses the complete specification for each item of uniform, Specifica-
18 covering all items of the uniform are\\vailable at the Philadelphia Quartermaster Depot,

" 2. Prescribed Items of the Uniform: \\\

a, Coat, Winter: \

(1) Officers and Warrant Officers (ﬁgquired):

(a) Material - Wool, elaétique, 14,1/2 to 19 ounces, inclusive, olive drab, Army
shade No, 51 (green),

kY

(b) General Description - A single-b},easted collar and lapel coat; lining, if

desired, to be of a matching color‘z\ To fit easy over the chest and

shoulde; s :nd to be fitted slightly aththe’ waist to conform to the figure,

The bac: t> be plain. Buttoned down, the front with four buttons equally
spaced, thc three top buttons to be large regulation coat buttons and the
bottom lutton to be a plain, four-hole, \36-ligne button of bone, plastic, or
other sivitable material of a color closely approximating that of the coat.
The cro;sing of the lapels will be appro;?imately 1-3/4" above the top
button. A matching cloth belt, 1-3/4" in. \‘Q}dth, having a2 mitered end and
equipped with a.1-3/4" tongueless bar buckle with rounded corners, raised
polished rims, and horizontally-lined background of gold color metal, 1/4"
in width. The belt may be either fully detach‘:}ble or sewed down around
the wairtlire at the option of the individual. When the belt is detachable,
provisio v ill be made for two 9/16" cloth beltiloops placed at the side
seams, .:icved on so that they will not ‘mar the coat if removed for a
sewed-on b:lt, The belt will cover the horizontall seam at the waistline,’
and the buckle will be centered over the bottom buiton of the coat when
buttoned. The mitered end of the belt will pass thdépugh the buckle to the
left, extend not more than 3" beyond the buckle, and\may be held in place
by a cloth keeper 9/16" in width, v , v{,ﬁk -

"m‘_‘ 9-1043, AF
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1. Lapel - The top line of the lapel to be horizontal aiid the pedk’to ex- .

tend approximately 5/8" beyond the collar line prolonged. The opening .
+notch between the collar and lapel to be approximately 1-3/4" in depth,"
Séparated approximately 1/8" on the énd. , , S '

Pockets - There will be four outside pockets, two upper and twb;lower',,
covered with flaps, buttoned with small regulation coat buttons at'the °
center and placed so that the upper lines are horizontal. The two P
upper pockets to be patch pockets slightly rounded at the lower “corners D
with a box plait 1-1/2" in width on the vertical center’line. .-The flaps :
to be rounded slightly at the corners and reaching to a slight point at
the center; corners may be secured by snap fasteners, The flap but- ,
tons to be on line with the top button of coat, The two’ lower pockets
to be hung inside the body of the skirt, covered by flaps with the lower -
corners slightly rounded and the lower edge horizontal. " The.pockets to

be attached to the body of the skirt only at the mouth. The top-lines

of the lower pocket flaps to be placed slightly below the belt, The
. pockets will be of suitable size according to, the size of the coat, ; ,

|

\

Shoulder Loops - On each shoulder a loop of same material“as_ the
- coat, let in at the sleeve head seam and reaching .well beneath the ..
collar, buttoning at the collar edge with a small regulation coat button,' .. .
Loops to be about 2-1/2" in width at lower end 'and 1°1/2" in width at , -
collar edge and cross-stitched down to shoulder ‘for ‘2 distance of about .
2" from lower end, S ST

feo

Skirt - The skirt to be full with a slight flare, to extend below the
crotch, according to the height of the wearer, with a slit in the back
extending from the waistline to the bottom of the skirt following the
back seam with an underlap of approximately 3", The front overlapping
left edge of coat to be cut with a pronounced flare to the right from the
bottom button to{ the bottom of the skirt, so as to appear straight from
the lapel -opening to the bottom of the coat and' to remain overlapped not
less than 3-1/2" when wearer is in a standing position, the fullness
necessary to accomplish this result being over the hips. o

Ui

5. Ornamentation - A band of olive-drab braid, "Army shade No. 53, 172"

in width on each sleeve, the lower edge 3" from end of sleeve.’

(2) Enlisted Men: Not authorized.

b, Coat, Summer: : _ /

(1) Officers and Warrant Officers (Re quired):

(a)
(b)

Material - Tropical worsted « r gabardine, Army shade No. 61 (khaki shade), -

General Description - A singiz2-breasted, semiform-fitting sack coat, extend-
ing to crotch, with no pronou: ced flare or waistline seam. To fit easily
over the chest and shoulders ind to be fitted slightly at the waist to con- !
form to the figure. The lef! ‘ront to appear straight from top button -to

. bottom of front; buttoned dow: the front with four, large, regulition coat

buttons equally spaced. Suffi: ient flare to be on t}.2 right front in order to-
remain well underlapped. ' .

1. Back - A vent in the b:. ¢ to extend from imicediately belcw waistline
to bottom, following the : ack seam and with an underlap of approxi-
mately 2-1/2",

2. Lapel - The opening be!v een collar end and lapel not to exceed 172",
The lapels to be semipc: ted, not wider than 1/2" more than the collar
end, and the top edge tc je horizontal. :

2 . 9-1043, AF




AFL 35-4
2

Pockets - Four outside pockets, twc upper and two. lower, of suitable’
size according to size of coat, Each pocket covered with a flap, point- -
ed at corners and center, buttoned :t center with a small, regulation

\ S . coat button, and placed with upper cdges in a prolonged horizontal line,

leo

a. Upper - The two upper pockets to be patch pockets, slightly
rounded at lower corners, with hox plait' 1-1/2" in width on the
vertical center line, The flap tuttons to be on a line with the top
button of coat. Lower corners of top pocket flaps to be snap-
fastened,

=

Lower - The two lower pockets to be hung inside the‘coat with the
opening in the body below natural waistline,

[

Shoulder Loops - On each shoulder a loop, let in at the sleeve head
: o seam and reaching well under collar., Upper end pointed and buttoned
i to coat with a small, regulation coat button. Loops to be about 2-1/2r
in width at lower end and 1-1/2" in width at collar edge, and cross-
stitched down to shoulder for a distance of about 2" from lower end,

5. 'Ornamentation ~ A band of khaki color braid, Army shade No, 5,1/2n
in width on. each sleeve, the lower edge 3" from end of sleeve,

(2) . Enlisted Men - Optional for purchase, Same as for officers less sleeve braid,

c.” Jacket, Winter:

LA (1)‘;_;_.\, Officers and Warrant Officers (Optional):

’

“ (a) . Material;

1. Serge, 18 ounces, olive-drab, Army shade No. 33.

2. Wool zlastique, 14 1/2 to 19 6unces, Army shade No. 51 (green).

(b)  General Description - A single-breasted, fly-front jacket, with lapel and
\ convertible collar; lining to be of a matching color. To fit easily over the
-chest and shoulders with sufficient fullness, and to be fitted at the waist, to
conform to the figure., The back to be bloused and in one piece, 'A waist
band of approximately 2" in width with rounded end with button and snapg
fastener closure and buttoned down the front with four, 30-ligne buttons of
.plastic of a colo: closely approximating the material of the jacket, The
crossing of the lipels will be approximately 1-3/4" above the top button,
Waist band to be adjustable by means of s de button hole tabs and buttons.

1. Lapel - The opening notch between co lar and lapel to be approximately
2-1/4" in depth, separated approximat:ly 1-1/4" on the end. The left
lapel to be equipped on underside with a tab having a buttonhole for
closure with a button placed on right ::ide on body of jacket under
: . lapel.
!

2. Pockets - Tvo upper, box-plaited patc . pockets covered with shaped
flaps with coicealed buttonhole tabs wi h button closure. Upper lines
of pockets to be horizontal. Two insic ¢ hanging pockets,

3. Shoulder Loo:s - On each shoulder a »op of same material as the

jacket let in at the sleeve head seam - nd reaching to approximately 2"

beneath the collar, tacked at upper enc beneath the collar, Loops to be

) ST about 2-1/2" in width at lower end and 1-1/2" in width at collar edge
St o and cross- otilched down to shoulder fo a distance of about 2" from
lower end. - ' i

S 3 S ' 9-1043, AF
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4. Sleeves - Tw() plece sleeve finished with a bandec cuff approximately
3-3/4" in width with vertical opening- approximate y 4-1/2" in length
from end of cuff and with a mitered end extensior approximately 1" .
in length and equipped with two buttons approxima ely 2" apart for cuﬁ
adjustment ,

(2) Enlisted Men - Serge, Army shade No, 33, as‘issixed.
acfcet Sumimer:

(1) Officers and Warrant ( fficers (Optional):

(a) Material - Tropic il worsted or gabardme Army shad« No 61 (kha.ki
shade).

('b) General Descripti(n - Same as Jacket, Winter.

(2') Enlisted Men - Optional for purchase.

Trousers, Winter:

(1) Officers and Warrant Officers:

(a) Material;

Serge, 18 ounces, olive-drab, Army shade No. 3 (optional).

o=t

Wool, elastique, 14-1/2 to 19 ounces, inclusive, Army shade No 54
(pink) (required).

8o

(b} General Description - Of adopted standard, cut o1 ‘he lines of civilian
trousers, without cuffs and without pleats. : : .-

(2) Enlisted Men - As issued.

Trousers, Summer:

(i‘) Officers and Warrant Officers:

-(a) Material;

Cotton khaki, 8.2 ounces, Army shade Nd 1 -(optior al).

1=

2. Tropical worsted or gabardine, Army shade No, 61 (khakl shade)
(required), .

(b) General Description. -.Of adopted standard, cut-on the lines of civil:an
trousers, without cuffs and without pleats.

(2) Enlxsted Men - As issued. Tropical worsted or gébardine, same as for officers
(optional for purchase). ) . ‘ E

Shirts, Wintér:

(9] Officers and Warrant Officers (Optional):

(a) Material - Wool, plain, or twill weave shirting, 10-1/2 ounces,

(b) Color:

Adopted standard olive-drab, Army shade 'No.. 33.

[SCIE T

Substitute standard olive-drab, Army shade Nos. 31 and 50, PP
g 9-104:, AF -
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(c) General Description - Of adopted pattern, stand-up -and fall collar, with six
front closures and one neckband button of plastic, of a color closely ap-
proximuting the material of the shirt. Two breast pockets with flaps but-
toned with same size and color shirt buttons, On each shoulder a loop of
sime material as the shirt, let in at the sleeve head seam and reaching to
the edge of the collar, buttoniug at the upper end with a small, regulation
shirt button. Loops about 2" in width at lower end .and 1-1/2" in width at
coilar end and cross-stitched down to shoulder for a distance of 2" from
lc ver ed.

{2) Enlist-d Me1 - As issued,
Shirt, Sum .er:

(1) Office. ;_and W:irrant Officers:

(a) M:terial:

1=

Cotton Kkhaki, 8.2 ounces, Army :shide No. 1 (optional),

2. Tropical worsted or gabardine, \riay shade No, 61 (khaki shade) (re-
quired),
3. Cotlon khaki, broadcloth or popi n, Army shade No. 1 (required).

(b) General Description - Same as shirt, winter, except shirt, broadcloth or
 poplin, may be of commercial pattern.

(2) Enlisted Men - As issued. Tropical worstc or gabardine as authorized for of-
‘ ficers (optional for purchase).

Cap, Service, Winter:

(1) Officers and Warrant Officers (Required):

(a) Material:
1. Wool. elaStique, olive-drab, Army shade No. 51 (green), or

2, Fur felt. brown,
o= Dres ol e D5 0) )

Gencral 1l'es: ription - Of adopted design about 11-1/4" from front to rear
Land 10-1/2" from side to side, based on size 7-1/8, stiffened in front by
springs aid lalling without stiffening to the -rear; two -eyelets 1/2" from the
welt sean and about 3/4" on each side of side seam of quarters, Top to be
stiffened 1t rim with grommet and cloth on top of crown to be slack. The
grommet used to stiffen the rim will be flat 3/16" in width (measurements of
crown abcve to be made with grommet in position in cap), inside of top to
have a waterproof material cut to the size of the crown. Front spring
stiffening may be omitted, and grommet may be removed, Top of visor of
Army russet leather lined with embossed green hatters’ leather, waterproofed.
Greatest.width of visor about 2-3/16" and slope from vertical about 55°,

Chin strap of Army russet leather, 3/4" in width and 9-1/2" in length
fastened at each end of visor with small, regulation USAF cap button, - A .
band of braid, olive-drab, shade No, 53, about 1-7/8" in width around entire

Lcap, :
(2) . Enlisted Men - As issued.

®)

5 9-1043, AF
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(2) Enlisted Men - As i suel,

~

Cap, Service, Summer:

(1) Officers and Warrant Of icers:

(a) Material:
1. Tropical worste or gabardine, Army shade No. 61 (required),

2. Cotton khaki, 8. ounce, Army shade No. 1 (optional).

(0) General Description - Same as cap, service, winter, with a band of braid,
khaki shade No, 5, about 1-7/8" in width around entire cap, instead of the
olive-drab shade No. 53.

(2) Enlisted Men - As issued, Tropical worsted or gabardine as authorized for of-
ficers (optional purchase), :

Cap, Garrison, Winter (Flight Cap):

(1) Officers and Warrant Officers (Optional):

(a) Material:
1. Serge, 18 ounce, olive-drab, Army shade No. 33,
2. Wool elastique, olive-drab, Army shade No, 51 (green),’

(b) General Description - A standard adopted design with curtain and with a
cord edge braid,

(2) Enlisted Men - As issued.

Cap, Garrison, Summer (:’light Cap):

(1) Officers and Warrant O.ficers (Optional}:

(a) Material;
1. Cotton khaki, 8.2 ounce, Army shade No. 1.

2. Troplcal worstzd or gabardine, Army shade No, 61,

(b) General Description - Same as cap, garrison, winter,

(2) Enlisted Men - As issucd, Tropical worsted or gabardine, same as for officers,
less officer braid (optiional purchase),

Necktigz:

1) Officers and Warrant Officers:

(a) Material - Cotton, mohair, khaki, Army shade No. 5.
(b) General Description - Of adopted four-in-hand type,
(2) Enlisted Men - As is:;ued,

Shoes:

(1) Officers and Warrant Officers - Plain, commercial pattern, high or low quarter,
russet leather,

6 9—1(}4 Al



Overcoats:

(1) Officers and Warrant Officers - Overcoats, long and short and/or Trenchcoats
as currently authorized in AR 600-35. '

L
(R

(2) Enlisted Men - As issued.

aincoats:

i

Officers - In accordance with AR 600-35.

2) Enlisted Men - As issued.

(1) Officers - In accordance with AR 600-35,
Enlisted Men - As issued.

: : Helmets. To be issued to enlisted men and authorized for purchase and wear
fficers," in accordance with Table of Allowances 21 (Clothing and Equipment), for wear in the
cs, semi-tropics, and temperate -zone 1. .

Blue Dress and White Dress Uniforms. See AR 600-38, 17 August 1938,

Insignia:

i  (1) Officers - No change éxcept that USAF gold buttons will replace Army gold
buttons where applicable. Replacement will be made on a station basis when

available. (Required)

.'(2) .Warrant Officers - Authorized to wear insignia identical to that prascribed for
USAF commissioned officers. Rank insignia will remain as currertly prescribed.

(3) Enlisted Men - New USAF cap insignia, U.S. collar insignia, wing ‘and propeller,
' chevrons, and gold buttons, as authorized by AFL 39-25.

(4) Miniature officer rank insignia is optional for wear on shirt when worn as
_outer garment,

The Prescribed Uniforms:

‘a. Winter, Service:

(1) Officers and Warrant Officers:

(a) Shirt and trousers, wool, OD, shade No. 33, cap, service, brown fur f«1t,
“or garrison, shade No. 33.

‘_(b) Jacket and trousers, wool, OD, shade No. 33; shirt, shade No. 33, or shirt,
' cotton, broadcloth or poplin, shade No. 1; cap, service, brown fur felt, or
shade No. 33, or garrison, shade No. 33 or shade No. 51,

(c) Jacket, shade No, 51 (green); trousers, shade No. 54 (pink); shirt, cotion,
" broadcloth or poplin, shade No. 1; cap, service, brown fur felt, or shade
No. 51, or garrison, shade No., 51, Trousers, shade No, 51 (green) may be

worn in place of ‘‘pink’’ until 1-July 1951.
@) Enlisted Men:

V:f:j'-,(a)' Same as (1)(a) above, ¢ tcept for cap, service, brown fur felt, or

. 'd) Same as (1)(b) above, except for cap, sérvice, brown fur feit. . T -
. ‘ ; 9-10¢ 3, “AF.
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(4)‘ Overcoat; raincoat, flying, or fatlgue clothing may. be worn with wint
um.forms whe appropriate

Winter, Semi-dress:

(1) Officers and Warrant Officers - Coat, shade No. 51 (green); trousers shad
No. 54 (pink); shirt, cotton, broadcloth or poplin, shade No, 1; cap, servic
brown fur felt or shade No 51, or cap, garrison, shade No, 51 A

(2) Enlisted Men - Jacket and trousers, shade No. 33; shirt, cotton, broadclothzfo
poplin, shade No. 1; cap, service, or garrison, shade No 33 e

(3) The necktie, shade No. 5, is worn with above uniforms.- - - .-
(4)' Overcoat or raincoat when appropriate.

Winter, Dress:

(1) Oificers and Warrant Officers:

() Same as semi-dress, except cap, garrison, may not be worn, or (See}
AR 600-38,)

{b) Blue dress, or
(c) Blue mess, or

(d) Special evenii.g dress.

Summer, Service:

(1) Officers and Warr int Officers:

(a) Shirt, trouser:, and cap, service or garrison, all cotton khaki, 8.2 ounce
shade No. 1, or

(b) Shirt, trouser::, and cap, service or garrison, all tropical worsted or‘
gabardine, or c

(c) Jacket and trowsers, tropical worsted or gabardine; shirt, either tropi' 5
worsted, gabai.ine, or cotton, broadcloth or poplin- cap, service or garrison
tropxcal worstcd or gabardme

(2) Enlisted Men:
(@) Same as (1){a) above, or
(b) Same as (1)(b) above.
(3) The necktie, shade No. 5, is worn with the above uniforms, '
\ ) é

(4) Raincoat, flying, or fatigue clothing is worn with summer service umforms when
approprlate

Summer, Semi-dress: !

(1) Officers and Warraat Officers - Coat and ‘trousers, tropical worsted or. gab-

ardine; shirt, cottm broadcloth, or poplin; cap, serv1ce or garrlson tropic
worsted or gabardme




(2~): Enlisted ‘Men:

. (a) sSame as summer, service, or
(b) Same as (1)(a) above (optional purchasc oily),
(8) The necktie, shade No. 5, is worn with the ai ove uniform.

- (4) Raincoat is worn with summer, semi-dress u:iiforms when appropriate,

-, ...Summer, Dress:

, (1) Officcrs and Warrant Officers:
 ; (a) Same as semi-dress, except cap, garrison, may not be worn, or

(b) White ‘dres's, or )

. ) See AR 600-38,
(c) White mess. )

. (2) 'Enlisied Men - Not authorized.

C

.Procurement:

o a'j.’fiStii)ply’t'o enlisted men of items of uniform listed herein, but not currently issued,
i1 ffected 'in accordance with instructions to be issued by The Quartermaster General. No
v'\quisition will be subniitted, pending receipt of these instructions.

]

b. In overse. areas, authority to purchase and wear optional items of the uniform by
nlisted: men is subject to the discretion of theater or local commanders. '

KT
o

<o Wearing of the Uniform. When on duty, either the service, the semi-dress, or dress
suniforms prescribed hercin may be worn, consistent with the duties being performed and subject
):the directives of the ‘ocal commander. Deviations fro n the different prescribed uniforms are
ot authorized, with the cxception that where climatic conditions warrant, the necktie need not be
worn when the shirt is - orn as the outer garment, if s0 lirected By the local commander. The
“é,aring of a mixture of tropical worsted or gabardine with cottcn items of outer clothing or a
;xlure, of . shade No..33 and shade No, 51 items is not authoriz. l, Tropical sun helmets may be
orn’in tropical, semi-tropics, and temperate zone 1, if authorizod by commanders, When the

orm is:worn in an of/f-duty status during the evening or on social occasions, normally either
sen:indress or dress uniforms will be worn,

e fide s /}/’C 3\91‘ ff 13
6. -Uniform Items Not Authorized,for Wear aftef 1 July 1951:
3 e )

Coat;_ wool, other than shady No. 51 éeen) (except dress uniforms)

ib  Jacket, wocl, or shades and st
¥ibed herein,

.
.

My

other than shade No, 33 and shade No. 51, pre- -

b o

',5« Shirf:, wool. other than sl?é' No. 33(5\hade Nos, 31 and 50 are currently authorized

\L
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o ~d—TFrousers,.wool, .shade.No~5i~(green).
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BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE:

OFFICIAL:

‘L. L. JUDGE

" ‘Colonel, USAF

“"Alr Adjutant Genera

DISTRIBUTION:
- DG
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HOYT S. VANDENBERG
Chief of Staff, United States Air Force
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CHANGE . / 51 w2 ‘ *AFL 35-4A
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' FORCE LETTER ) | DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
35-4A ) WASHINGTON, 27 APRIL 1949

. “ MILITARY PERSOND EL

USAF Uniforms for Male Personnel

x(ﬁmmﬂ 5 s 4;/€Iﬁur:z,¢j/5’**!*J0

arc ‘950"unless~=sooner esc-m r-superseded.)

)

#

AFL35-4, 1 Se'p't‘e{nber 1948, is changed as follows:

.o N\ .- R :

2. Prescribed Tfems of the Uniform:

* \ * ' ' x * *
i. Cap, Service, ‘Winter:

(1) Officers ané”»Warrant Officers (Required):
» Y,
% e _ * * * *
v _ \.‘.‘
(b) General Description - Of adopted design ibout 11-1/4" from front to rear and

. 10-1/2" from s;de to side, based on 1 size 7-1/8, stiffened in front by

- springs and falling without stiffening :0 the rear; two eyelets 1/2" from the
welt seam and abqut 3/4" on each sice of side seam of quarters. Top to
be stiffened at rim“yith grommet :inc cloth on top of crown to be slack.
The grommet used fo stiffen the rim may be flat, 3/16" in width, or the

‘= soft, ‘rolled cloth,lor t‘h\e sponge rubbe * type (measurements of crown above

s to be made with grommet in position in cap); inside of top to have a water-

- proof materlal cut to thexs1ze of the crown. The wearing of the cap, with-
out the front spring stxffenmg and the grommet in place, will not be per-
mitted.- Top of visor of Army russet leather lined with embossed green
hatters’ leather, waterproofed, Greatest width of visor about 2-3/16" and
slope from vertical about 559, ‘iChm strap of Army russet leather, 3/4" in
width and 9-1/2" in length, fastenel ot each end of visor with small regu-

. lation, USAF cap button. A bandc { l raid, olive -drab, shade No. 53, about
1-7/8" in width around entire cap.

* * . * *

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR F)RCE:

"o,

kN
Su
£
%,

HOYT S. VANDENBERG
Chief of Staf!, United States Air Force

b

iy

3

’f.L L. JUDGE
“‘Colonel, USAF _ ®
“Alr“AdJutant General

This Letter has been coordinated with and approved by tl.e Chief, National Guard Bureau as being
'1ppllcable to the Air National Guard.
: 9-6595, AF
BROOKLEY AFB-§-3-49-1258 :
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CHANGE J A AFL 35-4B
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AIR FPORCE LETT]'JR} . DEPARTMENT OF TIIII AIR FORCHE

NO. 35-4B. . 9/9 } WASHINGTON, 1 MARCII 1961

MILITARY PERSONNEL

USAF Uniforms for Male Personnel
(Expiration date extended until further notice, AFR 5-2C, 1 February 1950.)

* * * * *

AFL 35-4, IA'Se\ptember 1948, is changed as follows:

6. Delete.
. By ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIrR Forcs:

OrFICIAL: - : JIOYT S. VANDENBERG
('hief of Staff, United States Air Force
K. E. THIEBAUD

Colonel, USAF N,
Acting Air Adjutant General

DISTRIBUTION:
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WASHINGTON, 22 NOVEMBER 1948
MILI' ARY PERSONNEL

Wearlng of the All‘ Force Unlforms LoD

T~ 2~Magy1 950 HiTe s§~Boorars Tescmdedwormsupensededaw

Paragraph
"Gener-l... e e e b e e et e et e e e e, 2
TYpesofUnlfo§t{s........................-..... 3
INSIENIA & v v v N v s e e e e e e e e e e e 4
Decorations, Service Medals, and Badges . .. .. e e e et e 5
“Accessories and. Miscellaneous HEMS ., v 4 o v v s o v v v s v e ns. 6

.1. Purpose,

This Letter\grescrlbes the requirements for the wearing of the Air Force uni-
forms, insignia, decorations, serviie medals, and badges.

2, General;

\

a, Air Force military personnel will wear the prescribed uniform at all places of duty

Local commanders will designate the type of uniform in :iccordance with cli-
tic a-d functional requirements, \

ring duty hours.

b. Certain ceremonics and soclb\functions which require military personnel attendance
y.,occur after duty hours and away from ptaces of duty, On such occasions Air Force military
rsonnel ‘will wear the uniform suitable to the occaslon.

.3. Types of Uniforms, Items of wmiform clothing and dress are described individually in
Ls 35-4. and 35-48, k

a, Service Uniform, The se vice uniform is the seasonal, standard uniform for normal

:yfh'ours. When the shirl is worn as n outer garnent, the necktie will be tucked inside between
: first and second visible buttons. Li swise, when cohdltions of climate warrant, local com-
inders may permit the omission of thc necktie, and the“shirt may be worn open at- the neck,

'b. Dress and Semidi ess Uniforms, Dress uniforms, blue and white, dress, and~ semi-

)ss uniforms may be worn at functions of a formal nature or on social occasions where civilian—._
‘nlng dress is appropriate, v

\ :
c. Mess Uniforms, Mess un forms, blue and white, may be worn under sxmxlar, but

re: -formal condltlons than thcse descr >ed for wearing dress umfo;;\ms.

v

d,’ Evening Dress Uniform, " 1e evening dress uniform is authorlzed for wear at State

1 diplomatlc functions, It will not be worn except at functions:which In civilian life require the
aring of formal evening attire, : ’

. N . ":.n
e. Work Uniform, Where concitions of work warrant:or in the interests of efficiency or

momy, commanding officers may authc ‘ize the wearing of work uniforms. "-t.b

\

f Other Clothing, Accepted ivilian clothing, such as sports wear, glay be worn for

pbses of participating in athletic and 1ecreatxona1 activities,

f ollows

1is Letter supersedes AFL 35 81 24 October 1947,

KLEY FLD., ALA. 11-30-48 1x

. g\.

;:.4". Insigma All Air Force m111tary personnel will wear 1dent1fymg USAF m31gnia prescnbed

o S

¥
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- 2 Headgear Insignia:

(1) Servlce cap insignia will be worn on the front center of the cap.

(2) Garrison cap Insig ia (of grade for officers ind warrant officers, distinctive for
enlisted men) will e worn on the left side of the section, centered in the front
quarter. :

b. Collar and Lapel Incign .a;

(1) Collar and Lapcl ]
the coat and jaclke:
on each lapel, w:th
one-half inch (1, 2

()

signia for the Coat and Jacket, Collar and lapel insignia for
will be centered symmetrically on each side of the collar and

ihe design aliyned horizontally ¢ ie-half inch (1/2"') above and
below the noich.

General offf:c, . - Only the insignia, ‘‘1J.S,,”” on both sides of the coat and
jacket collar, } . . .
irrant officers - The ‘‘U.S.” insignia, on both sides of the
Alr Force or appropriate aide insignia on both lapels,

()

Officers and w
collar, and the
(c) Enlisted men - Only the collar lnslgnla, with the “US * on the right and the
: Air Force insi 'nia on the left. .

Collar Insignia for Shirt, Collar insignia for the shirt when worn as an‘T";éxit'ér
garment is prescribed for wear with the design horizontally aligned as follows:

2)

(a) General officers - Insignia of grade on both sides, each centered one lnch
(1'") from the vertical edge of the tab star inting up,

(b) Officers and,warrant oﬁ'xcers - Insignia of gr Ie pointing up, centered and
one inch (1'") from the vertical edge of the r ht tab, Eagles will be worn
with the beak tc the front, leaves will be stcx down, and bars will be paral-
lel lengthwise to the vertical edge of the coll - tab, Air Force or appropri-
ate aide Insignia will be worn on the ‘left ‘tab, one inch (1*") from the verti-
cal edge, W

(c) Enlisted men - Insignia, ‘“U.S.,,”” on the right .ir Force insigila oxii'th’é"lef't,

each centered one inch (1*') from the tab.

Collar lnsignla will not be worn on the shirt wher the coat or jackei is’?{l}e 'oixtér

garment,

&)

c. Shoulder Sleeve Insignia, Shoulder patches worn on the coat, jacket, or shirt will be
centered one-half inch (1/2") below the uppermost sleeve and shoulder seam. Current assignment
patch will be worn on the left shoulder and the patch of oversea war assignment may be worn on -
the right sleeve in the same comparable position,

d. Shoulder Loop Insignia, On each shoulder loop, officer’s coat, jacket, overcoat, and.
raincoat, insignia of grade will be worn as follows:

)

General officers - Star or stars, points toward collar, centered and equidlstant ,
along the loop.

Colonel -W'Efagle head up, beak to the front, centered on loop, talons of eagle
five-eighths inch (5/8‘ ) from sleeve end of loop.

(2)

@)

Lieutenant colonel and major - Oak leaf, point up, centered on loop, stem of lea.f
five-eighths inch (5/8'") from sleeve end of loop. :

Company grade ind warrant officers - Bar centered on loop, parallel to a.nd L
five-eighths inch (5/8") from sleeve.end of loop. - o

2
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> . Distinctive Insignia, Distinctive organi ational insignia when authorized will be worn‘
sofficers (except general officers), warrant officer and enlisted men, centered on each shoulder
)'of the coat or jacket with the design’s bottom t ;ward the shoulder midway along the loop.

e for ¥ 3 s oof, Chevrons, Chevrons will e worn cen cred outward on each sleeve, midway between
ront k jelbow and the shoulder,

" Sleeve Brald, General officers’ overcoats will bear one- and one-quarter | inches
“and one-half inch (1/2"') of black braid, one- and one-half inches (1 1/2'%) apart, two
) from the end of the sleeve. '

Miscellaneous Insignia:

i (1). Brassard indicating a special duty :tatus, such as airdrome officer, officer of the
’ day, air police, recruiting duty, and others will be worn on the left sleeve just
above the elbow. Brassards of black crepe, four inches (4'') wide may be worn
in the same manner by Individuals to indicate family aourning in addition to oc-
caslons, such as funerals when directed by local comu anders.,

- (2) Miniature insignia of grade for officers is authorized for optional wear on the
' . shirt when worn as the outer garment, Such insignia will be worn in the same
manner as the larger type.

(3) Aiguillettes are prescribed for wear by aides, air atl:ches, as authorized, and

members of honor ceremonies on special occasions. .ides to the President and

members honor ceremonies wear aiguillettes on the right shoulder and arm,

Other aid . and attaches wear appropriate algulllettes on the left shoulder and

arm, .

G leed ey 35T

(4) | Identificat  tags will be worn by each meml.cr of $he Force at all times and
| may be removed temporarily only as the necessities of personal hygiene may ‘re-..

‘{quire;.one tag to suspend from the neck underneath the clothing by a twenty-five
inch (25"') noncorrosive, nontoxic, and heat-resistant material looped to form a
ecklace, and the second tag fastened to the necklace below the first tag by a
wo- and one-half inch. (2 1/2'') extension of material similar to necklace, The
gmbossed tags will be issued to each member of the Air Force as soon as
Eractlcable, after entry into service.

Qeéotations, Service Medals, and Badges, Authorized decorations, service medals, and

parts-of the uniform and when worn will conform to established rules of position and

; Complete medals (ribbons with pendants) may be jrescribed for wear at cermonies of
Hormal nature as directed by local commanders, Miniature replicas of medals and badges
1%@0 ribbons are authorized for optional wear on'the evening dress, mess, and blue or

g dress uniforms. Decorations, service medals, and badges worn in any form, unless other-
led, will be arranged in symmetrically balanced rows affording the neatest appearance.
ars worn on the overcoat, raincoat, or work clothes.

Pecoratlons:
t’g{.-«
)-:United: States military decorations have precedence as follows: Medal of Honor,

' Distinguished Service Cross, Distinguished Service Medal, Silver Star, Legion of
Merlt, Distingulshed Flying Cross, Soldier’s Medal, Bronze Star Medal, Air Medal, .
Commendation Medal, Purple Heart, Distinguished Unit Emblem, and Meritorious
Unit Emblem,

The Medal of Honor, being prescribed for wear at the neck, {s placed over any
other decorations similarly worn,

.'I:he' ﬁlstlngulshed Unit Emblem is worn by itself, centered just above the right
‘pocke pf the coat, jacket, or shirt,

M ‘ri'tbrlous Unit Emblem is worn on the right sleeve of the coat, jacket, or
entered outward just above the braid or cuff,
3 9-3100, AF
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b.

c.

listed herein which have been awarded by the Army, Navy, or Coast Guard take precedence just
after (to the left of) their counterparts or in accordance with the regulations of the issuing servl )
The Presidential Unit Cltation (Navy) will be worn as prescribed for the Distinguished Unit Emble

or to the left of it making a centered row.

d-

e,

e, e ek R T SR 3% R {

Service Medals:

1)

@

Army and Navy Awards, Authorized decorations and service medals other than thos

‘the individual, The Chronologica} order of these service medals s as follows: ‘8

United States military service medals are worn in the order in which earned by}

Good Conduct, World War I Vict v} Army of Occupation of Germany, Americany
Defense Service, Women’s Army Corps, American Campaign]® Asiatic-Pacific 3
Campaign, European-African-Middle East¥rn Campaign, World War II Victory,

Army of Occupation, <

Service ribbons authorized by the United States, put awarded by the Philippine
Government will follow American service medals and will be worn in the order
in which earned: Philippine Defense, Philippine Liberatlon, arid Philippine ;

Independence.

v Badges, Badges in general have no order of precedence among themsélves, but ‘whe!
worn, follow certain rules or position, ‘ :

1)

)

@)

Other Awards:

(1)

@
@

“)
®)

()

The Air Force aviation badge will be worn centered above the topmost row of
decorations, service medals, or ribbons, Not more than one Alr Force or United
States 33@103_ badge of any type wlll be worn at one time,

e *
PR

Air Forces badges of qualiflcaﬂon (marksmanship) and proficiency {technicians)
will be worn singly or in symmetrical rows centered just below the last line of

decorations, service medals, or ribbons,

Other badges awarded by the armed forces of the Unite| States will be worn as
prescribed by the conferring authority and in general c:nformance with the inter
of paragraph 5, : . .

Authorized forelsn decorations, when worn, follow in :c itinuation of the last row.
of United States decorations, service medals, or ribbon i, If the foreign award i8
a neck decoration, it 18 worn underneath the Medal of llonor and, if a breast
order, below any United States awards, Foreign deccr:tlons are generally worn’,.
in order of date of receipt unless there is more than one from the same country,
In this case, they are placed together according to thel - own precedence, taking

the position due the one of earllest recelpt. ' KE

Authorized forelgn badges may be worn centered above the position of the 1Dls-;
tinguished Unit Emblem on the right upper pocket of the coat, jacket, or shir
Not more than one fq_ralgn badge. of any sort will be worn at one time,

State National Guard medals or ribbons may be worr b7 members thereof, pro
vided that they are not in the active millitary service ¢ { the United States, The
order of precedence is prescribed as after the last 1 - 2ign decoration. ‘

Badges of patrictic organizations may be worn on the uniform only as approprhfb :
at functions of such organizations, : T

No forelgn or similar award may be worn unless a United States military
decoration, service medal, badge, or ribbon s also worn, '

Fourrageres, such as the French and Belglan, and_the Netherlands Orange'f:Lnne
yard, when authorized, may be worn oi the left shoulder’ -. oy

4 . ‘ 9-31
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-+f,  Wound Chevrons, Wound chevrons formerly awarded by the United States for wounds

elved:in World War I will not be worn if a Purple Heart medal has replaced such award.

thorized wound stripes or similar devices awarded by foreign powers will be worn as nearly as
le in accordance with the regulation of the country concerned,

: 8. Qversea Service Stripes and Service Bars,
orn centered outward on the left sleeve of the coat,
end of the sleeve, Oversea service bars are position

Service stripes and oversea service bars
jacket, or shirt, four inches (4'") from 1
ed above service stripes,

- Accessories and Miscellaneous Items:

~a, Climatic Accessories, Seasonal and climatic accessories to the uniform, such as
amdflers, gloves, sweaters, socks, an

] d overshoes, which are visible as outer garments, may be worn,
Jovided that they are either articles or issue or generally conform to the color and texture of the
salform, -

. b. Belts, Belts,
: elt buckles will
not .be worn exposed,

when exposed, will be of plain web material to match the color of the
be of issue type or gold color metal without ornamentation, Suspenders

.}f.p. [ewelry, Items of jewelry, such as watch and key chains, tic clips, and collar pins
not .be worn visibly, All jewelry and ornamentation other than prescribed will be kept to a
m, Studs and cuff links authorized only with the evening dress and mess uniforms should be

HOYT S. VANDENBERG ooy
Chief of Staff, United States Air Force

5 9-3100, AF

PR B

PSSO

e e

KA

—




y

JHANGE / P A o ‘ AFL 35-47A
N e 4
- ol
AIR FORGE LETTER ) DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORC
) WASHINGTON, 19 MAY 1949

NO. 35-471\\
TN MILITARY PERSONNEL ,

A

\\- Wearing of the Air Force Uniforms A s
Yo fus rEr Sy e J3 rabast DAy S0 G 1 Jede SO
{ =4 mﬁ%@-—lQsomswmm%‘@.ﬁmenseded.).~

:AFL 35-47, 22 November 1948, is changed as follows:
w \\
* * *

:“F*‘ ‘ * \ *

All Air Force military personnel will wear identifying USAF insignia prescribed

4, Ilasignia,
as follows:
\

* *

,
* K * *

h. Miscellaneous Insignia:

* *

i * \ * *

(4) All male military, » rsonnel of the Air Force will be required to wear identifi-
cation tags only w! 1 in the field, when engaged in field training, when travelling /
in aircraft, or whei outside the Continental limits of the United States; one tag
to be suspended fro 1 the neck by a 25-inch, noncorrosive, nontoxic, and’ heat
resistant material, luoped to form a necklace, and the second tag fastened to the )
necklace below the first tag by a 2 1/2-inch extension of material similar to the
necklace. These tags are a part of the uniform and will be worn habitually,
suspended from the neck, under the clothing, and may be removed only temporari-
ly as the necessities of ‘personal hygiene may require. Inspections for complete-
ness will be required only when in the field, on field training, at “pull”’ field
inspections, and when outs\xde the Continental limits of the United States, when

appropriate, The embossed tags will be issued to each member of the Air Force

as soon as practicable after\entry into service.

\
Y

* * ‘r-‘ * * *
N

et

BY ORDER O THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE:
!

4
k|

kY

HOYT'S. VANDENBERG
Chief of, Staff, United States Air Force
5,

\

|y e e e
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. DEPARTMENT . OF -THE AIR FORCE .
WASHINGTON, 8 APRIL 1049

MILITARY PERSONNEL.
The Ne;ﬁ Air Force .Uniforms for Male Personnel

TS AW, 4 e PERLy D 3T 5D -
 —(Bffective ntll I Sep‘ember unless soofier-reéseinded-or~superseded.),,

- Paragraph
,GeriQral........ ..... e e e e e e e e

Weaming . . . . . . v i it e e e e e e e ...
Distribution Plan. . ........

Prescribed Items of Uniform .. ... ......
Prescribed Uniforms. ... ... .. .
I_x;lsigniaipd_,Bane.s:. e e e e e e e e

“1. General.

al "‘I‘he,fhe\;r‘f' ir:'.I“‘,(:),r.ce blue uniforms, : hade #84, winter, and the new summer uniforms,
as approved by the Secretary of the Air Force, re under procurement and may be purchased and

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
(= IS - 7L 0 U

) . Y.

-wworn immediately by officers, warrant officers, :nd airmen. The new uniforms will be worn in

accordance, with the provi‘s;.ions of paragraph 2, this Letter. Distribution of the new blue uniforms
will be made to activities s soon as stocks are available; however, general issue to airmen 'is
expected on or about 1 September 1950. Officers and warrant officers now on active duty who
are in need of service or seix}i-'dress uniforms, and newly-commissioned officers and warrant
officers entering on extended active duty subsequent to date of this publication, are advised to

purchase uniforms, winter and ‘summer, of the new type.

~b. On or after 1 September 1950, the new uniforms as prescribed herein, are authorized

o ,fo'x"',wéﬁr at all times, by airmen, regardless of station or assignment. . Initial issue of the Army-
- -type uniforms will cease on or about the above-mentioned date, provided that all practicable usable

stock has been declared economically unserviceable through fair wear and tear by that date. The
provisions of AFLs 35-4 and 35-417, &ill govern the wear of the Army-type interim uniforms and
will run concurrently with this publication. All military personnel of the Air Force are author-
ized to wear existing Army-type clothing until 1 July 1952; thereafter, the new Air Force uni-
forms as prescribed herein will be regu’i;red for wear by officers, warrant officers, and airmen,

kY
c. It is the responsibility of the'individual purchasing articles of uniform from commer-

cial outlets to ascertain that articles confo'x;m in quality, design

, and color to the approved sam-

ples and specifications establishe '
of uniform as prescribed herein

by the Départment of the Air Force.

The wearing of articles

nide from

It is the

nonstandard materials is not permitted.

responsibility of the local commander to see that each member of his command is properly fitted.

d.' Standard speé:ifications for all item‘q will be distributed to all Air Force bases and
activities. Additional copies when required may be obtained from the Commanding General,
Philadelphia Quartermaster Depot, ATTENTION: QM Specifications and Quality Control Branch,

" Reseéarch and Development Laboratories, 2800 South, 20th Street, Philadelphia 45, Pennsylvania.
. . %

5,

I

Wearing of the Uniform: ‘ ‘ %

4
%

T - : . . “4

. o % - ‘
(1) Air Force. military personnel will wear fft}e prescribed service uniform at all
" places of duty during duty hours, except when otherwise specifically authorized
- by the Department of the Air Force. Local commanders will designate the type
., of uniform in accordance with climatic and functional requirements. During the
period in which l'oth the Army-type and the new Air Force uniforms are author-
ized for wear, local commanders will arrange:"s.‘the participants at ceremonial
. formations, such ay reviews, parades, and honor . escorts, to present the most
", uniform appearance possible to attain within commands and units.

Nt i e e e e 5
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b. "Tvpes of. Umiorms

1) Serv1ce The service uniform is the seasonal, standard uniform for normal
duty hours. When the-shirt is ‘worn as an outer garment, the necktie will be
tucked in between the second and third shirt button. When conditions of climate

warrant, local commanders may permit the omission of the necktie and the shirt

may be worn open at the neck.

PRI

(2) Semldress and Dress Semidress and dress uniforms maybe worn at functions
of a formal nature or on occasions where cw111an evening dress is appropriate

(3) Special Evening Dress. The special evening dress uniform is the authorized
uniform for wear at State and diplomatic functions. It will not be. ‘worn except
at functions which in civilian life require the weartng of formal evemng attire.

(4) Work Uniform. - Where conditions of work warrant, or in the interest of efficiency

or economy, .commanding officers may authorize the wearing of work uniforms.

(5) Other Clothing. Civilian clothing may be worn by military personnel while in .
off-duty status.. - Accepted civilian clothing, such as sportswear, may be worn
for purposes. of participating in athletic and recreat10nal actwitles B '

Cuysseded Ly 35 4@ [3 '
6) \Sun Helmets: ’I(ropical sun helmets may be worn in trop1cal semltropical and
. (ﬁ Temperate Zone 1, u‘ authorized by local comm'mders. _
w-{wca(uq{lr;(eofq :
3. Distribution_Plan. - The Air- Mater1e1 Command is charged with computatlon of reqmre-
. ments and. _preparation and implementation of the supply plan for the issue of uniforms to airmen.

wFor personnel desiring to purchase the insignia, shade #84 cloth, or comiplete uniforms, the

followmg mformatlon with estimated dates is furmshed

a. @xartermaster Sales Stores Quartermaster sales stores will ‘have the msignia
shade #84 cloth, and complete uniforms: a.fter world-wide issue has leen completed

-b. Arm}L and A1r Force Exchange Services. Army and Air Force exch'lnge services _-
will have insxgnia and shade #84 cloth by May 1949, and complete uniforms by September 1949,

c. Commercral Facﬂmes Commerc1al facilities will hare lnsigma by April 1949, and
shade #84 cloth and complete uniforms by May 19489.

4. Prescribed Items of Uniform:

a. Uniform, Service and Semidress, Winter (Officers, Warrant Officers, and Airmen):

(1) Belt, web, waist (Spec. No. 6-105B) - Dark blue, shade #89, webbing 1-1/4"
wide, equipped with buckle, nickel silver, satin finish.

(2) Buckle, belt, waist (Spec. No. 29-109A) - Nickel silver, satin finish, solid front.

(3) Buttons (Spec. No. 34-TE) (Figure 1)’ - Oxidized silver, of suitable composition
and weight, circular and slightly convex with raiscd rim, the Great Seal of the
Department of the Air Force in clear relief against a horizontally-lined back-
ground. To be in 45 ligne (1-1/8"), 36 ligne (9/10"), and 25 ligne (5/8") sizes
with long or short shank as required.

(a) Cap - 25 ligne screw type.

(b) Coat - 36 lign- for large and 25 ligne for small, with long or short shank

(c) Overcoat - 45 tigne for large and 25 ligne for small, with Jong or short
shank as required.

2 9-5732, AF
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(d) Miscellaneous - Jacket cuff -buttons and concealed buttons will be dark blue
bone of standard size and specification.

(4) Cap, Service (Figure 2)

. (a) Officers and Warrant Officers

— QA ."‘f»; 3""(//}
1. [Description = Of adt{pted desxgn 10- 5/8" from. front to rear and 10- 3/4r

from side to side,. based on size.7- 1/8 cap, stiffened in front by a spring
. /jﬂ”’ "y approximately 1- 1/2" wide and falling without stiffening to the rear; two
7 pos t’/’/'"; eyelets approximately 1/2" up from the band braid and approximately
/Z/" -, ;;/J) 3/4" on each side of side seam of quarters. ~All quarters to be approxi-

mately 2" at front, side and rear, sewed to a band not exceeding 2"
in 'width. Top to be shaped at rim of crown with a soft rolled grommet
of cloth or sponge rubber, approximately 3/4". in diameter and inside of
top of crown to have a waterproo[ material cut.to- size of crown. Top of
".Yvisor to be of stiffened black leather lined with embossed green hatters’
{leather, waterproofed, or of waterproofed flexible black leather. Great-
;-.{est width of:visor about 2-3/16" and slope from vertical about 55°, Chin
nstrap of black leather 5/8" to 3/4™ in width, fastened at each end of
?vlsor with a small, regulation USAF cap button A band of ribbed braid,
‘,_kshade #95, approximately 1 3/4" in width around entire cap.

S

2. Materijal

a. Wool, serge, 15 or 18 oz, shade #34.

L’- Gabardine, flat weave, 13 oz, shade #84.

g7
(/) Axrmen - Ké"x ¥ u/:ad4 I/'(Tt;'e 1sé(xellcap will be identical to above in design.)
Ov Wl ot 1ty 3N sl 2
NOTE: Wearing of j/the cap, without the soft rolled {rrommet and front spring
stxﬁenmg, will not be tolerated.
O bl Sl M
(5) Cbat (Spec. No 1{13) (Flgure 3

(a) Description - A four-button, single breasted, one-half 11ned coat, made with
b . ;- : a-collar and notched lapels, neck, front and under arm darts, and two-
e St - plece back with vent.

!Qj 7 tf’ ~ (b) Materi;}} - Wool serge, 18 oz., 15 oz;, and 13 oz. flat weave gabardine, blue
{ shade #84.
)/g 37

_)/, ’},,; {c) Buttons - 36 ligne for large, 25 ligne for small.
2 .
(d) Pockets - Finished with two regulation, top-pleated, patch pockets, two lower

patch bellows pockets, all with sewed on Ilaps to button and one inside
breast pocket.

(e) Shoulder Loop - Of same material as garment to button with standard 25
ligne, oxidized silver buttons. :

(f) Ornamentation - Sleeve braid, dark blue, shade #95, three inches from end
of each sleeve (officers and warrant officers only).
i »u('e",/l' 3&«4/
L (6) Gloves Pending dpvelopmenf of standard gloves, officers, warrant officers, and
; airmen are authorized to wear, as optional purchase, gloves of gray color,
commercial design. Existing types of gloves are authorized for wear when the
olive-drab rain coat, fxeld coat or trench coat is worn.

(7) Acker (Spec Na" 8- 162}3) (Figure 4):

{(a) Description - A single-breasted, four-button, fly front jacket with a one-
-piece bloused back, fully lined, with banded bottom, and side vents to close
with a button and buttonhole. Button on the inside left band to correspond
to buttonhole in right band. Jacket to have shoulder loops, pleated, breast
patch pockets with flaps and concealed buttonhole tabs, two inside hanging
breast pockets, two-piece sleeves and cuffs furnished with buttons and
buttonholes for closing sleeves around wrists,

i _ (b) Material - Wool serge, 18 oz., 15 oz., and 13 oz. flat weave gabardine,
P shade #84.

""‘-'w T T T T ~ et b itk e s R ket S B - - e [ . o
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angfet qab ‘K‘ (8) NCthie (Spec. No: 1.18 168) - Dark blue, shade‘#83 r'\’WO()l ’fore-in hand type.
Oman o ef dit 3E YL A RN KA
(9 Qvercoat (Sped’ No. 8-174) (Figure 5) - i - 53

(a) Description - The overcoat will be-a three-button double-breasted model
with convertible collar and two buttons under the collar for closing at the

“ heck, fully lined, ‘semifo-m-fitted at waist, with'front and tnjer arm darts,
“‘left vent stitched 1/2 inch and center back seam and side seams plain.

"‘Material" - W'o}ol velour, 28 oz., blue ‘shade #85.
,;'Buttons - Standard USAF .45 ligne, and. 25 ligne, oxidized sxlver. :

‘“»,,—.Pockets - Two lower hanging ‘pockets with flaps, w1th cas : pocket inside the

.....
()

). ‘Shoulder Loogs - Shouldor loops of same materia.l as garment, to button
Twith 25 ligne, oxidized silver buttons.A g

‘ Ornamentation - (General Officers Only) Z"Sleeve braid on overcoat sleeve -
dark blue, shade #95 to match trim braids, one:band, 1-1/4" wide, placed
with lower edge 2-1/2" above and parallel to end of sleeve and a band 1/2n
wide placed with lower edge 1:1/2" above upper edge and «)qrallel to other
braid

. ,.‘(1().) Raincoat. Pendmg development of:a standard raincoat, officers, warrant officers,
o and airmen are authorized to wear the following presently available articles:

- PR inoth sn-raincoat; olive-drab; outer shell of Army-type;-olivetdrab field coat; officers
o trench coat of Ar‘my‘or commercial design;»ii
(11) Shirt (Spec. No. 6-241A) (Figure 6) S

R U (a) Descrigtio -,qSemiform fitting at waist with ‘two out51de patch pockets with
A 5 flaps to button, and a pencil pocket on the:leftsfront under the patch pocket,
' made with a two-piece quilted, stand-type collar.

(b) Material - Poplin llght blue shade #120.

(lz) Shoes

vei esaiyi
AR 100

or new Air Force field boot.

03 tam laiie o

A/‘«,x._,n .fL:,{? S M PR I
..-'(a) ‘Officers ‘and Wa rant Officérs - Black,,plain oe low qua:-ter, low type III,

"
(24

- ohps

Vit vee bees e ke gl i.‘(b

(14) Socks:hi ) .

A RIS ny eooany 11

(a) Officers and.. Warrant Officers -..Black, -plain;2no: clocks
vt Byt Ul . ARV XS SR SIRRTE TS S R34

B O R

: :,As issued
ARE Al hp T F
"(15) errousers (Spec o ‘8- 17a) (Figure 7)"‘
bevn meotual e e it Tk . caly SRS g
(a) Description Of"adopted standard cut o"'lines ‘df civilian t'ousers, without

o hasday vesw Jeuls., wopy Lo il M jurter o W ”"‘ m{d)
3 L ab,
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Officers and Warrant Officers - Trouse

rs may be pleated at waist.
2. Airmen - As issued.
(b) Material - To match coat and jacket.
Q0 Retgtie? By 357 447

b. .Uniform, Servide and Semidress, Summer:

(1) Belt, web, waist (S
See 4a(l1) above.

pec. No. 6-105B) - Same as winter, dark blue, shade #89.

(2) Buckle, belt, waist (Spec. No. 29-109A) -

Same as winter. See' 4a(2) above.
(3) Buttons (Spec. No. 34-1E) (Figure 1):

(a) Material - Oxidized silver and bone or
special and concealed buttons.

plastic in color to match cloth for

(b) Description -~ Standard USAF, as authorized for winter uniform.
(4) Cap, Service (Figure 2):

b “‘- V -
."):/\,-\A.-l.-w*fi ‘{i\ ,{\-J: 39 {/( / _

e

(a) Officers and Warrant Officers.
#84 as prescribed in 4a(4) above

Same as cap, service, winter, blue, shade

3
! (b) Airmen - Blue, shade #84, as issued.

(5) Coat, Service, Summer (Spec.. No. 8-1173) (Figure 3):

(a) Officers and Warrant Officers:

1. Description - Same pattern as coat, service, winter, with a band of
khaki color braid, shade #5, 1/2" in width on each sleeve, the lower
edge 3 inches from end of sleeve.

o
£

Mater

ial - Tropical worsted or gabardine, khaki color, shade #61.

{b) Airmen - Optional for purchase. Same as for officers less sleeve braid.

(6) Jacket, Service, Summer (Spec. No. 8-162B) (Figure 4):

(a) Officers and Warrant Officers:

1. Description - Same pattern as jacket, service, winter,
2. Material - Tropical worsted or ga ardine, khaki color, shade #61.

{b) ‘Airmen - Optional for burchase. Same pattern as authorized for officers,
(7) Necktie (Spec. No. 8-168):
v (a) . Description - Standard, fore-in-hand design.

(b) Material - Wool, blue, shade #83.

;"‘(8).' Raincoat - Same as for winter in 4a(10) above.

9-5732, AF
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- i+ (9) " Shirt," Service Summer (Spec. No. 6-241A) (Figure 6):

i,
~

(a) Officers and Warrant Officers:

x "r\.}rr‘ﬁ 'f}' /)/ \\5/"I' {'" .
1. Descrlptlo ~‘Same “hs shirt, winter, except shirt, br..adcloth or poplin;
may be of commércxal pattern .
2. Material:
a. Cotton khaki, 8.2 0z., shade #1(optional).
b. Tropical worsted or gabardine, shade #61 (khaki shade). (Required
* when worn as outside- garment.)' (Optional purchaw.)};z
Cotton khak1 broqdcloth or poplin, shade #1 “com: mercial type au-

o

thorized for wear with coat or ]acket

oy added by 387 kA '

(b) Airmen - As issuéd. Shirts.as authorized for officers. (Uptional for
purchase.) : ’ ' o :

(10) Shoes (Spec. No, 9-105) - Officers and warrant officers: same as winter; axrmen -
black as 1ssued

(11) Socks:

() Officers and War -ant Officers - Same as winter, black.

(p) Airmen - As iss od.
(12) Trousers (Spec. No. -175) (Figure 7):

{a) Officers and War ~ant Officers:

l Description  Of adopted standard, c¢ut on lines of civilian trousers,
without cuffs. Pleats at waist are optional.

b

Material:
a. Coiton Fiwii, 8.2 oz., shade #1 ,(optional).‘

b. Tropical v rited or gabardine, shade” #61, to match shirt, coat or
jacket. o

(b) Airmen - As issuci. Tropical worsted or gdbm‘dine, witl'out pleats, as
authorized for officers. (Optional for purchase.)

5. Prescribed Uniforms:

a.

Winter, Service (Of!icers Warrant Officers, and Airmen) (Recuire:i):

._.____.___L_._.—.—

(1). Jacket, trousers, cap, service, all blue, shade #84 shirt, poplin, blue shade #120,
necktie, dark blue, shade #83; or

(2) Coat, trousers, cap, scrvice; all blue, shade #84; shirt, roplin, blue shade #120
necktxe, dark blue, shade #83

(3) The overcoat, raincoat, flying, or fatigue clothing may be worn when appropriate.

- 6 9-5732, AF
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: 1 . b..: Winter, Semidress and Dress (Officers, Warrant Officers, and Airmen) (Required):

' s

e ,Ljfyﬂ}i (1) Coat, trousers, cap, service, all blue, shade #84; .shirt, poplin, blue, shade #120,

¥ 7, % -and necktie, dark blue, shade #83. : '

i (2). The: overcoat or  raincoat may be worn with the winter semidress or dress uni--
' - form when appropriate.

- c;‘,‘;;_Sh‘n':mer. Service (Required):

{(1).iOfficers and Warrant Officers:

i () Shirt, trousers, all cotton khaki, 8.2 oz., shade #;: cap, service, shade #84, :
. necktie, shade #83, belt, shade #89; or,

(b) 3hirt, trousers, all tropical worsted, or all gabardinc, shade #61 (optional
wrchase); cap, service, shade #84, necktie, shade #83, belt, shade #89; or,

(c)- ‘acket:and trousers, tropical worsted or gabardine; shirt, cotton broadcloth
or- poplin, shade #61, (optional purchasc); and cap, service, shade #84.
Necktie; shade #83 dark blue, belt, dark blue, shade #89.

.+ (2) Airmen;
it (a) Shirt, trousers, all cotton khaki, 8.2 oz., shade #1; cap, service, shade #84,
.4#i « - necktie, shade #83, belt, shade #89, recuired (as issued).

i (b) Shirt, trousers, all tropical worsted, or all gabardine, shade #61 (optional
.. purchase); cap service, shade #84, necktie, shade #83, belt, shade #89.

‘ .+ {c) Jacket and trousers, tropical worsted o gabardine; shirt, cotton broadcloth
’ - .. or poplin, shade #61 (optional purchase) and cap, service, shade #84.
~Necktie, shade #83, dark blue, belt, dark blue, shade #89,

'(3) Raincoat, Flying, or Fatigue Clothing - may be worn when ‘appropriate by officers,

warrant officers, and airmen.

d. - Summer, Semidress and Dress:

(1) Officers and Warrant Officers (Required) - Coat and trousers, tropical worsted
or gabardine, shade #61; cap, service, shade #84, shirt, cotton broadcloth or
‘poplin, shade #1, necktie, shade #83, and belt, shade-#89,

(2) Airmcn - (Optional):
(a) Sime as summer, Service, or
(b) Same as in 5d(1) above.
(3) Raincoat is worn with summer, semidress, or dress uniform when appropriate.
e.\;"t‘i.jv§pecial Evening Dress Uniform - See AFR 35-12, 1 October 1948, including Change
nsignia, Decorations; Service Medals, and Badges:

o

: “;:Insignia - Insignia in bullion or nylon embroiderv is authorized for optional wear in
leu-of all types of ‘metal insignia,’ -

7 . 9-5732, AF

‘:‘ -
-
iy

-
o
i

5

S




(1) Cap: - (Figure -8): -

. »i:(a), Officers.-and. Warrant Off1cers The U.S..Coat of Arms,;2-3/8" in:hezght,
oxidized silver. AR G s S anr Rt N

wve o +(b).. Airmen.- The U.S. Coat of -Arms, convex, pierced thhin a beveled 1ing, :
1-11/16" in diameter, oxidized silver, .- . - .. i e

(2) Collar (Coat and Jacket) {Figure 9): e AR

(a) Officers and Warrant Officers - The letters,:: U "’ 7/16" in height, with :_;
beveled edges, oxidized silver. :

(b) Au‘men - The letters, ”US ” 7/16" 1n hexght plerced within a bevecled
ring ring 1" in diameter, ox1d1zed silver. :

-(3) Dis‘t:inctive Unit. (Figure 10'):

(a) Headquarters USAF, Headquarters of Air Forces, Headquarters of Co: nmands,

and Headquarters of Wings - Metal, for wear on uniform, not to exceed 17

in height, of geometric design, other than coat of arms, as approved by the
Secretary of the Air Force.

(b) Groups, Operational (Figure 10A) - Metal, for wear on un'ifgrm, not to
exceed 1" in height, group coat -of arms, as approved by the Secretary of
the Air Force. .

(c) Squadrons, Operational (Figure 10B) - Patch, 5" in diameter, replica of
. .approved aircraft marking, for wear on left pocket of flight or field jacket

(4) Oversea Chevrons and Bars (Officers, Warrant Officers,-and Airmen) “(O->tionarl
Wear) (Figure 11):

(a) World War I Chevrons:

1. Winter - Silver, embroidered, 1" x 3/16", separated by 1/8", on blue
shade #84 background.

™o

Summer - Silver, embroidered, 1" x 3/16", separated by 1/8", on khaki ’
background.

(b) World War II Bars:

1. Winter - Silver, embroidered, 1" x 3/16", separated by . 8", on blue,
shade #84, background )

1

Summer - Silver, embroidered, 1" x 3/16" separated by /8", ca khaki
background -

(5) Service Stripes, Diagonal (Au‘men Only) (Optional Wear) (Figure . ):

(a) Winter - Silver, embroidered, 1" x 3/16", separated by 1/8", on blue, shade:;
#84, bs background y

(b) Summer - Silver, embroidered, 1" x 3/16", scarated by 1/8", onlkhaki
background.

(6) Rank Insignia (Figurc 13): _ o
(a) General Officers, Officers, and Warrant Office s - Each grade identical in *,,L
design, size, and color to that now in use. M nintures authorized for wear, ””}

on both sides of collar, on shirt when worn as outer garment, e
8 9.56732, AF™
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.(b) Airmen - New Air Force chevrons, as pl'escrif)ed in paragraph 2c, AF.';
39-25, 23 August 1948.

(7) Sleeve:
(a) Braid (General Officers) - Overcoat, as prescribed in 4a(9)(f) above.

(b) Braid (General Officers, Officers, and Worrant Officers) - Se 'vice coat.

=

Winter - 1/2", da: < blue, shade #95, standard weave,

ummer - 1/2" khaki color, standard weave,

197}

2.

(c) Shoulder Sleeve (Patches) (Officers, Warrant Officers, and Airmen):

4 _uu«..f,,f.uf A I8 - s
Left Shoulder - Current Assignment:

—
.

umbered air forces.

i

b. adependent commands.
. ' 2. Right Shoulder (Optional for Wear)\Unit of oversea war service.
a. Numbered air forces, ‘
b. Oversea thea!rr or comfnand.
(8) Miscellaneous:
(a) Brassards - 4" x 18", felt type cloth, as approved.
’(b)v Aiguillettes - as approved for aides and attaches.

{c) Identification Tags - : . issued.

: b. Decorations, Service Medals, : nd Badges - as prescribed in paragraph 5, AFL 35-47,
22 November 1948, '

c. ngg.ringi ‘

. (1) Insignia - All Air Force iilitary personnel will wear identifying Air Force
. - insignia as prescribed below:

(a) Cap, Service (Figure 14) - On the front center of the cap.
(b) Collar (Figure 15);

1. For Coat and Jachit - Centered symmetrically on each side of the collar,
with the design aligned horizontally one-half inch {1/2") above the notch.

a. General Offic. rs, Officers, and Warrant Officers - ‘“U.S.”’ on both
sides of the ‘oat and jacket collar.

b. Airmen - ““1.S."” in circle on both sides of the coat and jacket
collar, '

For Shirt - Miniature insignia of rank is optional for we:r. Collar
insignia for the shirt when worn as an outer garment is prescribed for
wear with the design horizontally aligned as follows:

Do

a. General Officers_ - Insignia of grade on both sides, each centered
one inch (1") from the vertical edge of the tab, star pointing up.

9 9-5732, AF




c)

()

(e)

(f)

()

(h)

o U s F
A o ,V/A)-r'/-fv /-(’4"‘ e K C r‘.

i

will be wera with the back to the front, leaves will be stem down,
and b:rs will be parallel lengthwise to the vertical edge of the collar
tab. Appropriate alde insignia will be worn on the left tab, one inch
\(1 ") from the vertical edge, in lieu of one insignia of grade.
ma———

¢. Airmen - ‘‘U.8.”" within circle, on both sides, each centered one 1nch

(1") from the tab.

‘_(1,~ \A)J/.‘ '\S*‘
Shoulder lSIe“évIa rlInq{gﬁla (I‘lguxe 16) ~ Worn on the coat, jacket, or shirt,
centéred one-half inch (1/2") below the uppermost sleeve and shoulder seam.
Current assignment patch w111 be worn on the left shoulder and the patch

{of oversea war assignment may be worn on the right sleeve in the same’

comparable position, . The old Headquarters AAF natch will not be worn on
the new type uniforms,

Shoulder Loop Insignia (Figure 17). On each shoulder loop, offiter’s cost,
jacket, overcout, and raincoat, insignia of grade will be worn as follows: ’

(1) General Officers - Star or stars, points toward collar, centered and
- equidistant along the loop.

(2) Colonel - Eagle, head up, beak to the front, centered on loop, talons of
eagle five-eighths inch (5/8") from sleeve end of loop.

(3) Lieutenant Colonel and Major - Oak leaf, point up, centered on loop,. stem ‘

of leaf five- eighths inch (5/8") from sleeve end of loop.

(4) Company Grade and Warrant Officers - Bar centered on loop, barallel to
and five-ei hths inch (5/8") from slecve end of luop.

Distinctive Unit Insignia (Figure 7). Distinctive organizational insignia, when
authorized, will be worn by officcrs (exzept general officers), warrant officers,
and airmen, centered on each shoulder loop of the coat or jacket with bottom

of the design toward the shoulder midway along the loop.

Chevrons (Figure 18) - Chevrons of grade will be worn centered outward on
each sleeve, midway between the elbow and the shoulder,

Sleeve ‘Braid (Figure 19) - Will be worn by officers and warrant officers only.

Miscellaneous Insignia (Figure 20):

(1) Brassard indicating a special duty status, such as airdrome officer,
officer of the day, air police, recruiting duty, and others will be worn
on the left sleeve just above the elbow. Brassards of black crepe, four
inches (4") wide may be worn in the sime manner by individuals to
indicate family mourning in addition to occasions such as funerals, when
directed by local commanders,

(2) Miniature insignia of grade ior officers is authorized for optional wear
on the shirt when worn as the outer garment. Such insignia will be worn
in the same manner as the larger type. )

(3) Aiguillettes are prescribed for wear by aides, air attaches, as authorized
and members of honor ceremonies on special occasions. Aides to the .
President and members of honor ceremonies wear aiguillettes on the -
right shoulder and arm. Other aides and attaches wear appropriate

‘ alguillettes on the left shoulder and arm.

10 9-5732, AF
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to a

’ .(4) All male militar

(i) Oversea Stripes and Service Bars (Figure 21),
service bars are worn

or shirt, four inches (4

(i) Iewelry. Al jewelry

AFL s,
6

¥ personnel of the Air Force will pe required to wear
identification tags only when in the field, when engaged in field training,

when travelling in aircraft, or when outside the Continental limits of the
United States; one tag to bhe suspended from the i

b
noncorrosive, nontoxic, and heat resistant material, looped to form a

necklace, und the second tag fastened to the necklace below the first tag
by a 2-1/2 inch cxtension of material similar to the necklace. These

tags are a part of the uniform and will be worn habitually, suspended
from the neck, under the clothing, and may be removed only temporarily
as the necessities of personal hygiene may require, Inspections for
only when in the field,
when outside the Continental limitg of the
The embossed tags will be issued to
S00n as practicable after entry into

tes, when appropriate.
each ‘member of the Air Force ag

Service Stripes and oversea
centered outward on the left sleeve of the coat, jacket,

"} from the end of the sleeve. Oversea service bars

positioned above service stripes.

her than brescribed will be kept
minimum. Studs and cuff links, authorized only with the evening dress
i ' ¢ and mess uniforms should be of plain gold color and design.
VOAA 4y 337 g A
)i D corations, Sefrvice Medals, and Badges - as brescribec in paragraph 5, AFL
3 -47, 22 November 1948,
“'BY' Ol DER OF

F.THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE

HOYT s. VANDENBERG
Chief of Staff, United States Air Force

9-5732, AF
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CHANGE /& )‘/'/ v AFL 35-46A.
4
\\m FORCE LETTER ) DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
© . NQ@. 35-48A : )  WASHINGTON, 26 ULY 1949

MILITARY PIRSONNEL

The New Air Force Unilerms for Male Personnel

. ,X,.'..-b;,«, :’{._Mf /) 1oy PN =Y B
(Brfectt ve—tntivel  SER! unbm.d 900-»0«‘{0*49"1‘(#( rpetcinded=omesuper ooed, ),

AFL 35-46, 8 April 1949, is changed as follows:

* R * * * * A

4./Pres :ribed Items of Uniform:

a./_Unifox }n, Service and Semidress, Winter (Officers, Warrant Officers, apd Airmen):

* * * * * *

(t’)/g':g), Service {Spec, No. 8-183) (Figure 2):
—
(a)” Officers and Warrant Officers:

1. Des ription - Of adopted design, stiffened in front by a reinforced
suppart and falling without stiffening to the rear. Oue eyelet for cap
insign 2 to be placed at center of front quarter, 5/8 inch up from top
of braid, Top to be shaped at rim of crown with a soft rolled grom-
met of cloth or sponge rubber approximately 11/16 inch in diameter.

SRR . Inside ofkg)p of crown to have a waterproof material cut to size of

AN ' o crown, G eatest width of visor to be 2-1/16 inch and slope. from

{\./ S vertical about 45 degrees. Visor top and chin strap to be made of

R black, waterproofed shell cordovan or cowhide; visor bottom to be

) : v " made of gray ‘suede or of gray waterproof hatters’ leather, semi-
stiff. Chin strap, matching visor, to be 5/8 inch in width, fastened
at each end of visor with a 25- lme regulation USAF cap button A
band of mohair ribbed braid, shade #95, 1-3/4 inches in width around
entire cap. AN

4 g/ Matei'ial: %
* * * \ " B *
¢ Fur felt, blue shade\#84
) (b) General Officers (Figure 2a) - Identical to above in design, except that

‘ . s : . visor is to be covered with black® broadcloth, embroidered with the USAF
o lightning, cloud and dart pattern in alumxnum wire,

. . R - (&Y Airmen - As issued. (The issue cap, will be identical in design to

¢ .(a)1 above.)
, k * o x . - * * *
ﬁ , (5)6& (Spec, No, 8-173A) (Figure 3): S

g g . . ] . . . \ . | .
(6) Gloves: , 3

LR o - (ﬁ)/ Officers and Warrant Officers - Officers and w: rrant offxcers are author-
(‘ \f} : .. , ized to wear, as optional purchase,:gloves of gray color, commercial de-

e sign, Exlstmg types of gloves are’ authorlzed for‘wear when the olive-drab
_raincoat field coat or trench coat is worn

50-252, AF
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() Airmen - Black, wool insert,
m/ Jacket (Spec. Mo, 8-:184) (Figure 4):
* V * w * *
(3{ Overcoat (Spec. No. 8-181A) (Figure 5):
* * ‘ * * m*
({}/)/ Shoes:
&a’)/'Ofﬁcers and Warrant Officers - Black, plain toe, low quarter, and/or
black service shoe. . :
* * * * * C
(W/Trousers (Spec, No, 8-175A) (Figure 17):
* * * ) *

*
(Muﬁler - Black, wool,

b. . Uniform, Service and Semidress, Suminer:

* * ) L

4y >Ca1'3, Service (Figures 2 and 2a):

(zi'{ General O[ficérs. Same as cap, service, winter, blue, shade #84, as
prescribed in a(4) above.

({ Officers and Warrant Officers. Same as cap, service, winter, blue, shade
#84, as prescribed in 4a(4) above.

(({Airmg_n_ - Blue, shade #84, as issued,

* *

* * -

(d)/ Shirt, Service, Summer (Spec. No. 6-241A) (Figure 6):

(a}Officers and Warrant Officers:

1.~"Descriptios - Same as shirt, winter, except shirt, broadcloth or poplin,
.may be of commercial pattern., Shoulder tabs will not be used on
poplin shirts. = All other shirts will be equipped with shoulder tabs,

277 Material;

* * » B * * ‘ ‘_ ) *
Q/Cotton khaki, shade #1, 6 oz. or heavier, (Optional for wear as
outer g.lrment with tropical worsted trouse:s.) L
* * * * ' ¥
5, Prescribed Uniforms: ‘ ‘

* *
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. /( Special Items of E.uipment for Air Police - The following special items will be
available after standardization has been completed: ‘

(1) White cap co er,

(2)  ““Air Police’’ brassard.

'(3)  Black leather trim items.

(4) White gloves.

(5).  Black field boot (new type).

(6) White rain hood,

(7) Overcoat, field, long (Army type).

6’,/‘Insignia, De--orations, Service Medals, and Badges:

‘ V’insign a - Insignia in bullion or nylon embroidery is authorized for uptional wear
in lieu of metal ranl. nsignia, collar ipsignia, and aviation badges.

* * * * * . *.
(¥ Sleeve:
* * * * *

(Kr Shoulder Sleeve (Patches) (Officers, Warrant Officers, and Airmen):

vl./ Left Shoulder - Current Assignment:
@ Numbered air forces,

" Major air commands.

* * * * *

g Wearing:

(’f{ Insignia - All Air Force military personnel will wear identifying Air Force
insignia as prescribed below:

* * * * *

T
{B) Coular (Figure 15):

* * * * *

7 v For Shirt -~ Miniature insignia of rank is optional for wear, Collar
insignia for the shirt when worn as an outer garment is prescribed
for wear with the design horizontally aligned as follows:

* * * x

bg,/fomcers and Warrant Officers - Insignia of grade pointing up,
centered, and one inch from the vertical edge of both tabs,
Ilagles will be worn with the beak to the front, leaves will be
©tem down, and bars will be parallel lengthwise to the vertical
cilge of the collar tab. Appropriate aide insignia will be worn
on the left tab, one inch from the vertical edge, in licu of one
insignia of grade.

* ) * * I3

3 50-252, AF
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B o i I
(cli/Shoulder Sleeve Insignia (Figure 16):“ Worn:an the coat, '-jacl:'ketf r jshirt
centered 1/2 inch below the uppermost:sleéve and shoulder seam: t"Cu'if
. rent assignment patch will be worn on . the'ileft ‘shoulder and the .patch ‘of:
Oversea war assignment may be worn onthe right sleeve 'in the same’
comparable position. The old Headquarters AAF patch will be worn.on

by major air commands having -antarc: tab .and, will not be worn on’ the i?@
new type uniforms by military personnellassigned to Headquarters. USAF
. LA b b : ;
* * * * o * *

6},9)/ Lapel Insignia. Appropriate aicle-de-.c:in"g;')'_Y,insignia will be worn on the
lapels of the coat and/or jacket, centered, 1-3/4 inches from the fold of
the collar and the top of the insignia 5/8 inches below the notch,’ ..

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE: '

HOYT S. VANDENBERG
Chief of Staff, United Sta e:. Air Force

OFFICIAL:
L. L, JUDGE

Colonel, USAF
Air Adjutant General

1 Attachment: )
Figures 2a, 3, 4, 7, 15a (2 pages)™

DISTRIBUTION:
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FIGURE 24~ CAP SERVICE

STITCHING INDICATES'
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K " FIGURE 3- COAT
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( DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
NO, 35-10 Washington, 15 May 1959

Foreword

1. Who Will Use This Man
itary personnel with instructi
service and dress uniforms. It
insignia, and prescribes the man

ual. This manual provides Air Force mil-
ons as to the proper wear of Ajr Force
describes the various uniform items and
ner in which they will be worn,

2. How the Material Is Organized. The manual is divided into five
chapters. Chapter 1 explains th

e uniform policies and responsibilities and
cites the law which prohibits the illegal wear, manulacture, sale, and
possession of uniforms and insignia. Chapters 2 and : describe the uni-
form items for both male and female personnel, and explains how each
item will be worn. Chapter 4 explains the various authorized uniform
insignia and prescribes the manner in which they will be positioned on
the uniforms. Chapter 5 provides information on the wearing of the
uniform by reserve, retired, and separated personnel,

3. This manual implements DOD Directive 1348.6, 21 April 1953,
which is not available from Headquarters USAF, except as indicated in
paragraph 10, AFR 5-5, 1 October 1958.

4. How To Submit Recommendations. Recommendations for improv-
ing the uniform are invited. Submit comments to the Secretary, Perma-
nent Air Force Uniform Board, Headquarters USAF, Washington 25, D. C.

This manual contains no copyright materic/.

* This manual supersedes AFM 35-10, 1 February 1956, including AFM
35-10A, 15 July 1957, and AFR 85-80, 12 May 1954.
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listed in (2) above. Other combinations of
this uniform and the optional sun helmet are
not authorized, however.

b. Winter Uniforms. Winter uniforms will
be worn by all Air Force personnel from 15
October through 30 April of each year.

Section B.

7. Wear of Uniform in Foreign Countries

The uniform will not normally be worn
by members of the Air Force when visiting
a foreign country in an unofficial capacity.
However, it may be worn when attending,
by formal invitation, ceremonies or social
functions at which the wear of the uniform
is required by terms of the invitation or by
the regulations or customs of the service.
(Wear of civilian clothes when traveling
through foreign countries is prescribed in
AFR 34-25.)

8. Jackets

All summer and winter, stand:urd and op-
tional jackets, with the exception of the cot-
ton summer service jacket, are to be phased
out as items of the Air Iorce uniform for
male personnel. The cut-off date, when estab-
lished, will allow for an adequate wear-out

period.

9. Wear of Uniform On and Off Base

Male officers will wear the uniform coat
when the uniform is worn off base, in jriblic
places, or metropolitan arcas after noemal
duty hours; or at social functions ofl" basc
during duty hours. While on base in the per-

formance of duty, en route to and {rom place
of abode, and in the performance of official
business off base during duty hours, officers
may wear the other uniform combinations

prescribed in this manual.

10. WAF Winter and Summer Uniform

The WATF winter service uniform, with
coat, is authorized fov optiona’ wear by fe-
male personnel during and aft + duty hours

GENERAL INSTRUC

6. Identical Local Instructions for;
Uniforms o
When several Air Foree activitiest
ated in the same locality, comm
adopt identical instructions foriWe
forms. : o

IONS

when the st
seribed. D
the coat. Th
ized for opt
during and

tan summer uniformis
‘mal wear by femalezperik
fter duty hours..::; %k S

I'l. Army Dress Uniforms

Army white dress and v :
forms 11ay be worn by male office
peratw + zone I (tropical zone as
T/A 1- 21) until 30 June 1959;°
of Arm - SIt 600-32-11, as amen

To } -ovide an adequate wear-out,periisg
“1e Ay ny khaki (shirt and trous&@ | M
rer w ifoym is authorized for weiii‘\ J

‘orm. Meanwhile, either the A TNy
samme + or the Air Force cottont
servie. uniforms may be worn,:Item

13. D stinctive Clothing Hems?&nd :
Ec uipment R

ments. will be worn only whe 1
the special duties for which the B
was cstablished. & T

14. Work Clothing



Figure 2. Raincoat, Winter and Summer.

(2) Imstructions for Proper Fit.

(a) The scrvice coat should always
‘be fitted when the undergarment shirt and
“tie arc worn.

(b) The coat is a semidrape model
sslightl - suppressed at the waist and never
formfitting.

(e) A well-fitted service coat will
‘have cage in the shoulders, chest, and under-

m.

, (d) The sleeve should end one-quarter
inch from the heel of the thumb when the
‘arms e hanging naturally.

: (e) The length of the coat is pro-
‘portioned to the height of the figure. A stand-
‘ard guide is that the bottom of the coat

Tlo
E:

\= /

Figure 3. Coat, Winter and Summer.

AFM 35-10

should be fingertip length when arms hang
naturally and hands are slightly cupped.
d. Jackets.
(1) Standard Jacket, Winter.

(a) Description. The standard jacket
is a single-breasted fly-front model with a
one-piece bloused back and pleated breast
pockets. The material is all wool serge.

(b) Instructions for Proper Fit.

1. The service jacket should always
be fitted when the undergarment shirt and
tie is worn.

2. A well-fitted service jacket will
have ease in the shoulders, chest and under-
arm.

3. The sleeve should end one-quar-
ter inch from he heel of the thumb when
the arms are h.nging naturally.

4. The waistband of the jacket
must fall on tl : waistline. The back of the
jacket should biuse over approximately one-
half of the widi i of the waistband.

5. To wevent gapping between the
jacket and troe sers, suspenders should be
worn,

(2) Cottor Summer Service Jacket.
(a) Des ription. The cotton summer
service jacket i; a single-breasted coat length
jacket with a ccuvertible collar, four bellows-
type pockets with pleated breast pockets and
full belt. The fubric is cotton twill.
(b) Imstructions for Proper Fit.

1. The otton summer service jacket
is semi-formfitting. A well-fitted jacket will
have ease in the shoulders, chest and arm-
holes.

2. The belt should fall at waistline
and should be adjusted to permit air cireu-
lation. It should not be tightened to create
puckering at the waistline.

3. The sleeve should end one-quar-
ter inch above the heel of the thumb when
arms are hanging naturally.

4. The length of the coat is pro-
portioned to the height of figure. A standard
guide is that the bottom of the coat should
be finger-tip length when arms hang natur-
ally and the hands are slightly cupped.

5. The back of the jacket should
fall naturally over hips; the center vent (rear
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opening from belt line to bottom of coat)
should not be spread.

Figure 4.

* Note: See paragraph 8, chapter 1, for

phase-out of jacket.

LONG SLEEVE SHIRT
Figure 5,

f. Trousers, Winter and Summenr.

(1) Description. Trousers are full cut,
straight hanging, and cuffless. When pleats
are worn, they may face either away f{rom
or toward the fly. Rear pocket tabs are no
longer required on all trousers, but trousers
with rear pocket tabs may continue to be
worn until no longer serviceable.

(a) Winter Trousers. The material
for the winter trousers is all wool serge.

(b) Summer Trousers. The material
for summer service trousers is cotton twill.
(Army khaki material is authorized until

*Standard Jacket. Cotton Summer Service Jacket.

e. Summer Shirts,

(1) Short Sleeve Shirt. A baske \
cotton shirt with square cut bottom:, W
the arm is bent at a 90° angle thé’s ,
should touch o1 approximately comé Wi
one inch of the inside of the forea

(2) Army Khaki. A cotton twi
of the two-pocket military type with®shot
der loops (authorized until 30 Septerr;
1959.) Tt is a formfitting shirt with¥sla
lengths that extend to the heel of the'thi
when arms hang naturally. The ol
cotton khaki shirt without shoulder loops
be worn by airmen ntil no longer se

SHORT SLEEVE SHIRT

Outergarment Shirts.

30 September 1959.) In addition, offiecrs ares
required to have either tropical worsted of?

service coat.
(2) Instructions jor Proper Fit.

(a) Trousers should be trim-fittin
without bunching at waist or bagging a
seat.

(b) Prescribed length is without
break in the crease and with the bottom of
the trousers barely resting on the shoe in
front. ' -




“ i
0
i =
1l
3! s
| L.
. < .
b ?
‘ —
i ]
| :
|
‘ o
, L — S
i & £
[e]
-
i p
,_ .M.
i1 >
: g
w
I 5
i E
i £
il ¥ @ rW_._ a
! o W =0Quw > 5
; 206 Z 0 *=
i T MOU = )
: N > 2350 Z 0
D () o O )
: o4 ~ g G
| o [ 3
; o £
i GT
“ ZzZ = £
(OIS wv
LW T
=
5 g
B == . P i m Wm
A \\\ ] wy cv
1 w b
{ v m
— o
1 W =
] - o T T T =N “ & <
al ANU = m 4
~ — 3
¥ ’ o | = m.m.
. u N 3
. i D
| 171
. o~ -~
i ¥ S~ | Z
3 o ~ }
a s ] 2
N -
o o
= O
Lo

T e Attt U e e 5 3 il RS M 18 A Aol e i -, 35 ok it 45, e b el g S-S




AFM 35-10

g. Summer Service Shorts.

* (1) Description. The shorts are ber-
muda length, full eut, straight hanging, with-
out pleats and rear pocket tabs. The fabric
is cotton twill.

(2) Instructions for Proper Iit.

(a) The shorts should b trim-fitting
without bunching at the walis. or bagging
at the seat.

(b) Prescribed length, while stand-
ing, is for the bottom of the shorts to be
approximately one inch above the kneecap.

30. Required Undergarment (Shirt)

a. Winter. The blue shirt worn under the
winter coat or jacket is the one-pocket ci-
vilian type (no shoulder loops) of oxford
cloth, with modified spread collar. The old
style blue poplin shirt with two pockets may
be worn until no longer serviceable. Sleeves
should extend to the heecl of the thumb, ex-
tending approximately 14 inch beyond the
coat or jacket sleeve.

b. Summer. Required for officers only. A
poplin shirt in tan of the same cut and design
and with modified spread collar. Slecves
should extend to the heel of the thumb, s as
to extend approximately one-quarter inch
beyond the sleeve of the coat or jacket.

Figure 7. Under Garment Shirt.

I. Required Accessories

a. Headgear.
(1) Service Cap. The service cap is the

visor-type banded with dark blue
braid and a front chin strap of b]acl lc

winter. Caps are packagfed w1th
packing grommet which must bc
before wearing. The wear 1ng of th s '
cap without the soft rolled gromm: . ig
hibited. A rear chin strap of bla(l
niay be worn.

(2) Flight Cap. The ﬂlght cip if
oversea type with corded edge’b ai
responding to grade (soe'pai'agr 1])]1

m(l summer.
(3) Sun Hclmet May be prex .m

cquipment.
h. Footwear.

(1) Shoes, Low Quarter.

perforations, buckles, or straps. The wés
unusual footwear (such as cowboy
sandals, moccasins, and fancy: shoes 2%

cumbat boots, are not to excced anl\ =
height.
(2) Service Shoes,

vided trousers are not tucked in. E: cep
may be made for air police and, when
conditions warrant, local commanders
authorize other personnel required (o by
combat boots to wear them with {ro
tucked in (see paragraph 13). '
(4) Socks and Stockings. Socks :

black wool, worsted, cotton, synthe tlc, ¢
silk, wnhout decoration. Knee length s
ings of cotton, no cuffs, with elastlc top '
required for wear with the summer ser
shorts. They will match the color fithe!
mer service umform 4
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_ SERVICE CAP

Figure 8,

OXFORD SHOE

Figure 9.

{f . Neckties, Winter and Summer. The
-necktie for the service uniform is dark blue,
four-in-hand, unlined and of all wool tropical
vorsted fabric without design or sheen.
When prescribed for wear with an outer-
> garment shirt, the necktie will be tucked into
:the shirt between the upper second and third
utton. The tie will not be tucked into the
shirt when the shirt is designated as an un-
“dergarment of an authorized uniform combi-
ation.

d. Belt, Winter and Summer. Blue, of weh
material with silver-color meta] tip. Buckles
are plain satin finish, nickel silver-color
metal. The prescribed width of the belts. is
114, inches. The prescribed buckle is approxi-
mately 114 inches wide and © inches long.
The end of the belt will not extend beyond
114 inches of the buckle,

. e Gloves. Wool, gray.
f. Service Cap Rain Covers. The rain

FLIGHT CAP

COMBAT BOOT

‘ ™

SUN HELMET

Headgear.

SERVICE

Footwear.

cover for the service cap is made of the same
material as the blue raincoat,

32. Optional Outergarments

a. Topcoat, Winter and Summenr,

(1) Description. The topcoat is a
belted, double-breasted military trench coat
of water-repellent all-woo] gabardine, bara-
thea or elastique. Tt has a matching remov-
able inner liner, The topcoat may be worn
in lieu of the raincoat with either the sum-
mer or winter uniform.

(2) Imstructions Jor Proper Fit.

(a) The topcoat should always be fitted
when the service coat or jacket is worn. In
addition, since it has 2 removable liner, the
fit of the coat should be tried with the liner
to assure proper fit,

(b) The fit of the shoulders should be
sufficiently loose to accommodate the shoyl-

I
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ders of the service coat without binding at

the aimholes when the arms are moved.
(c) The sleeves should extend one-

half inch beyond the service coat sleeve.

Figure 10. Topcoat, Winter and Summer.

to mid-calf. :
b. Coats, Wint:r and Summenr. 4
(1) Winter. Same as the Jequn'"
(see figure 8) except that material m
of gabardine, barathea or elastique: %
(2) Summer. Same as the e
item for officers.
c. Jacket, Win'er and Summer.;. 5
(1) Descripiion. The optlona ac

for winter (in blue) or summer (m ta.!f)
a single-breasted, fly-front model ”'th

mlts blousing all the way around ‘thewaist}

(approximately cne-half of the Walsﬁ?gﬁn
is covered).

d Shirts. Lonu-Sl(’eve Wmter

Lapel is cut
horizontal

and Snap Fasteners

Fullness of
Jacket Partially

Concealed button covers waist
band

Figure 11.

Optional Jacket, Winter and Summer.

e A B N 53 s i A I 3 p - merEB

o € i A

TOUPRIVE NI S




the long-sleeve, two-pocket military type
ith shoulder loops (figure 5). The military
ases may be worn only with these shirts

(1) Winter. The blue woo] flannel
winter shirt is authorized. It may be worn
on;base only., :

() Summenr. Only the tan tropical
worsted or gabardine shirt of all wool, wool
§ and. synthetic, or blended synthetics, is au-
- thorized for wear with trousers of matching

material. Cotton materia] shirts are not au-
: -thorized for woar as outergarments with
tan, tropical worsted or gabardine trousers.
e. T ousers, Winter and Summenr,

(1 Winter. Same as the required item
(figure 6) exeept that matcrial may be gab-
ardine, barathea or clastique..

(2) Summer. Same @8 the required
item except that material is of tan tropical
~worsted or gabardine of al] wool, wool and
synthetic, or blended synthe:ics.

:33. Optional Undergarment (Shirt)

a. The shirt worn under the coat or jacket
Is the one-pocket civilian tyre (no shoulder
loops). (See figure 7.) Shirts made from
synthetic fabries in the approved shades, de-
sign, and weave are authorizec .

(1) The wool flanne] shirt may be worn
n Temperature Zones V, VI, and VII (de-
scribed in T/A 1-21). .
" (2) The tan poplin shirt is worn with

(3) French cuffs are optional on the
‘blue oxford or summer service (undergar-
Lment) shirt. When worn, cuff links will be
‘two 25-ligne USAF button ficsimile; one
(25-ligne) metal USAF bution facsimile
linked to a plain silver button; or one (25-
ligne) USAF button or button facsimile

" ‘mounted on a commercial silver cuff link
. post.

' 34. Optional Accessories

a. Headgear.
(1) Lightweight Service Cap. A light-

AFM 35-10

weight servic cap of approved materials ;s

authorized fo. optional wear; it will be of

the same basi design as the required servica
cap except thc head band will be of an opcn

mesh construc jon to give clear firm opening- s

through the bi 1id. A rear chin strap of black

leather may b worn,

(2) Servi ¢ Cap. Same design as rc.
quired, of approved materials,

(3) Flight Cap. Same design as re-
quired, of approved materials, Tropical
worsted is authorized for summer.

(4) Sun Helmet. A moulded pressed-
fiber hat covered with a water-repellent cot.
ton twill fabric,

b. Belts. Elastic or plastic materials, i1
blue.

c. Gloves. Knitted, cotton simplex gray,
and gray grain or suede leather, Gloves,
shell, black leather, which are part of the
clothing allowance for airmen, are duty
gloves for wear only on bases or installationg
when duty or climatic conditions require this
additional protection, Gray wool gloves with
or without leather on the palms and under-
sides of fingers may be worn with service or
dress uniforms,

d. Suspenders. Plain solid-blue materia].
Worn underneath coat or jacket; not to be
exposed at any time.

e. Mufflers. All-wool, flat-knit or tubular
knit, gray, finished with or without napped
surface, or gray cotton simplex; width not
to exceed ten inches, ‘

I. Neckties. Dark blue, four-in-hand lined
or unlined; fabrie all-wool, synthetic, or a
blend of synthetic and wool fabrics in plain
or twill weave without design or sheen,

g. Combat Boot, A plain toe, 10-inch
high, combat-type boot may be worn pro-
vided trousers are not tucked in. (Not to be
worn with the cotton summer service shorts),
Extra thick soles, deccorated welts, high
heels or other unusual features such as may
distinguish it from the authorized low quar-
ter shoes are prohibited.

h. Overshoes. Black, low-quarter type,
light-weight overshoes are authorized for
optional wear with the Alr Force uniform
during inclement weather,
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- Section B. HOW THE WINTER SERVICE UNIFORM IS WORN‘,
(See appendiz A for illustrations) 2

35. Accessories Worn With Authorized
Combinations of Uniform ltems Unlform ltems

a. Headgear. Service cap or flight cap, a. Blue coat or jacket (gabardme, 1
blue. barathea, or elastique) with. matc m i

b. Tie. Blue.

c. Belt. Blue. (descrlbed in T/A 1-21) the wool’; flanne
sh1rt may be substltuted as an undergtm

d. Shoes. Black.
e. Socks. Black. ¢. In all tempera.ture zones, the Woo :
nel shirt may be worn. on base only, ,

. .y . outergarment. ’ :
36. Authorized Combinations of Required d. The overcoat, topcoat, raincoat, i

Uniform Items other winter accessorics (e.g., gloves,

Blue service coat or jacket with blue trou- flers, ecte.) may be worn with any;‘o
sers and blue poplin or oxford cloth shirt. required or optional combinatiins.

Section C. HOW THE SUMMER SERVICE UNIFORM IS WORN
(Sce appendixz B for illustrations)

38. Accessories Worn With Authorized 39. Authorized Combinations and iz
Combinations of Uniform Items Instructions for Wearing Required:
Uniform Items )

a. Cotton Summer Service Uniform.;

(1) Authorized Combimt/om'

a. Headwear. Blue service or flight cap.
The sun helmet may be authorized by the
local commander for optional wear; it will
not be made mandatory unless it is issued as
organizational equipment. The helmet will short-sleeve shirt (without necktie) ot

l‘oe WOI'IEL only -durln-g day.hght hours, cxcept cotton summer servic o jacket
in tropical or semi-tropical zones (defined

in T/A 1-21).

b. Tie. Blue. (Worn with all uniform com-
binations except as otherwise indicated.)

cotton summer service jacket.,
(¢) Long trouscrs, short-slee
(with necktic) and cotton summer
¢. Belt. Blue.
31gn1a on shirt collar.)
d. Shoes. Black. (2) Instructions for Wearing

e. Socks br Stockings. Socks are of black
wool, cotton, synthetie, or silk, without decor-

ation. Kne.e length stockings of cotton, po dut v. Local commanders are authorizéi to
cuf?fs, elastu:. tops to match‘ summer service prescribe deviations from this provision
uniform, will be worn with the summer ~
shorts. Top of the stockings will not be

rolled; the stockings will he worn fully  individual or the Air Force. Such determin
extended. tions, however, should be tempered with

14
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retlon and fully justified. Exainples of

alid “justifications are: Unusual climatic

ditions; preventive medicine controls
such as in mosquito-or tick-infestec areas) ;

5 ormatlons and spec1al ceremoni:s; and

l customs or laws in oversea are.s which

reclude “he wearing of short troiscrs or

gther uniform items.

(b} On Base After Duty How.'s. When

e uniform is worn on base after dury hours,

combinations authorized for wear will

escribed by the installation commander.

: w(c) ‘Off Base During Normal Duty

s ‘" rsi: Liocal commanders will prescribe the

Feombinations of this uniform to be worn in

\i performance of duty o1 en route to and

®fron duty. Where adequate messing facili-

Hes wre not provided on an Air Force instal-

atio 1, the local commander may prescribe

s ombinations of this uniform which may

iv orn off base while eating the noon meal.

(d) Off Base During Evening or After

Duty Hours. When the uniform is worn off

AFM 35-10

base during the evening or after duty hours,
airmen will wear the long trousers and cotton
summer service jacket combination. In addi-
tion, local commanders may prescribe the
shirt and necktie (with the long trousers
and cotton summer service jacket combin:-
tion) for wear by airman in metropolitan
arcas and at social functions.

b. Army Khalki Uniform. Shirt and trouscr
combination is authorized for wear until 3/
September 1959.

c. Summer Coal and Trouser Umlfor'm.
The summer-coat-and-trousers combination,
of authorized materials, is recuired for offi-
cers only.

40. Authorized Combinations of Optional
Uniform ltems
a. Tropical worsted shirt,
with matching trousers.
b. Gabardine shirt, coat, or jacket with
matching trousers.
c. Cotton twill, poplin, or broadcloth shirt

coat, or jack«t

Jacket

Combination No.
£3 -

‘Trousers Shirt

Jacket, cotton
swmmer serviee.

Jacket, cotton
summer service

Jacket, cotton
summer serviee.

Tan in approved
materials.

Tan in approved
materials.

K-

-

Outergarment cotton
mer service shirt (she
sleeve) without necktic

Outerzarment cotton
mer serviee shirt {short-
sleeve) without neckftice.

colton

LONG

summer serviee,

Trousies,

*SHORTS, cotton sum- Stin-

mer serviee,
LONG Trousers, colton
SUMMer serviee
*SHORTS, cotton sum-
mer service.
L.ONG Trousers, cotton
sammer service,

Outergaurment,  short-slec 7e
shirt, tan (with ncekt )
worn under cotton st -
mer scrvice jacket.

Army khaki outergarment
shirt, long-sleeve (auth
until 30 Sep 1959).

Undergarment shirt, tan

Army khaki (auth until
30 Sep 1939).

Tan of matching mate-
rials.

Tan of matching mate-
rials.

Tan in approved mate-
rials.

Undergarment shirt, tan.

Outergarment,  long-sleeve
shirt of matching mate-
rials.

Knee-length stockings ‘il be worn at all times with the short trousers,

Figure (2.

Nine Authorized Combinations of Summer Uniform ltems.
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shirts and two pairs of black ribbed socks.
~ Supply problems compounded with the major personnel
buildup of the services as the Korean War started, however,

and issue did not start until Sept. 1 — and then only on the

East Coast. By the end of the month, the first issue was
completed.

That same year the design of the new uniform for Women

in the Air Force was decided, with issue scheduled to begin

in March 1951 for summer wear and September 1951 for

winter items. , :
The July 7, 1951, issue of Air Force Times — which was

almost as new as AF blue — announced that adequate

stocks of male clothing were finally available after a Jan. 1
freeze on most purchases at clothing sale stores caused by

rapid expansion of the force and textile industry strikes.. .

WAF still faced a purchase ban. »

As supplies of blues became more plentiful, issues moved
west. By Oct. 1, 1951, the Far East Air Force was to start

.k issuing blues outside of the Korean combat area.

At about the same time, fatigues began to take on a new
look. After a field test in Korea, an outfit consisting of sage-
green pants, shirt, surnmer cap, winter cap and jacket was
designated to replace the herringbone twill coveralls, field
jacket and wool, pile-lined cap.

- Olive drab continued to hang on until about 1955, al-
* though none was issued after July 1951. For summer wear,
~ the Army khaki uniform stayed around until July 1959.

The new AF summer uniform was called Shade 505. Made
of cotton, it would sometimes retain a well-pressed look for
up to an hour, provided the wearer did not move around
much. It included Bermuda shorts, knee-length socks and a
“bush” jacket, as well as standard trousers — but no pith

helmets. Without the shorts and jacket, this uniform was =

later replaced by Shade 1505, of about the same color but a

- slightly heavier material that would stay neat through a

- day’s wear. . ,

:.» Another vestige of the Army Air Forces fell away from the
_uniform when a 1957 change to the uniform manual banned
““patches” and extra sets of wings. Until then, members who

- has served with an AAF unit overseas during World War 11
" . could wear the insignia of that unit on their right sleeve at

the shoulder. Also until then, wings earned from a foreign
air force could be worn over the right pocket.
The ban on the two items was part of a continuing move

- by the Air Force to simplify the uniform. An earlier mo;'é.

for instance, had replaced “hash marks” on the sleeve with

_the AF Longevity Service Award ribbon. One simplification

proposal that failed was removal of the “U.S.” insignia from
coat lapels. It met with a storm of protest and the insignia
remains on uniforms today.

. As the 1950s came to an end, another change in uniform
~regulations heralded the end of the “Ike,” or “battle,” jack-

et. The waist-length blue coat worn slightly bloused at the
waist could no longer be worn after April 1964,

_ One uniform item that stayed around well after its official
demise was the NCO academy shoulder loop. Made of light-
blue felt or gabardine 1'% inches wide, it was worn by NCO

".academy graduates on the left epaulet of jackets or long-

sleeved shirts. Originally approved in the mid-'50s only for
Strategic Air Command members as a temporary means of

- publicizing and building interest in its academy program,

the loops eventually spread to other command schools. Al-
though officially banned by the uniform manual in 1958,

they were still being worn until the ribbon recognizing

academy graduates came into use about five years later.
The passing of another aspect of uniforms was mourned

. by no one: showdown inspections, in which members had to
. display all of their uniforms to inspectors. Held twice a

year, they were elminated in 1965, SAC proposed they be
abolished as a regular inspection because they wasted time.
Air Training Command continued them, however, and they
still were in effect for members being transferred to show
they had at least a basic issue of clothing. _

At the same time, wash-and-wear became part of the
tlothing language as shirts of synthetic materials became
authorized, although not immediately available. Officials at
the AF Uniform Board predicted a wash-and-wear uniform
may “eventually” be developed and authorized.

To the untrained eye, women’s-uniform changes over the
years were minor. But in 1969 one occurred that anyone
could spot: The blue beret was approved for all women as
an eventual replacement for the flight cap, which returned
in 1983.

The 1946 Army group “designing” the uniform for the Air
Force, which was about to be created, made a number of
recommendations: plain appearance, no bellows pockets on
the blouse/jacket, same uniform for officers and enlisted,

- and so on. Some of the changes they recommended, such as
~a switch from Army olive drab to Air Force blue, were a

long time coming. But 40 years later they have all arrived as
the service matures. = - -

_.. What future changes will be, nbbody at the uniform board

can guess.
As an example of how difficult it is to predict the future,
SMSgt. Stanley W. Haas, NCO in charge of the board, tells
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As an example of how difficult it is to predict the future,
-SMSgt. Stanley W. Haas, NCO in charge of the board, tells
an anecdote that had its beginnings in 1913, when the Aero- .
nautical Division was part of the Army Signal Corps.

Chief Signal Officer Brig. Gen. George P. Schriven sent to
the Army chief of staff a memo which said, “It is believed
that about 25 (military aviator) badges will be sufficient for
some time to come.” ) .

Haas points out that little more than 30 years later, the

number of aviator “badges” needed was 10,000 times the -

number ordered in 1913.

Air Force Photos

- Vestiges of the Army stayed with the new AF
summer uniforms long after winter blues be-
came standard. An alrman third class (left) wore
standard Army khakl with AF cap, tle, belt,
shoes and insignia. Among the last signs of the
Army to vanish from the AF “plain blue suit”

. were the hash marks on the blouse sleeve of the

captaln (seated) In the late 1940s while the air-

man basic shows the look of the ‘“battle” or:

“Ike” Jacket.

~
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Hememberea

By BRUCE CALLANDER

Three years after the Air Force became a
separate service, thousands of World War II
veterans were called back to active duty for
what was being called the U.N. “police ac-
tion” in Korea.

They returned to a world in transition.
The independent air branch was a legal re-
ality at last and was beginning to shape its
own style Still, the 40-year-old ‘“brown-
shoe” air force from which it had evolved
was very much in evidence.

The old Army air fields had been redesig-
nated Air Force bases, but they still had a
distinctly Army look. The Air Force had
adopted the blue uniform in January 1949,
but it was just beginning to filter into supply
channels.

New V-type grade insignia had been intro-
duced for enlisted members, now known as
“airmen.” However, the titles for the lower
grades still were Army (private, private first
class and corporal). It would be 1952 before
the new titles (airman basic, airman third
class, etc.) would come in. That change elim-
inated the NCO grades of corporal and ser-
geant, now called airman second class and
airman first class, and it went down hard
with many airmen.

An earlier order, in late 1949, also ruffled
the troops’ feathers. In the Army Air Forces,
they had been allowed to wear patches —
the old Air Corps insignia on one shoulder
and that of a numbered air force on the oth-
er — and metal unit insignia on their shoul-
der loops. Now such adornments were ta-
boo. Soon others, such as hash marks and
the wing-and- propeller lapel insignia, would
disappear. :
* Almost from the begmmng of military avi-
ation, fliers were a-maverick breed with a
style of their own. If they could not win their
independence as a service, they could dem-
onstrate it in other ways, mcludmg the way
they dressed. .

In the days of the breezy, open-cockpit bi-
planes, they borrowed britches and boots
from the cavalry. They picked up leather
jackets where they could. Their helmets and
goggles were like those worn by race drivers
or motorcyclists. They topped the whole en-
semble with silk scarves reminiscent of the
- knights wearing the tokens of their ladies.

Before standard flight gear was devel-
oped, any mixture of uniform and warm ci-
vilian clothing was acceptable. Benjamin D.
Foulois often flew the first Army Wright Fly-
er in riding britches and a turtleneck sweat-
er. In 1929, when Ira C. Eaker and Carl A
“Tooey” Spaatz made aerial refueling histo-
ry in the “Question Mark,” they wore plus-

four golf knickers. Fliers in the troprcs kept_

cool in British army shorts.

On the ground, the aircrews were sup-' -
posed to conform to Army uniform Tegula-
tions, but they still found ways to give their:
costumes distinctive touches and the Army :

often winked at the infractions.

Headgear was an example. The Army ser- :
vice cap had a stiff circular wire to keep the -

cloth top rigid. When aerial radios came

into use, crews removed the wires so they

. could clamp their headsets over the caps.

The loose, floppy look became a trademark
of the fliers. In World War II, it was known
as the “50-mission crush” and crewmen la-
boriously processed their headgear to
achieve it.

Unauthorized 1tems crept into the ward-
robe during that war, too. Crews headed for
North Africa and ltaly picked up gaucho
boots in South America en route. Those in

Britain acquired RAF boots and jackets
when they could. Those in the South Pacific.-..
. sported Aussie-style hats, T-shirts and

shorts. The distinction between on- and off-
duty wear blurred and the deliberately
“raunchy” look became a standard of its
OWIL ;

When things got too out of hand, the Army
clamped down in the interest of good order

and discipline. But when the short jacket fa-

vored by General Eisenhower gained official
blessing, AAF members embraced it with re-
ligious fervor. They rushed to native tailors
to have their blouses altered, often to their
own design. The “Ike jacket,” in an infinite

variety of shades and styles, was the kind of -

informal garment air crewmen had been
waiting for — and it was legal. :

- Not quite so legal but tolerated in the

combat zones were the garish embroidered

" insignia that decorated both jackets and
~ blouses. In most theaters, there were local
- seamstresses who could duplicate wings,

pahclres, lapel insignia and even service rib-
bons in flashy metallic thread.
Light leather flying jackets also were dec-

A World War 1l B-
24 bomber crew
(above) with the
8th Air Force
poses in its rega-
lia in England.
And these World
War | Army troops
(left) were among
the first at what is
now Kelly AFB,
Texas.

orated, often with the same names and pin-
up pictures painted on the noses of the

pianes. Strictly speaking, flight jackets were -
" not to be worn off base, but in some over-

seas theaters it was hard to tell where the
base ended and “town” began, so the rules
often were bent.

Wise commanders seemed to understand
that giving the troops a reasonable leeway in
dress improved esprit de corps and actually
improved performance.

Even when they went by the book, AAF of- _
ficers cut a colorful figure. Their favorite
“uniform was the “pinks and greens” combi-

nation. The blouse or Ike jacket was dark
forest green and the trousers a soft gray that
had a slightly pinkish tone. Although the
same combination was authorized for offi-

cers of all branches, the well-crushed ser--

vice cap, Air Forces shoulder pabch and sil-
ver wings made it distinctively air force.
Little wonder, then, that the veterans of
the Army Air Forces who returned to the
new Air Force lamented the introduction of

_the plain blue suit.

But it was not just the uniform that was
different. Other facets of the brown-shoe air
force were changing as well. . ‘

The matter of rank was a case in point.

From the beginning, flying had played havoc --- o
. outi

with the Old Army’s sense of pecking order.
One of the earliest pllots Vernon L. Burge,

earned his wings in 1912 as a corporal.

Thereafter, there always was a sprmklmg of
enlisted pilots in the force.

One of the earliest aerobatic teams,.

“Three Men on a Flying Trapeze,” was led
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