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28 October, 1993

TO: Senior NCO Academy/MS
Gunter AFB, AL 36115-5003

I am an Air Force widow. My husband was Master Sergeant
Cecil E. Curtis, eyl . He retired 28 February,
1963. He died in May, 1988. However, all through our years
in the Air Force, I planned to write a book about our lives
as an Air Force family. I, also, worked for the Air Force,
as a civilian employee, for twenty-eight years. During our
active service years, I had no time for writing. Three years
after I retired, my husband died. It was then I purchased a
computer and began writing my book in earnest. The title of
the book is, "Until Death Do Us Part - a True Love Story." I
have used diaries that I had kept, my civilian records, and
my husband’s military records to glean facts and dates.

One of the stories I have included was an event which was
one of the highlights of his military career. He was chosen,
from a line of prospective reenlistees, after World War II,
to be the first man ever to be sworn into the Air Force
while flying. Since he was already a well trained aircraft
mechanic, it seemed appropriate that he was chosen. It was a
ceremony that was one of the first to take place after the
Army Air Corps became the Air Force. I am including newspa-
per articles to verify my statements. Naturally, I have used
this story in my book.

Recently, a young man who was formerly an aircraft techni-
cian in the Air Force, was in my home doing repair work for
our cable TV company. He saw the news articles, which I
included in a case with the flag from my husband’s funeral.
He told me that he had had a question from his PME manual
concerning that event. I was thrilled to think it had been
included. However, several friends who are retired Air Force
personnel, have researched for me but have found no evidence
that the manual exists. The young man was very certain that
he remembered the event in his questions on his test.

The purpose of this letter is to ask if you can help me find
that manual. I would consider it an important fact to
include in my book. I have included the newspaper clippings
in the picture section of the book. The young man indicated
that it was in a PME manual he was using in some of his
aircraft mechanic training. He said the question was about
the fact that my husband was indeed the first man sworn in
while flying. I know he was the first, but I would like to
know what training material it is included in so that I can




mention it in my book, if the Air Force does not object to
my mentioning the material. Also, if it were at all possi-
ble, I would be thrilled to have a copy of the manual.

Can you please help me? If someone else is listed in the
training manual as first, then the manual is in error. I
know Cecil was the first!

Thank you very much for your help. I would like to have this
information as soon as possible, since I have just finished
the manuscript and am ready to go to the publisher with it.
I have been five years in the writing, so I am anxious to
get it published.

Koo B Gt

LENA B CURTIS 2 Atch: 1. Austin,TX paper,
A Proud Air Force Wife 1 Aug ’47, articles,
(3 pages)

2. Air Force Times,
"Stake Your Claim"
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INS—Internstiona! News Servies

OVER THE CAPITOL DOME—Cecil E. Cur-
tis, the first man ever to be sworn into the |
AAF while airborne, smiles confidently in the
picture at left as he stands ready to board a
Braniff DC3 to take his oath of enlistment.
Center, Captain Lloyd L. Wlthers, on the left,

geant’s shirt

GOVERNOR

PRESENT*

l"lylng at 1,500 feet above the|by Governor Beauford H, Jester, A

State Capitol, 27-year-old Cecil E.
Curtis Friday ‘morning became the
first man ever to be sworn into
the AAF while airborne.

Wearing neat blue trousers and a
white shirt, the shy and serious
Central Texan was helped aboard a
Braniff DC3 at Municipal Airport

ﬂZd//, ﬂbao_l

few minutes later the plane landed
at Bergsirom Field, where Curtis

stepped out, drened in Army
a sergeant in the US Am
Forces. . .

The more than one -mile-

high osremony nmuw Army

ON FLIGHT
AS CENTEX MAN REJOINS AAF

.. Alr Forces Day here while ouiside

Photo.

Neal Douglu:

administers the oath while Curtis holds his
hand aloft and confirms the questions asked
him. Right, Curtis is shown buttoning his ser-

while Governor Beauford Jester

stands by. (See st.ory on Page 16.)

Austin the whole nation was cele-
bnung the 40th anniversary of the

Standing neatly erect, Curtis was
administered his oath of enlistment
by Captain Lloyd L. Withers, com-
miander of the Austin recruitinz dis-
trict.

Near-by was the Governor, Secre-
tary of State Paul H. Brown, Major

General K. L. Berry, adjutant gen-
eral of Texas, General Edwin W,
Piburn, commanding officer of the
Texas Military District, Colonel R.
Baez Jr., commanding officer of
Bergstrom Field, and other promi-
nent state and Army officials.
Braniff Pilot J. E. Douglas, who
flew from San Antonio Friday
morning especially for the occasion,
lifted the plane into the air shortly‘
after 10 a.,m. ) 1

Rising slowly, the four-engine
oraft circled sprawling Austin twice.
Appreaching the Capitol, Douglas
dipped the plane wings, and at-
tractive hostess Lou Humphries an-
onunced the altitude.

Gathered somewhat tensely in|
the rear of the passenger section
were Curtis, Withers, the Governor
and several radio technicians who
made a wire recording of the event.

Without faltering, Curtis answered
questions asked by Withers and
with a final “I do” became a three-
stripe sergeant.

Quickly, while the plane banked.
sharpty for Bergstrom Field, Ser-’
geant Curtis stepped into a small.
compartment to dress into the um-|
form in which he was discharged:
from the AAF some 20 months ago.

Stepping from the plane at the
fleld, he was greeted with muisc
l‘rom the post band, and the Gov-
ernor's congratulation.

A tire salesman here for the past |
year, he said he re-enlisted because
he desired “financial security for
his family.” Married to a Taylor
girl, he is the father of two chxl-
dren,

In cbnzratmating Turtis, .nesfé!'"
said, “He's not only giving security
to himself but he's helping to give
aecunty to our nation.”

The 450th recruit enlmed by the
Army recruiting service here, Curtis
with his wife will be given a room
by the Austin Hotel where he will
spend Friday night. Meals will be
furnished by the Tully-ﬂo Res-
taurant, -

- Otheu to make the enlistment
flight as an honor to Curtis were:
Colonel John T. Murray, senior
ground instructor of Texas National
Guard; Colonel L. B. Miller, San
Antonio recruiting district; Dr. A.
L. Chapman, head of the Bureau
of Research and Education at the
University of Texas; J. P. Wheeler,
district traffic manager of Braniff
at Austin; and Dr. Tom Rishworth,
;l{irector ot the University Radio
ouse.

R o o Y



.{air at the {ime of

A | wire. recording,
e ceremony,
will  be broadcast ~over , KVET at
1:30 .p. m. Fridey.-**
Curtis, who: has
as & tire ule.nln

employed
m for the

b year. s ireenlisting
g:: he ! detixvefQ financial se-

curjty tor his family]* Married to

a Tdylor girl, he is thei-father of
two. ‘young thldren

As » man nunlhhnnt

Mctll(hh Army Farce Day

Nere; Curtis.! with his ﬂc. will be
given a room by the|Ausiin Hetel
Friday nlth Thelr will be
provided by the Tal —Bo Restau-
ltﬂ'., I f

W:tnemng the - ony in the
plane will be the Governor, Secre-
tary iot State Paul H. Brown; Major
Gendral K. L. Berry, pdjutant gen-
eral jof Texss; Generpl Edwin W.
Pibukn, commanding ptfiter of the
Texas Maltlary Digtridt; Colonel R.
Baer Jr.. commianding officer at
Berutrom ‘Pield; Colpnel John T.
Murray, seni zround instructor of
Texas Natiohal Guarg; Dr. A L.
Chapman, head of the Bureau of

‘Research and Educatidn at the Uni-
versity -of Texas; J.} P.. Wheeler,
disthict traffic, for Braniff
at Austin; Dr, shworth, di-

rsity Radio

31, 1947

. THE AUSTIN STA

kiunt ;Eovtr his son
o whi h would' gin the first
bale of! cotton iq the are

iR. A)Mueller ¢dged his son,
an_ec! Mueller jot Noacl, in

& S5104pound: bale,
@ sold fof $212 at auc-

elder | Mueller {was
with a} $100 hond.

Arlee Rylanfler of
undqub thinks: soméo
beert playing crude jtricks!
winidshield of her ar !

A ‘t.hat iidlctlt ol inlid rite"
that! showé¢red gla
hiclg and janded l:jt h:; feet,
i & ipiece df metal ahout 3 IASInehn
long' and &bout 1 1}2 lmhq wide,
“po hibly grom an ¢ld stov

Dit. J. T, Lonsdald of the Bureau
of Et:onomlc Geology. 'I‘hundiv said

he had “né doubt if the wogld but

what the ; p|ece of |meu| is man

madp.”

“I. woul in't ventdre a s as
to how it{crashed into' M Ry-
hndpr: r. but I would shy the

obj m qomq old stoye or
othe] man jmade object.” .

e objéct struck the Purnet
schdol teagher’s car ias she was en-
route to Austin, about thred miles
southeast | of Bel%n.m onday
aftetnoon.
———“—-——r

Cbl(nnn Mhrk
Still Un_cLenain

Wijth thel lowest Aug. 1 t:anyover
in 10 years. the unceriainty of sup-
ply-+slwayp & majof, tactor ?n the
mid ¢ cotton® situatjon—Iis
more impoftant thisjyear, Dri A. B.
Coxi Univprsity of 1 Texas lcotton
marketing expert. declared {Thurs-

“Blecause] ‘ol the |importatce of
weather at] titis crudial time in de-
termiination ;ot yield per actge, the
mnrlgt is | aptly described ; as a

er mpirket,” h¢ added - jin his
sumary ¢f ‘the cptton isithation.

i
t
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In Aushn
Area Today|

utherm-n promised |
tin nsldent& Thursday that ist|
ers shogld falli during the a
noon and Friday, to cool the tc

local temperatures. Showers

between | Austin and ‘Houston
nesday Qttemoon. the US wea
bureau stated, and although
clouds were visible here, no
cipitationi felt in this vicinity.

The highest tempersture '
nesday was  recerding of 98
grees at § p. ., and the lowest
ing the night was 74 degrees ir
esrly meorning heurs Thur:
Clouds are du¢ ever the Cs
City seen, and there sheuld
breexes stir the air, the we.
repert tu.

The o\{«ni;hl minimum rea:
in Texax rgnged from a low «
at Lubbock to a blistering
Dallas, whers the mercury s«
to 104 Wednesday afternoon fo
hottest reading in the state, :
with a 104 at Childress.
est spot was Guadalupe Pass.

A few. scattered thundershe
fell in the Rio. Grande Valley
nesday, with- Brownaville reg
ing 1.13 inches for the heavie:

The sutnmer’s first real heat
was broken in most sections ¢
nation Thuraday, and relief
promised. within 24 hours for
still swesdting, it out—e. t fc
somewhat tod sunny Sou!

!

Near the Ohie River femper:
remained high, but the We
Bureau said vooler weather s’
move in te the area later in the
Temperajures already wers
siderably cedler in Northerr
linols, Indians and Missewrl a:
of Tewa, but from thoes states s
ward whncrrdlol wae in ei:

The Micrwest was promised s
tinuation! of the tool spell
least another day.

nouuv tr:urlnrun lum
July,

“Cotlon bejl weathef, especigily in
the Gulf Southwest] is fickle, and
any |wide hanges which] u+y be
interpreted| as favotable .or | unfa-

vorable will cause wide & in

the tharket|price.” ]
I low|:7822,000tbale : Aur. 1
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General

“The Weather

Austin  Showers, With Cloudunews
And Croler Weather by Baturdar

Migh Nare Tharedsy: ¥9 Degrees ot § D m.
Total Reinfall Bince Jan, 11 3h4) inrhes

tatesy

VOL 77—NO. 7.
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&
VER THE CAPITOL DOME—Cecil . Cug- | e 1y ‘=,
ns the first man cver to be swr.rnrinlo lhl d ndmlniltetl \he oath while Curtis holds, his
AAF whiie airborne, smiles confidenlly in the *t hand aloft ‘and con!x the ques agked
picture at left as he stands ready to board a " him. Right, Curtis i shojvn buttoning !his ser-
Bran:f{ DC3 to take his vath:of enlistment. nt's shm while Governor Beaufard Jester
Ceate:. Cuptain Lloyd L Withers, on the lelt. by. (See :toq on{Page 18.) §: |

2 REVISIONS PLANNED |BEFOE

3

INVENTORY ORDINANCE PASSES

Attorney Edward Clark Teprésentinig several! sions on lmlmtnnu and WM the city
T L asked hi ‘the Citi-

—— Tm Lz, JRUSERR | VPO I Iy

] :e,r the decision of the Air Corps

a . *

Ellioll Dvefrqled Experis,
|Air Corps Chief Testifies

WASHINGTON Aug. 1 —-( AP)—Major General Oliver P.
Echols; testified Friday th t Elliott Rooscvelt ricked a Howard
Hughes planc.as the best for wartire nkote-:cconnaissance work
after the Air Foree high tommand turned it down :n 1943,

Echols, wartime chief nf the Air Corps Matciial Ln imoaan:l told
the Senale wai investigating:sub. o —————
353'?;:‘? g;';‘e‘:‘:“w;:' o:“‘?:‘ l‘::led Hughes as annouccing 1o will

ask the Justice Department iavrsti-
experta. . i}y s leation ot Brewster and Pun-Amer.
The general agreed: that &' the“““

plane could do a clalmed 423 miles | “The basia of my demand will be
an hour it them weuld have been'iub&hnmlly on charges 1 have al-

thé Ale Corps™ fastest plane of the ready made.” Hughes was qunted.
type. . Earlier this week, Hughes de-
| tContinued on Page 2. Col 4) : .
Chairman Ferguson (R Mlcm BILL HARDIN

‘| commented that the commatteg - has |

been r:.n:bl:l to ﬁr:«}ll -hny Alr ?om
recors desnae win e exverimen: . Appeiin uh Sailer
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STAKE YOUR CLAIM

1945 Jet Kill Liste

By TONY POLOZZOLO

iwuo was the first U.S, pilot to
§ shoot down a jet? If you be-
ilieve he came from the Korean
pllot ranks you’re wrong. Word
[from Itazuke AB, Japan, reveals
ithat on April 4, 1945 Capt. (then
iLt.) Raymond A. Dyer shot down a
‘jet ME-262.

- No claim is made as to this be-
Ang the first jet kill but, until we
;hear differently, it will stand as
‘such.

i The action took place over Ger-
many at 26,000 feet. Dyer was pilot-
4Ang a P51 as a member of the
‘Eighth AF. He is now with the
‘35th Fighter Bomber Sq. at Itazuke,
{ We've done some research on
the subject and haven’t been able
‘to come up with much. It appears
at least three other pilots got 262s
in the late days of the war dur-
ing aerial battles. Numerous 262s
were shot up on the ground.

It seems that although Germany
had the jet 262 for many years,
some German authorities say it was
developed in 1938, productjon was
held up when Hitler demanded it
be used as a bomber—a job for it
was highly unsuitable. Best esti-
mate is that more than 1000 were
produced but only about 100 got
into the air.

. If anyone can supply the names
of other pilots and the dates on
which they shot down German jets,
:e’ll be glad to- pass along the

ata.

ANOTHER JET controversy Is
starting to clear up. We reported
the first MIG shot down by a B-29
crewmember occurred Oct. 14,
1950. This was denied by a third
party who said a Pvt. Harry
Lavene of the 31st Strategic
Recon Sq. got one earlier but

two-year total of 178 for other
reservists to shoot at. Previously
we carried the top navigator who
logged 91 hours, 45 minutes in
one two-week active duty tour.

———

AN ADMIRAL is a captain and
a Major is an airman at Presque
Isle AFB, Me. Owners of the. con-
fusing rankings are Chap. (Capt.)
Admiral Phillips and A/1C Major
Smith.

THREE CHALLENGES have
been hurled at our altitude record
for light planes which opened at
12,500 feet. The champion, as of
the moment, is M/Sgt. Bailey
Shrum, now-at Osan ‘AB, Korea,
but headed for Perrin AFB, Tex,
who in 1943 took a Piper L-4 to
16,400 feet. On the same day, he
reports, a Lt. Vincent W. Ehmann
(now a civilian) took an L4 to
17,200 feet over Hawaii. Other
challenges came from 2d Lt. Paul
H. Messinger, Lackland AFB, Tex.,
who went to 15,300 feet in a Lus-
combe 65, and CWO V. G. Steele,
also of Lackland, who %took
Luscombe Silvaire to 14,650 fee
Lieutenant Messinger also  enter

a “gliding” record. In 1956 he and

Lt. M. D. Hall flew a Luscombe
for 90 minutes with the engin
shut off at altitudes of 10,
13,000 feet. . T
IN 14 YEARS and seven
months of amphibian operations,
Maj. John H., Mork has com-
pleted 9750 water landings. He’s
now with the 41st Air Rescue

Sq., Hamilton AFB, Calif,, and |

has been in air rescue work since

March 27, 1943 when he made his -
first water landing at Pensacola

NAS, Fla, in a P2Y3.

wAMNATIE RIRTHDAVS. _T.atect

et

Philco Tech Representative with
the 861st AC&W Sq., Aiken, S. C.

ANOTHER NEW champion in
the “youngest” department is
S/Sgt. Russell W. Dodds, Self-
ridge AFB, Mich., who was
named First Sergeant at age 20
years, six months—making him
six months younger than the
ex-champion.

| NEW CHAMPION as the squad-
ron with the most Command Pilots
assigned is the 73d Bomb Sq.,
Ramey AFB, P.R. The 73d has five,
one more than the previous title-
holder. The 73d’s CPs are Lt.
Col. George, C. Player, squadron
commander; Maj. Stamy E. Ed-
misten, Operaiions Officer; and
Maj. Thomas G. Duckworth, Maj.
Werren N. Ruddy and Capt. James
H, Palmer. Two others, Majs.
Theodore Wodzien and Clarence
Marcum, are due to receive the
rating in November.

HOW MANY airmen have been
re-enlisted while up in the air,
literally? M/Sgt. Cecil E. Curtis
of Amarillo AFB, Tex., writes that
he is sure he was the first to sign
over while flying (Aug. 1, 1947 at
Bergstrom AFB, Tex.) and thinks

to recall at least one other instance

but are unable to provide name or

~ comprised of 81-civilians.

he may be the only one. We seem.

OCTOBER 12, 1957 AIR FORCE TIMES 18

d: More on Downing of MIG by a B-29-

er-Bomber Sq., Wethersfield AB,
England, will stand as the first
airman to go through the sound
barrier. He accomplished the feat
July 13, 1957 in an F-100F. That
was a month prior to our previous
champion.

date. :

ECI REPORTS fhat the Mont-
gomery AFS, Ala, is the first
AY base or station to have a 100-
percent enrollment with ECL
The station is commanded by
Maj, Gerald A. Moorhead and is

{

THIS IS YOUR column. If you
wish to stake a claim or challenge
one reported, write to: Records
Editor, Air Force Times, 2020 M
St. N.W., Washington 6, D. C.

UNTIL WE hear differently,
A/2C Norman L. Bush, 77th Fight-

EARN 4]

Earn extra dollars with insured safety up to $10,000. Have
your Finance Officer deduct 4 portion of each pay check
and credit your Savings Account. Payments postmarked by
the 10th of any month earn from the 1st.

FiDELITY,
edenal

% - INSURED SAFETY!

CURRENT RAE PER ANNUM

Please send me, without obli-
gation, a copy of "“Our Town,
Glendale” and your latest
finsncial statement. ..

——y

SAVINGS & L.OAN
ASSOCIATION

225 E. BROADWAY
GLENDALE S, CALIFORNIA

ASSETS OVER $100 MILLION

WE PAY POSTAGE BOTH WAYS

The one

i

U

cigarette pr®ved’f<

significantly superior te all
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