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Records prove

By DR. CHARLES GROSS
AFSC Historian
Andrews AFB, MD

oldiers in the ranks have been vir-
tually anonymous figures throughout
history. Until the mid-19th century,
most of them were illiterate and left no
written accounts of their lives. Until well
into the 20th century, most military his-
tory was written by professional officers
who, like the Duke of Wellington, had
little interest in the common soldier.

After World War II, many civilian
scholars began writing about military
history. But they concentrated on opera-
tions, technology, policy, institutions and
the leadership of senior officers.

Only during the past 20 years, with
the growing interest in social history and
the disenchantment with large American
institutions, have scholars, journalists,
novelists and film makers begun to take
some interest in the lives of enlisted men
and women.

The general neglect of enlisted mem-
bers also is evident in the history of the
Air Force Systems Command. One indi-
vidual who deserves to be an exception to
that rule is MSgt. Harley J. Fogleman.
Fogleman founded the Army Air Corps
installation that became Edwards AFB,
Calif. He was a career soldier with many
years of service. Nothing else, however,

. >,
‘Fogie’ founded Edwards ¢

is known about his background.

In 1933, while assigned to March
Field, he was ordered by Lt. Col. “Hap”
Arnold to establish a bombing and gun-
nery range at Muroc Dry Lake, Calif.
That September, he and 20 of his troops
created the first remote camp at Muroc.
Its flat, sandy lakebed and year-round
flying conditions made Muroc an excel-
lent location for bombing and gunnery
practice. The land was already owned by
the government.

“Fogie,” as he was nicknamed, and his
troops lived in tents heated by coal-fired
stoves. They depended upon an old gen-
erator for their electric power. Food, fuel
and equipment were all brought in from
March Field. According to an eyewitness
account, “Fogie” took the quarter-ton
truck and driver out daily for the [sup-
ply] run to either Lancaster or Muroc,
with a stopover at Charlie Anderson’s on
the way back. Charlie sold wine in bulk
out of the barrel, and Fogie always
sampled some on his way in....”

During the winter, the entire camp
was rained in for months at a time. The
range was never a popular duty location.
According to Fogleman, “We couldn’t get
a commanding officer. Commissioned of-
ficers would come up from Los Angeles,
take one look at the place, and take off
for L.A. again without even shutting off
the motors of their planes.” Fogleman’s
Range Maintenance Detachment was
called “The Foreign Legion of the Air
Corps” by local residents.
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Fogleman remained in charge until
1940 when the land was turned over to
the War Department. At that time, it
was officially activated as the Muroc
Bombing and Gunnery Range.

After America entered World War II,
Muroc’s military population grew
rapidly. Some 6,300 soldiers were “sen-
tenced to” the base by the end of 1942.

It continued to be an unpopular assign-
ment. Soldiers fought against terrible
food, boredom and dust. Transportation
to Lancaster and other towns was spotty
at best. Sports provided relief from the
tedium of base life. Monthly dances were
the most popular events for the troops

but there was always a shortage of

women at them. Fogleman served as the
range’s NCOIC until he retired in 1942.
After the war, the range became Ed-
wards Air Force Base, and today is the
home of the Air Force Flight Test Cen-
ter. As for Fogleman, he disappeared into
obscurity after his retirement. (Material
for this article was gathered through the
cooperation of Dr. Jim Young, AFFTC
historian, Edwards AFB, Calif.).
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E center for the Slat‘ Fe Railrosd. Located in the middle of a sandy wsste dotted

with sage m.h and joshus trees it owed its very existence to the fact that it
waS an tceuaiblo sopot to ship the products of the mines located in the ares,

Muroc, despite the fact thet the name sounds like some imerican Indian phrase,
is the backmrd"tpomng of bhﬁ name "Corum" and gets its gquuint deairnation from
the fact that an _;arly ssttler named Corum owned t.he: site of the prasent ~rmy -ir
Field at cne time and reversed his name tc aprly tc the land.
| Zarly details of the place's history are rather vague, consequently all
materisl used herein is & combinaticn of loczl folklors, und the rales of ¥/Sgt.
Harley J. Foglcnnh, recently retired from the Alr .orce, who wzs one of the first
scldlers stationed here. | |

Rogers Dry Lsko, a flat, sandy stretcn of what wis once the ted ¢f a lorne-
evarorated lake, offered an ideal settins for toth racing ani testing speedy
sutomobiles, ’Hat‘.t‘n-al conditicns adapted themselves tc this purpose without
artificial contrivances of liv kind. Racing drivers frcm los ~nzeles snd nearty
cities began to utilize the luke bed for this purpcse. Among these sarly speed
demons was Feter De Paula_, now a captain in the Air Force.

Pioneers in thg sirplane world recognized ¥uroc as & aatural air base, for it
Qombimd 2 level terrain with ya’ér-vound flying comditions. Its waste spaces 2lso
provided an excellent site for praeticé bombings. Ceptember 1933, according to

sgt. Yogleman, & cadre was sent up from March Field to lay out a bombing range and
s to mmtain it for training bomber crews.
Aupromtdy twenty men were assigned here on N.5, from arch Field and it

was rcally "detached" aervico. - A1 fuel, lumber, and othor equipment was brought

B "in rren the "mthcr" tield. Yorconnol lived in tents heated by ccal which was

trcig’ltod in to t.h.. Eleatricit,y_ was furnislhod by un old power senerator which was




) Foglcnnn was in chargo of the dotachnant with the rsting of tecanical sergeaut.
‘”Vo couldn't get a commanding officcr," he asserts, "Commissioned of ficers would
come up from Los ingeles, take one lock &t the plsce, and take o’f for 1.4, again
withowt ehutting of f the motor of their plane.”

Fventually s coomending of ficer took cve~. This of ficer wss Lisutenant (Now
| Colonel) ¥ax %. Finnel. The place was mude into a training center. Sauadrons of
bombers would land on the dry lake bed, bivousc beside their planes, snd anard
pericds of time bombing the nearby ranges.

lecal farmers complained that the explosions were braskins windows, csusing
cows 10 "freshen” premasturely, scaring sheep, hens and all manner cf livestock and
senerally disrupting agricultural conditions. Novermment directives were issued
placing all target rances used for bombing a specified distance frum furm houszes.
Sventually it was necessary for the srmy to condemn croperty and evecuste lhe
< tenants of the nearby farms thut the ranges mizht be utilized to their fullest
advantuge.

Foglemsn's account of the place lays particular stress on the winter seascns
when the entire camp would be "rained in" for months at & time. Ye gives @ glowing
accowst of their fire department which consisted of fifteen water Luckails rannad
by the entire detachment in case of a2 blaze. On one occasion, Foglenman recalls,
the water Lower burnsd down depriving the fire fighters not only of the whereawithal
to battle the flames, but alsc their drinking water for ssverul days.

In 1937 & maneuver was held here in which the entire iir Jorus of thet time
participeted. 9very ranking officer with the excepiicn of Tenercl -rmold wae
present, 8s Foglemsn remembers, and every type cf flyins craft owned =y Lne rcvern-
ment srrived more or less on uchedule. i herc were some POC rlanss in 4l1, which re-
preaented the United States Air Corps at thvt time .

Among the trainees of that period was Elliot Tocsevelt, wic rrezenied nis office

chair to Spt. Yocgleman ss8 a token ¢f hi. appreication of the Fogleman capabilities.
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‘Reading from Left to Right)

First Row: Master Sergeant Fogle-

man, Harley J.; First Sergeant Knott,
Charles S.:  Technical Sergeant
Collins. Robert M.; Staff Sergeant
Barnes, John R.

Second Row: Staff Sergeants Be-
bout, Leroy, Jr.; Brewer, Jimmie E.;
Sergeants Cramer, Charles E.; Glaser,
Clifford H.: James, Keith G.: Klar-

man, Vernon A.

Third Row: Sergeants Lilley, Her-
man L.; Parsons, Walter K.; Corporals
Bush. Clinton A.; Damrill, Chester;"
Ezell, Kenneth H.; Goldammer, Elmer
F.

Fourth Row: Corporals Hinds, Dur-
ward L.; Massingill, Joseph D.; Mc-
Kay, J. S.; Owens, Gaston E.:

Sweeney, Walter L.
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