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CFFICE OF IN¥DRMATION | FORIMMEDIATE RELFASE
AR FORCE MUSEUM .
WRIGHT-PATT ERSON AIR FORCE BASE 150D
DAYTON, OHIO L
CLearwater 3-7111, Extension 61321 e

VISITS ATR FORCE MU2UM, ., Seen
pointing out the bicycle ehain used to drive the twin propellers on the replica of
the 1909 Wright-Flyer, (h2 world's firat military aizplane on exhibit at (he Air
Force Museum, to Maxk . Sloen, the wuseum’s ascocirte director, is YW
Wil the Air Force's firat enlisind man.

Ward, nowv 78 yearc old, resides at 1618 Clen Avenue, Doyton, Ohio, and 13
one of the forgotten men of U, 8. military aviation.

On August 1, 1907, the Chief Signal Officer of the United Stotes Army entah-
H3j¢d the MENNGEGNGIEGDUNTURIERNSNEENY. Thi: Divirion was the he-
ginking of the United ftates Air Force and was made up of three mern: Captain
Charles DeF Chandler, \WNINGGNNNNNNNY >nd Private First Class Joseph
E. Barrett. Barrett deserted almost immediately, leaving Ward as the "Alr
Force's" only enlisted man,

By 1808 when the Wright Brethers brovght the Flyer to Fort Mysr, Virginia,
for tests, Ward had a detatiment of rine men working for him. He and his men
assisted the Wrighta in mamiaining tha alrplare until it crashed on Septeraber 17,
1908, fatally iajuring Lt. Thomas B. 82'friden.

During the Wright trials of 1908, Ward served with Major Ceneral Renjamin
D. Foulois ani Brigadier Ceneral Frank P. Labm, two of the Air Force's first
three pilots, yvho were sti’l Lieutenants at that time.

PO, VVord was coinmissgioned and YW thc USRS
He WMENER{-0:n active zervice on June 2, 1930 WM the VSIS
U .

Lt. Ward will be present at the air show open to the public at W right-
iterson Air Force Base and schednled to begin ot 2 P, M, on Sundey, June 25.
The ehow, sponsoresd by the Air Force Museum, will feature o atatic and flving
display of World Wer Ieirnlanas, a thrilling aarobatic dermonatration by the inter-
nationally famous stunt pilet, Pevo Howard, and a spectacular exhibition of pre-
cision jet flying by the Air Force's Thunderbirde.

Wright-~ Potterson Air Forca Page is located 11 miles enct of Da yton, Ohio,
on Route 444,
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Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, O.
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the

WS he army when it began
as a part of the —in
1907, will be held at 1 p.m. to-
morrow at the Tobias funeral
home. Friends may cafl at the
funcral home 7 10 9 pan. foday.

Ward was found dead at his
residence at 1618 John Glenn
road Saturday. His day of death
was sel al Thursday.,

He was the first enlisted man
assigned to the

T

The new division was to have

= " Monday, Jan. 11, 1965 . -

Edward Ward, 84, Dies;

t

Non-Com

ing to military ballooning, air
machines, and all kindred sub-
jects,” but it was not until 1909
that the Army was willing 1o
purchase one of the Wright broth-
ers’ inventions. On ,
when the

the infant service possessed just
one large balloon and no air-
planes.

Although Ward was associated
with all sorts of “air machines”
from his debut in 1907 until his
retirement from the then Army
Air Corps in 1930, he said, “I
never did care much for flying.”

He is survived by two sisteys

charge of “all matters perlain-

and a nephew.
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Edward Ward,
First Aviation
Non-Com Officer

Recently an article appeared
in the Dayton Daily News, con-
cerning the first Non Commis-
sioned Officer in the Air Force.
The article was so intriguing that
Colonel Glen R. Johnson of Day-
ton, Ohio, offered to investigate
the possibility of a news item.
This is what he discovered.

By an Office Memorandum,
dated August 1, 1907, and signed
by James Allen, Brigadier Gen-
eral, Chief Signal Officer of the
Army, the Aeronautical Division
was established, making this the
birthdate of the.fore runner of
the modern United States Air
Force. To this new Aeronautical
Diyision was assigned Captain
Charles deForest Chandler (later
commissioned Colonel Chandler,
Chief Air Service, Balloon Sec-
tion, A. E. F.), Corporal Edward
Ward and Pfc. Joseph E. Barrett.

Edward Ward, 78 years, now
lives at 1618 Glen Road, Dayton
10, Ohio. When interviewed by
Colonel Johnson (Retired), Past
National Commander, it was dis-
covered that Ward is probably
the only living one ‘of the origi-
nal threé men assigned to the
Aeronautical Division of the Sig-
nal Corps.

Edward Ward enlisted in the
United States Army August 21,
1901 and was retired as a Master
Sergeant at Brooks Field on June
2, 1930. Shortly after the form-
ing of the Aeronautical Division,
Corporal Ward was detailed to
Fort Myer, Virginia in charge of
a detail of ten men who were to
assist in the testing of the Wright
brother’s plane which was later
purchased by the Army. Ward
was then sent to school to learn
the art of manufacturing bal-
loons. He later was rated as a
balloon and dirigible pilot. Cor-
poral ward NS the aiStetion or

| assisting Lieutenant Benjamin D.

Foulois (later General Foulois,
Chief U. S. Army Air Force) in
flying the first Lighter-than.Air

Balloons In ,
This Space Age

Are the balloons coming back?
This is a question which is being
answered almost every day by
anticles in the newspapers, maga-
zines and over the airways. This
reporter recalls a few years ago
that a certain Captain Joseph
Kittinger, Jr. of the U. S. Air
Force made a historicdl flight al-
most twenty miles into space to
gather data for use in the con-
quest of space. A month or two
later a Major Simons, now Colo-
nel Simons, made a similar flight,
this time well over twenty miles,
staying aloft over 36 hours and
bringing back imporitant data for
the Air Force Space Project. °

1950 a balloon was sent
mto the air for quite a height,
and upon radio sxg'nal released a

mckﬁt ;l;e t wag ﬁo«t

-for a long time.

Dirigible, purchased from the
Curtis Company. This flight was
made in 1909.

Ward was transferred, in 1906,
to Fort Omaha, Nebraska to help
prepare for the opening of a
training school for Aviation Ca-
dets for the new Balloon Service
now being established. He was
commissioned a 1st Lieutenant
in November 1916, in the Signal
Corps, and he was transferred to
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas where
he served during World War I.
In 1920, he reverted to his en-
listed rank and served at Lang-
ley and Brooks Fields until his
retirement in 1930.

Ward recalls his many exper-
iences with such notables of av-
iation as the Wright Brothers,
Lt. Selfridge, Colonel Chandler,
General Foulois, General Carl
Spatz, General Frank Lahm and
many others too numerous to list,
who were pioneers of aviation.
He has many historical photo-
graphs of the early days of avia-
tion in his possession. One of his
close friends is General Lahm,
who lives in Huron, Ohio, and
they are in constant correspond-
ence with one another. These
two are probably the only two
living who helped guide the his-
tory of Aviation from its original
birth in 1907.

Sergeant Ward is very alert,
and according to his niece, Mrs.
Jennie Hutchens who helps main-
tain his home, he tinkers with
repairing radios and televisions
as a hobby. Wanrd would like to
hear from anyone who knows
him.

Editor Hollenbeck . . .
Continued from Page 1)

the paper. Mrs. Lawson was anx-
ious for us to take all of Holly’'s
material, which we did.”We also
learned from her that Holly had
been failing for the past several
mon+hs and it was her belief that
her IDad wouild be in the hospltal

Visit With Publisher

The next day, March 1st in a
snowstorm, we travelled to Mar-
shall, Mich., to visit with the pub-
lisher, Daryl Leatherbury, and
learned that the newspaper had
been finished and was in the pro-

icess of being mailed. We also

discovered that Mr. Leatherbury
had compiled a great deal of the
paper. This was due to the fact
that Holly had suffered a slight
stroke which left him with poor
eyesight for quite some time. I
could not help from feeling that
there must have been .a strong
bond of friendship between the
Editor and Publisher.

Arrangements were made with
Mr. Leatherbury to continue the
publication of the newspaper. We
will fry the April and June issues
to see if we can werk it, to every-
ones satisfaction. :

I received a letter from Peter
Similer (14) of Ferndale, Michi-
gan. Pete visited Holly after our
visit and he found, Holly in a bet-
ter condition than when we saw
him. Holly was very cheerﬁul and.
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Striving to research
and document the
proud heritage of
Air Force enlisted
people, the Airmen
Memorial Museum
unveils a ground-
breaking history

compiled about ...

The
First
Enlisted
Airman

Director, Museum Affairs
Airmen Memorial Museum
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C orporal Eddie Ward, if not one of a kind, was certainly the first of
his kind. He was, in fact, the first enlisted man assigned to the
United States Army’s Aeronautical Division of the Signal Corps, the
forerunner of the U.S. Army Air Corpsand, in 1947, the U.S. Air Force.
At one point, he was the only enlisted airman.

On August 1,1907, the Chief Signal Officer of the Army, Brig. Gen.
James Allen, signed Office Memorandum Number 6 for the War De-
partment, formally creating the forerunner of today’s Air Force:

“An Aeronautical Division of this office is hereby established, to take
effect this date.

"This division will have charge of all matters pertaining to military bal-
looning, air machines and all kindred subjects. All data on hand will be
carefully classified and plans perfected for future tests and experiments. The
operations of this division are strictly confidential, and no information will
be given out by any party except through the Chief Signal Officer of the Army
or his authorized representative.

"Captain Charles DeF. Chandler, Signal Corps, is detailed in charge of
this division, and Corporal Edward Ward and First-Class Private Joseph E.
Barrett will report to Captain Chandler for duty in this division under his
immediate direction.”

Eddie Ward would probably have described himself as a “com-
mon soldier.” He came from humble, unpretentious origins in Pine
Knot, Ky. Life was centered on family, the farmor therailroad. When
you were not in school, you worked — usually seven days a week.

In 1959, almost 30 years after he retired from the military, the eld-
erly Mr. Ward shared some remembrances about his military life and
his boyhood in the rural Bluegrass State. Those recollections were

SERGEANTS, June 1989



Corporal

sion.

preserved on tape in an unpublished
interview with Air Force historian
Royal Frey.

Speaking of his early life, Ward
recalled the demands of his youth as
challenges. “All theboysaround there
either grew up to be farmers or engi-
neers or telegraph operators or some-
thing.” Infact, “... from the timeI was
big enough to walk, I used to go with
daddy, on Sundays. He worked seven
days a week. Took care of those block
signals on the railroad and T used to go
with him. Learned all about them, the
train rules and everything. One sum-
mer, I guess I was about 16 years old, 1
wasn'’t in school — school must have
been out or something —and I had a
job as a water boy.

"So, I worked a couple of days and
there was this big train wreck. They
gave me a red lantern and sent me
down to stop trains before they ran off
of the tracks. Thatmade me a flagman.
Iworked thereawhileand learned what
I could before I moved on.”

His years working with the rail-

SERGEANTS, June 1989

Eddie
Ward (Sitting, L),
the first formally-
assigned enlisted
man in America’s
aviation defense,
sits on a balloon
concentratingring,
joined by other
members of the
Aeronautical Divi-

road gave him the basis of an educa-
tion that served him well in the mili-
tary. When he enlisted in the Army in
1901, Ward was detailed to the 74th
Company of the Coast Artillery.
His first major task was mounting
two of the long-range disappear-
ing guns employed along our
shores. Those mammoth artillery
pieces served as the long-range
defensive weaponry of “fortress
America” until the advent of
World War IL.

Creating theemplacementsand
mounting the weapons was no
easy task. Yet, to the young pri-
vate, it was another way of apply-

ing what he had learned while
working on the railroad. “The com-

manding officer called me in one day
and asked meif I knew anything about
hydraulic jacks. I said, Yes, sir.” He
said, ‘Well, I'm going to put you in
charge of mounting these two 12-inch
guns.’

“Well, they didn’t
have machinery like
they do now [speak-
ingin1959]. Itwasall
doneby hand...and
he gave me a detail.
Well, they had these
big 12-by-12blocks—
like these house
movers have — ya’
know. They [the
guns] weighed 110
tonsand the carriages
weighed 110tons. So,
we’d have to jack up
them hydraulic jacks
...and put ablock in
there and jack up the
other end and put in
a block [raising the
piece one foot at a
time]. Wehad toraise
them about 25 feet to
get them on the car-
riages.”

Ward’s positive
attitude and his abil-
ity to adapt to the
more practical as-
pects of life on the
railroad served him
well. Inhismore than

28 years in the military, Eddie Ward
was a Master Signal Electrician, a
Master Photographer, Balloon Pilot
and Mechanic. He witnessed history
in the making and contributed to it.
Indeed, many of his assignments came
asaresultof hisown adaptability inan
era in which there was no formal train-
ing for many of his duty specializa-
tions or assignments.

In actuality, Eddie Ward first be-
came involved in military aviation a
month prior to the formal founding of
the Aeronautical Division. In July of
1907, Corporal Ward and First-Class
Private Joseph E. Barrett were detailed
to the Balloon Factory of Leo Stevens
to obtain basic training in the fine art of
ballooning. The pair of soldiers were
schooled in the very rudimentary tasks
of fabrichandling, stitching, the manu-
facturing of gases and the control of
the “aircraft.”

Under the watchful eye of Stevens

Balloon handlers of the Signal Corps’ first aeronauti-
cal division prepare their balloon for a launch before
interested spectators. Photo courtesy of

Mrs. Marge Waters.
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and his wife, the two enlisted men re-
ceived basic instructionin “... folding,
inflating, and handling of balloons.”
At the time, the use of gas filled bal-
loons was still in the experimental
stages. They were little more than a
logical step in the progression of hot
air balloons that served as popular at-
tractions at county fairs.

Indeed, those spherical envelopes
were small wonders unto themselves,
as were the early daredevils who used
them as aerial platforms for parachut-
ing. Stevens and his wife were among
those first parachutists.

Mrs. Stevens' daredevil days
though, were brought to an early end
with a rather unceremonious landing.
AsWard himself reported, “Shelanded
in an apple tree and tore her pants off!
She quit! She had to!” v

Balloonsof theera werecrude. They
were, in fact, little more than layered
spherical bags of rubberized silk, con-
tained in a n open net which was, in
tumn, attached to the man-carrying
basket, or gondola, suspended below.
The cigar shaped dirigible featured a
somewhat more frightening “cockpit,”
or “car,” which was made of Oregon
spruceand was “...bound together by
wire.” Maintaining and maneuvering
thedifferentaircraft posed uniquechal-
lenges to the pioneering airmen who
sat on canvas seats suspended beneath
their highly flammable “lighter than
air” craft.

Speaking from the vantage point of
retirement, Ward himself recalled the
challenges and the simplistic technol-
ogy employed in those early days. The
balloons were equipped with a valve
enabling the vessel to be filled with
hydrogen. Once fully inflated, and the
craftunleashed fromits ground tether,
the pilot gained or lost altitude by
opening or closing a valve, thereby
releasing the gas. For quick landings
and emergency descents, the balloon
was equipped with a “rip strip.”

“In a balloon, any kind of balloon,
even a gas balloon, you gotta have
some way, if you gottamakealanding,
to get rid of that gas quick,” Ward
recalled. “On the side you had a strip
. . . the full length of the balloon [at-
tached] to a rope. When the pilot pulls

12

the rope, it rips out the whole side of
the balloon. Then, you have to sew
that strip back in before you make
another flight.”

Training with the Stevens couple
was apparently not terribly tough, in
fact, it was probably good duty — all
things considered. While on tempo-
rary dutyin New York City, Ward and
Barrett were provided with a subsis-
tanceallowance and trolley tickets. The
pair put the money to good use.

toes and everything, but you couldn’t
get no coffee. You had to drink beer!
So Barrett and I, we were at Fort Wood
there, and they’d give us car tickets to
go up to the school, see, and 50 cents to
buy our lunch with. We’d go up there,
buy a dime glass of beer and get our
lunch and have 40 cents left over to go
to town on Saturday night. We could
have a big time on that.”

Balloon Hangar, Fort Myer, Va., 1908 -- Barely discernible beneath the tree in the
background is the “Gas plant . . . [we used to] make hydrogen gas. We cut up old
wood drums . . . [got] iron shavings from the Navy, poured in so much water [and]
sulphuric acid and [the] acid eating the iron made hydrogen!"” USAF photo.

In the same neighborhood with the
balloon factory were several “. . . sa-
loons, you call them taverns now. But,
youcould goin thereand buy a glass of
beer for a dime and you'd get a ham-
burger steak dinner, french fried pota-

(Editor's Note: The preceeding is Part
One of a two-part series. Part Two will
appear in the July 1989 issue of SER-
GEANTS.)

SERGEANTS. June 1989



The Enlisted Story Continues. ..

The
Airmen
Memorial
Museum's
ground-breaking
history compiled

a bout o o o (Editor’s Note: The following is Part Two of a two-part series
about the first enlisted airman, Corporal Eddie Ward.)

In the autumn of 1907, the pair of enlisted airmen were

detailed to Norfolk, Virginia, to participate in the three hun-
dredth anniversary of the first settiement of Virginia. The
e “Jamestown Exposition” featured military parades, naval

flotillas and aeronautical demonstrations.
Corporal Ward and Private Barrett were tasked with the
responsibility of supporting two civilian aeronauts and

g their experimental aircraft. J.C. “Bud” Mars displayed his

\ “. .. passenger-carrying captive balloon and Israel Ludlow
intended to construct and demonstrate a man-carrying

kite.” Each inventor was to be supported by the Army’s

new Aeronautical Division and the Navy with their power

boats.

0
For Private Barrett, this was only his second assignment

n l S e since enlisting in the Army the previous May. Barrett, 29

years old at the time of the Jamestown Exposition, had al-

ready seen eight years of service in the Navy prior to
reporting for temporary duty in Virginia.
Whether Barrett did not like the Army, aviation, Bud

o
Mars, or Israel Ludlow, is unclear. Ward did, however,
recall that while on duty in Norfolk, Barrett ran into an old
friend, a chief petty officer in theNavy, and opted for thelife

at sea. Whatever the motivation, First Class Private Joseph
E. Barrett simply left the Army. His service record docu-
ments the fact that he “deserted” in September 1907, and

by George E. Hicks with thatact, Corporal Eddie Ward became the only airman

Director, Museum Affairs formally assigned to the Signal Corps’ Aeronautical Divi-

Airmen Memorial Museum sion. History also tells us that Barrett retired honorably after
some 20 years in the Navy.

10 SERGEANTS, July 1985
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During the brief assignment in
Norfolk, Ward’s detail was expanded
to include eight other enlisted men.
They were Vernon L. Burge, John H.
Cratty, Eldred O. Eldred, Harry T.
Settle, Stewart K. Rosenberger, Ben-
jamin Schmidt, Cecil R. Coile and
William R. McConnell. Private Char-
les DeKim, a Canadian by birth, joined
the group sometime later. Of this
group, FirstClass Private Vernon Burge
wastheonly one to stayactivein Army
aviation.

Immediately after the Jamestown
Exposition assignment, Ward and his
detail returned to Fort Myer, Va. There,
the group participated in the launch-
ing and testing of balloons. By the fall
of 1908, the Army was ready to con-
sider the purchase of its first airplane,
even as balloon testing continued.

In the spring of that year, Orville
and Wilbur Wrightarrived at Fort Myer
with the first of their military aircraft.
Ward and his enlisted men were as-
signed to help unpack the craft, but
were allowed little opportunity for
active participation with it. Yet, the
launchings of that early airship almost
assuredly required their assistance.

Launching the bi-wing ship was no
easy matter. With aeronautical sciences
still in their infancy, little was known
about the mechanics of takeoffs, land-
ings, lift, propellers or the “power
plant.”

As a result, the early design of the
aircraft was faulty. It did not include
wheels. The landing “gear” was little
more than a sled. Assistance of the
ground crew was elementary but criti-
cal to getting the ship up and off of the
ground.

In order to get the craft out of the
hangar, the wings and fuselage were
placed on wheels and pushed to the
field and the launch ramp. There, the
plane wascarefully balanced onasingle
rail, with the crewmen steadying the
ship ateither wing tip. The plane itself
was attached by means of a rope and
pulley to a 1,500-pound weight which
the crew would ultimately hoist to the
top of aderrick. Once the pilot had the
twin propellers at maximum power,
he gave the ground crew the signal to
release the weight. The bi-winged air-

SERGEANTS, July 1989

craft, with pilot and passenger, was
then catapulted down the launch rail
toward liftoff. Two enlisted crewmen
ran at the very wing tips to ensure the
stability of the craft for as long as they
were able to keep up the pace.

Corporal Ward'’s exposure to these
early flights by the Wright Brothers
was minimal. Shortly after the first
test, Ward wasdetailed to Fort Omaha,
Neb., and the new balloon air station
for the training of pilots and ground
crews.

There, the enlisted cadre became
schooled in the handling of the cum-
bersome dirigibles and the manufac-
ture of hydrogen gas.

The Army’s first dirigible was the
principal attraction, since there were a
substantial number of military think-
ers that doubted the Wright'’s aircraft
could ever be employed as a weapon
or instrument of defense. Signal Corps
Dirigible Number One, the oblong,
cigar-shaped balloon, which held
20,000 cubic feet of hydrogen gas, was
still regarded as the airship of the fu-
ture.

Though manned flight in 1908 was

5y

-

a reality, the technology was uncer-
tain. Thelighter-than-air balloonsand
the heavier-than-air ships were the
marvelsoftheage. Young Eddie Ward,
though, was more interested in how
theairshipscould fly. “Now, [that was
something] that I guess a lot of people
can’t understand. I was more inter-
ested in the mechanical features of the
thing than fond of flying. I learned to
fly all right. 1learned ballooning and I
learned to pilot and airplane .. . but, I
was more interested in the mechanical
features.” Military aviation was the
benefactor of thatinquisitive devotion.

Atone point during 1909, the Army
was “making up a detail” to go to
Alaska and another to go to the Philip-
pines. Ward decided to give Alaska a
try, leaving Fort Omaha, and made the
trip north as the engineer on a military
river boat. He did not like the climate
and when the immediate opportunity
was presented to go to the Philippines,
he fairly jumped at the chance.

It required 31 days of travel aboard
the USS Sheridan to make the crossing
to Fort McKinley and the Philippines
Islands. There, the United States was

11




beginning to establish an air presence
in the Pacific — with one aircraft.

Lieutenant Frank P. Lahm preceded
Sergeant Ward to the Philippines out-

st by some nine months. By the
middle of March 1912, Lahm had suc-
ceeded in opening the Philippines Air
School.

Already assigned to the no-frills
aviation section were Corporal Ver-
non Burge and Private Kenneth L.
Kintzel. Five more enlisted men were
identified from the Manila garrison to
supplement the aviation effort. Their
dutieswereill-defined butranged from
the routine maintenance chores to
building stilts for the aircraft that kept
it off the hangar’s earthen floor when
the officer’s polo field, and part-time
air strip, flooded. It was there that
Corporal Burgeacquired hispilot train-
ing, thus becoming the first enlisted
pilot with Aero Club of America Li-
cense Number 152.

Sergeant Edward Ward was con-
spicuous in his absence from the cadre
of airschool .Evidently, there
was “bad blood” between Ward and
Lahm, the former still smarting over
not being able to stay in the Washing-
ton, D.C., area during the ultimate ac-
ceptance of the Wright Aeroplane. The
sergeant opted to remain in his assign-
ment with the Manila machine shop.

It was good duty. Ward was able to
have thebestof all things aeronautical,
mechanical and electrical. He took
particular delight in utilizing his skills
asamechanicand correcting the errors
of his rivals — though he would never
gloat or acknowledge the fact. He, in
actuality, rananefficientshopemploy-
ing uniformed personnel and local ci-
vilians.

Asa resultof the unique challenges
confronting the aviators, there was
never any shortage of work for Ser-
geant Ward and his maintenancecrew.
The newly-arriving aircraft were fur-
nished with new equipment —wheels.
Nopilotassigned to thegrouphad any
experience taking off or landing with
the new “landing gear.” The new tech-
nology made for smoother landings,
but there was difficulty instopping the
aircraft. The addition of pontoons, for
landing on water, presented entirely

12

new complications that necessitated
frequent repairs and modifications to
the airframe. Moreover, the absence of
any bona fide aircrew mechanic soon
caused problems when the fragile
engines werereassembled inother than
the propersequenceor withoutaneven
uniform tightening, or torquing, of the
bolts. Ward was quick to identify the
problem and took pride in its rather
simple resolution.

Sergeant Edward Ward remained
on duty in the Philippines until early
in 1914. By that time, the European
nations were literally standing at the
threshold of the First World War. When

Ward returned to the continental
United States, he was assigned to the
Signal Corps’ First Balloon School
Squadron. At the outbreak of World
War I, Edward Ward was commis-
sioned a firstlieutenantand ultimately
retired as a reserve captain in 1930.
Edward Ward was no highly deco-
rated hero. He was a common soldier.
As a master electrician, he laid cables
across Tampa Bay and maintained the
power supply and patched up the air-
craft for the Army on the Philippine
Islands. As a master photographer —
on the ground or in the air — hesuper-
vised the aerial mapping of the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park and
the Shenandoah National Park. As the
first enlisted airman, he pioneered as
an airframe mechanic and as a

“mechanician” for the first aircraft.

By the end of his career he was"...
workinginconjunctionwith theNACA
at Langley Field [Virginia].” There, he
assisted in the installation of the earli-
est wind tunnel for the National Advi-
sory Committee for Aeronautics— the
forerunnerof themodernday National
Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion.

In December 1959, Edward Ward
had just celebrated his 78th birthday
when he agreed to sit down toan “oral
history” interview with Air Force his-
torian Royal Frey. During that inter-
view, the aging airman summarized

his career and, perhaps, his philoso-
phy. “Well, I done every Tom, Dick
and Harry thing from telephone to
typewriters and radios and steam en-
gines toeverythingelse...” Hehad to;
that was a time when there wasnoone
else to do it. And, after he learned, he
trained others.

Eddie Ward died in January 1965,
at the age of 84.

From the author: In 1989, the Air-
men Memorial Museum began to re-
search the origins of enlisted Air Force
members and discovered the untran-
scribed tape recorded interview made
almost 30 years before. During the
time-consuming process of transcrib-
ing the deteriorated tape, Ward’s many
contributions came to light, providing
us with an insight into his many un-

SERGEANTS, July 1989
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heralded accomplishments that have
been overlooked by military histori-
ans.
The tape also revealed there was a
personal side to Eddie Ward that few
people knew. To James Cooper, Eddie
wasa Great Uncle with whomhe spent
the summers of 1935, 1936, and 1937.
“Uncle Eddie was something,” he of-
fered. “He was strict, but he was fair.
Everything had to be just so. Every-
thing in its place. He was old Army in
every way. He was crusty and, at
times, cantankerous, butheloved kids.
Thelittle ones would alwayscomeover
and sit on the front porch to listen to
Uncle Eddie talk.”

“Was he ever married?” I asked.

“You bet,” came thereply. “Twice,
in fact. But, he was too strict for them,
too. Heck, heeven went to thecommis-
sary and did all of the shopping. Plus,
he liked pretty girls and big fancy
Packard automobiles. That was Uncle
Eddie, all right. He was really some-
thing.”

SERGEANTS, July 1989
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